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Dedicated to 
the enrich¬ 
ment of the 
numismatic 
hobby in the 
Common¬ 
wealth of 
Virginia 


"Big Copper" - 1797 Draped Bust Large Cent 
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Dr. Tom Wood's Pursuit of a 1913 Liberty Head Nickel by Jeff Burke 
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Website: www.angeldees.com 
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Alynne Cutler Skrabalak 
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About the Cover 


The 1797 Draped Bust Large Cent on the cover is an example 
of inexpensive "Big Copper" that Dr. Mark Benvenuto writes 
about in this edition. By variety this is one of the most com¬ 
mon types (R-1), Sheldon-139 from a late state die with mas¬ 
sive break from Liberty's lower hair curl (Style I Hair) that runs 
horizontally to the rim. On the reverse are five berries left and 
right, stems to the wreath and a tell tale die scratch extending 
along the top of the fraction bar. Nearly nine hundred thou¬ 
sand 1797 large cents were minted in Philadelphia despite yel¬ 
low fever epidemics sweeping through the city each summer. 
Healthy mintages make common varieties in lower grades well 
within reach of economy-minded "Big Copper" enthusiasts. 



VNA Membership/Renewal Application 
Check one: O $ 10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 


O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $150.00/Lifetime 

| O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family | 

(Please Print) Date_ 

Name_ i 

I Street or P.O. Box_ 

City, State, Zip_ 

E-mail _Telephone_ 

I (Your contact information is kept confidential) Makecheckpayableto"VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Flarrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
I and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
| family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 

i ) 
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President's Message 


Over the holidays I had a conversation with Frank and Billy Hannah of 
Multi-Print. They informed me that they had a pallet of “materials” that 
belonged to the VNA - some of which they have been holding for over 
40 years! Bill Hoitt and I drove down to Hampton and retrieved about 35 
boxes. What we found was a surprise as you can see from the following: 

(1) The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia, by Charles J. Affleck. Published by VNA, 1968. 
Printed by Multi-Print, Hampton, VA. This is the definitive work on Virginia paper money. 
These are hardback editions, Vol. 1,237pgs & Vol. 2, 265 pgs. We have 36 sets of this work 
offered to the VNA membership at a price of $100. They will then be offered to the public 
at $125. 


(2) Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, by Richard Jones and Keith Littlefield. Published by 
VNA, 1992. Printed by Multi-Print, Hampton, VA. A follow-up to the Affleck work. Hard¬ 
back edition, 470 pgs. There are 62 copies of this work available priced at $70 to VNA 
members. Unbound copies are also available at $30. 

(3) Edkins Catalogue of United States Coal Company Scrip, 2nd Edition, Vol. 2, West Vir¬ 
ginia. Compiled by Donald O. Edkins. Published by the Catalogue Committee of the 
National Scrip Collectors Association. Printed by Multi-Print, Hampton, VA. A compre¬ 
hensive collection of West Virginia coal scrip. Hardback edition, 409 pgs. Only 6 copies, 
available at $35. 


(4) Virginia Tokens, by David E. Schenkman. Published by VNA, 1980. Printed by Multi- 
Print, Hampton, VA. Hardback edition, 238 pgs. There are 15 copies available to VNA 
members at $50. We also have unbound copies available at $30. 

The VNA Board notified members in early February of the availability of 
these publications at member rates until March 15. Virginia sales tax of 
5% and actual shipping cost will be added. For a current inventory con¬ 
tact George Merz, our VNA secretary. The money received from the sale 
of these books will be used to help fund the publication of a new and much 
expanded Virginia tokens book. 


September will be here before you know it, which will bring our convention 
in Fredericksburg as well as election of VNA officers and directors. If you 
would like to volunteer to help at our convention or to nominate someone 
for office or run yourself, please give any board member your name and 
telephone number. In September I will be stepping down as your President 
and working on special VNA projects. 

George Cash 
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Editor's Corner 

For readers who use the internet to buy and sell coins, changes are planned 
by the online auction giant, eBay to ban the sale of replica coins. Recent 
counterfeits from China have caused great concern to buyers of raw coins. 
Third-party grading services and the Professional Numismatics Guild have 
convinced eBay officials to disallow sales of replicas, copies and counter¬ 
feits of all types starting in February 2012. Coins that are marked “copy” 
in accord with the Hobby Protection Act will be banned too. It remains to 
be seen how far the ban will go. Theoretically the ban could apply to any 
“coin replica” deceptive or otherwise, including imitative coins, tokens, and 
patterns, commemoratives, restrikes (such as Lovett’s Confederate cents), 
electrotypes, errors, museum copies, altered/fantasy dates, private issues 
such as California souvenir gold tokens, jewelry that imitates coins, and 
false countermarks on legitimate host coins. Questionable are gaming to¬ 
kens that resemble English Spade Guineas, "Taleros" that imitate lion dol¬ 
lars, and even Machines Mills coppers that imitate regal English halfpence. 
Violators would be subject to a case-by-case review and stand to lose eBay 
privileges in the event complaints are lodged and upheld. Especially tricky 
would be dealing with allegations brought by novice collectors against items 
such as modern Maria Theresa Thalers, since all are back dated to “1780,” 
and contemporary counterfeit English coppers which legitimately circulat¬ 
ed, although "evasions" (with legends altered enough to make plain they 
are not regal coppers from the Tower Mint of London) might be acceptable. 
Controversy rages concerning the true source of many Spanish Colonial 
coins now believed by some to be 19th century restrikes for the China trade. 

The upside of the ban should be a better purchasing experience and greater 
buyer confidence once all the obvious replicas, copies and counterfeits, and 
many of the deceptive ones, are eliminated outright. It is unclear whether 
counterfeit currency including contemporary counterfeit colonial notes, al¬ 
tered / advertising / movie notes and money substitutes will likewise be 
affected if deemed “replica,” “copy,” or “counterfeit.” A clear set of easy 
to distinguish exemptions to the replica ban must be determined by eBay. 
These may come after experience in settling the allegations and countrclaims 
to come. Until then beware of selling wooden nickels online. 


COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club and Regional Numismatic As¬ 
sociation Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 

MARCH 2012 

WINCHESTER COIN SHOW: MARCH 17, 2012. 9:30 AM-5:00 PM. Hampton Inn, 
1204 Berryville Ave, Winchester, VA., (1-81, Exit 315). Contact: David Sabo 540- 
535-7236 or Doug Bowers bottles@shentel.net. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW: March 30, 31, April 1. 
Friday 12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. Weyers Cave Community Ctr., Wey- 
ers Cave, VA, (1-81, Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy. 256) Sponsored by: Weyers Cave 
Lions Club. Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 
55 


APRIL 2012 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB SHOW: Saturday April 7, 2012,10:00 AM-4:00 
PM. Marguerite Christian Elementary School, 14801 Woods Edge Road, (1-95, 
Exit 58-A, 7/10 of a mile east of 1-95) Chesterfield, VA, Contact Jim Ransom 
804-691-6286 or Paul Morgan 804-317-3124 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB SPRING COIN AND STAMP SHOW: April 14, 2012, 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Elks Lodge, 389 Elk Dr, Charlottesville, VA 22911-8434 
Contact Bob Tharpe, 434-977-5734 rwtharpe@comcast.net 

LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB SHOW: April 21,2012, Lynchburg Knights of Colum¬ 
bus, 201 Sweeney Circle, Forest, VA 24551. Lynchburg Coin Club Show. 50 
tables. Jim Jones; phone 325-650-1306; e-mail james_dJones@hotmail.com 

WARRENTON COIN AND STAMP SHOW DATE: April 28, 2012. 9:30 am to 4 
pm. Place: St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church, Mercy Hall, (new loca^ 
tion) Address: 121 King St., Warrenton, VA, 20186. Contact: Tony Tripi, WSCC 
Show Chairman 


MAY 2012 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW: May 5-6, 2012. Saturday, 9:30-5:30; Sunday 
9:30-3:00, American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr. Salem, VA, No early birds 
Contact: Will Camp, 540-943-2267. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB SHOW: May 18-20, 2012. Friday 10-6; Saturday 9-6 
Sunday 10-4. Clarion Richmond Central Inn, 3207 N. Boulevard, (Exit 78 off 
1-95) Richmond VA, Contact: Connie Robertson, 804-651-2536, connie3798@ 
comcast.net or go to www.richmondcoinclub.com. 




Big Copper, Small Prices by Mark Benvenuto 

■ At a recent national ANA show, I was amazed to see not one, not two, but 
I four different dealers selling copper ingots, among other items. What made 
» them stand out in my mind is that several of them were stamped with nu¬ 
mismatic designs. For example, there was the famous Walking Liberty half 
dollar design right on the front. These ingots weighed in at 14 pound, one 
pound, or one kilo. The prices weren’t bad - but they were a few times the 
in ’ price of copper metal. And despite the numismatic images stamped into 
them, all they are worth is copper metal. But these ingots also got me think¬ 
ing. They’re probably on the bourse floor as an off shoot of people wanting 
to buy gold and silver bullion. But to me they were a reminder of some pretty 
“big copper” still out there, and that some has notably small prices attached. 

ve I’m talking about large cents. Many of us have looked a once or twice at the 
IS ' earliest cents the young United States Mint produced, and probably sighed 
_ with envy, as these are expensive coins. The Flowing Hair and the Liberty 
Cap large cents of the late 1700’s always seem to carry a premium, even 
though the output of 918,521 coins in 1794 should make that a relatively 
inexpensive piece, at least in circulated grades. No, by 1798 nearly two mil- 
5 ’ lion and in 1800 nearly three million coins were struck that marks what many 
' m of us consider the first affordable large cents. In 1800, the Mint had ramped 
large cent production up to 2.8 million coins. Many price lists include a few 
l 2 different varieties for the year. That’s quite common for early large cents, as 
’ die variations and minor flaws make for noticeable differences in the coins. 
But the end result of that healthy mintage means that a collector today can 
add a decent coin to his or her collection for a few hundred dollars. Note 
m right away that this is not a mint state piece which cost well into four figures. 

5() But an 1800 large cent in the VG-8 to F-12 zone still has a lot of design left 

on it, and those are the ones that the more frugal collectors among us can 
still afford. In 1801 the large cent production total dipped to 1.36 million, 

, 4 but it rebounded in 1802 to 3.4 million coins, and stayed hefty in 1803, with 

;a . 3.1 million. After this, the production of what are now called the “Draped 

Bust” large cents dropped below a million each year, until the design was 
changed in 1808. What that gives us today is the possibility for a relatively 
affordable short set of Draped Bust large cents. How much each of these 
venerable pieces is worth is a purely personal collecting decision. The next 
large cent design is the short-lived “Classic Head” design, issued from 1808 
)s -1814. While mintage totals did go up into the low seven figure range more 
than once, those totals never go near the ones we’ve just mentioned for 
the more common Draped Bust coins. This translates into higher prices 
_ 6 today. Where large cents really start to drop in price is with the advent of 

of the “Matron Head” cents in 1816. Issued all the way up to 1835, and with 

1( g modifications to 1839, almost every year of issue saw over 1 million large 

cents struck, and several years with more than 3 million issued. This means 
that even today there are plenty of these cents to be found in grades like 
F-12 or VF-20 for well under $100 each. There are even a few of the “Young 
Head” late dates within this series that can be had with XF-40 specimens for 
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about $100, or perhaps a bit more. With news like this under our collective 
belts, the “Braided Hair” large cents of 1839 - 1857 will surely be a series 
worth looking at. We’ll leave this as an informal homework assignment for 
anyone convinced by what we’ve already written. As large cents matured, 
and ultimately faded, they had become rather high mintage coins. For to¬ 
day’s collector, the series by type shouldn’t be a problem to acquire, either 
at a well-stocked dealer’s shop, or perhaps at the next local or state show. ' 
Good luck with it. When it’s all said and done, you could go at amassing a 
large cent collection as I’ve suggested, gathering attractive looking coins, * 
even though they have some wear, filling in years as you go along. You 
could also spend more, but land the more scarce, mint state specimens. ,> 
You could of course look at the whole endeavor with “big copper” from a 
non-numismatic view and just buy one of those big copper ingots, I suppose k 
- after all, I’ll admit that I did. I look at it along with my large cents some¬ 
times, but mostly, I use it as a paper weight! 


The Numismatic Euro by Jack Hepler 

Excerpts from Jack's talk at the 2010 VNA Convention and continued 
from the Spring 2011 edition of The Virginia Numismatist - [Note: The 
eurozone has enjoyed a decade of euro circulation and will issue 
new commemorative designs for the two euro coins in 2012] 

> 

Austria 

Austria chose to produce a series of coins illustrating flowers, archi¬ 
tecture and famous people from its history. The designs were chosen 
by a national panel and public opinion poll. Austrian artist Josef Kai- > 
ser created the designs. The floral series reminds us of our "duty to 
respect the environment" and the "role to be played by Austria in the > 
development of a Community environment policy". The one Eurocent 
design is based on a gentian flower. The edelweiss on the 2 cent coin > 
is a "flower highly appreciated". Alpine primroses appear on the 5 
cent coin. The 10 cent coin represents St Stephen's Cathedral, one ► 
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of the "jewels of Viennese Gothic art" and a popular tourist venue of 
* the country. The Belvedere Palace, illustrated on the 20 cent coins, is 
one of the most beautiful Austrian Baroque palaces. Its name is also 
"synonymous with freedom"; it was there that the Treaty re-establish¬ 
ing the sovereignty of Austria was signed in 1955. The secession 
building in Vienna, which is depicted on the 50 cent coins, illustrates 
the birth in Austria of Art Nouveau, "symbol of the dawn of a new age, 
a metaphorical bridge leading to a new monetary era". The one Euro 
coin shows Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the famous Austrian com¬ 
poser, depicting Austria as a land of music. The two Euro Bi-metallic 
coin shows a portrait of the radical pacifist Bertha von Suttner, sym¬ 
bolizing Austria’s efforts over many decades, to support peace. 


> 


> 


Belgium 

In Belgium, it was decided to apply the same nation¬ 
al obverse to all the Euro coins and to endeavor to 
mark continuity with the existing coins. The model 
was chosen by a panel consisting of high-ranking 
officials, experts in numismatics and artists. The 
coin shows King Albert II. The King's monogram 
(a capital A with a crown on top) is inserted among 
the stars. The author of the design is Jan Alfons 
Keustermans, director of the municipal academy of 
fine arts of Turnhout. 



Finland 

Three designs are based upon motifs similar to those used on pre 
Euro coins. The eurocent denominations incorporate a heraldic lion 
in the design. The One Euro coin has flying swans. The Two Euro 
features cloudberry flowers and berries. Finland does not circulate 
the two smallest euro coins--the one and two Eurocent pieces—on 
the grounds that Finns do not bother with the Finnish coin of equiva¬ 
lent value, the 10 Penni pieces. Finland also distributed fewer coins 
and notes than other countries, relative to its size, because it has the 
lowest amount of cash in circulation. That is because Finns already 
pay for so much with plastic cards and through the Giro system. 
There seems to be a Giro ATM on nearly every corner in Helsinki. 



> 
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In France, a competition was organized in 
parallel with the common side competition. 97 candidates submit¬ 
ted 1240 designs. A panel was convened which was comprised of 
experts in numismatics, artists, a former Member of the European 
Commission, Members of Parliament, representatives of profession¬ 
al sectors and an actress. Chaired by the Minister for Economic Af¬ 
fairs and Finance, it made its choice in April 1997. An engraver from 
the Paris Mint, Fabienne Courtiade drew a "young, feminine Mari¬ 
anne with determined features" who represents "the wish for a sound 
and lasting Europe". She appears on the 1,2 and 5 Eurocent coins. 
The theme of the sower is a constant in the monetary history of the 
franc. Designed by Laurent Jorio, the "modern, timeless graphic rep¬ 
resents France which remains itself, while integrating into Europe". It 
appears on the 10, 20 and 50 Eurocent coins. A tree, drawn by the 
artist Joaquim Jimenez, appears on the 1 and 2 Euro coins. It sym¬ 
bolizes "life, continuity and growth". It is contained in a hexagon and 
is surrounded by the Republican motto "liberte, egalite, fratemite”. 
This tree is also known as the Tree of Life and has deep historical 
significance for the French dating back to the French Revolution. 


Germany 

In Germany, the selection was made by a panel of high-ranking officials 
and experts in numismatics. Three different designs were chosen. 
The oak twigs are reminiscent of the German pfennig. This design 
by Rolf Lederbogen appears on the 1, 2 and 5 Eurocent coins. The 
Brandenburg Gate is the symbol of the division of Germany, followed 
by its reunification. The "perspective of the coin places the emphasis 
on the opening of the gate and stresses the unification of Germany 
and Europe". The design is by Reinhart Heinsdorff. It appears 
on the 10, 20 and 50 Eurocent coins. The eagle is the traditional 
symbol of sovereignty of Germany. The panel appreciated its "linear 
design, which fits in perfectly in the midst of the stars". This work of 
Heinz Snechana Russewa-Hoyer appears on the 1 and 2 euro coins. 
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Greece 

A separate design is incorporated for each of the Greek Euro coins. 
Influences come from Greek mythology, history, politics and shipping. 
A trireme ship of the 5th century BC is the design of the one eurocent 
coin. On the two eurocent is a 19th century corvette. A modern tanker 
is seen on the five Eurocent coin. The image of Rigas Feraios, a well 
known writer and revolutionary is pictured on the 10 cent coin. The 
20 cent shows loannis Kapodistrias.a statesman. Eleftherios Veni- 
zelos, a politician is found on the 50 cent coin. The design on the one 
euro coin is from five centuries BC; a four drachma ancient coin. The 
Abduction of Europa by Zeus is depicted on the bimetallic two euro. 



In Ireland, the government decided in favor of a single obverse for all 
the coins. This Celtic harp, a traditional symbol of Ireland, is the work 
of Jarlath Hayes. The uses the Gaelic word Eire. 



Italy 

In Italy, the coins were pre-selected by a Technical and Artistic Com¬ 
mittee, on the basis of detailed discussions fuelled by opinion polls. 
The final choice was made in February 1998 by the television view¬ 
ers of RAI uno during a special Sunday broadcast. Italy has adopted 
a different side for each coin and chose designs from among the 
masterpieces of its artistic tradition. The Castel de Monte appears 
on the 1 eurocent coin. This fortress, built in 1240 to serve as a resi¬ 
dence for Emperor Frederick II, and located near Andria in Apulia, 
is "one of the most fascinating monuments in Italy". The 2 eurocent 
coin reproduces the "Mole Antonelliana", a tower designed in 1863 
by Alessandro Antonelli. Today the symbol of the city of Turin, the 
tower is considered to be one of the masterpieces of 19th centu¬ 
ry Italian architecture. The 5 eurocent coin reproduces the Flavius 



ITALY 



amphitheatre started under Emperor Vespasian in 75 AD and inau¬ 
gurated by Emperor Titus in 80 AD. Baptised the "Colosseum" in the 
Middle Ages due to its colossal dimensions, the building remains the 
"most spectacular illustration of Roman architecture". One of the most 
famous works in the world, the "Birth of Venus" by Sandro Botticelli is 
displayed in the Uffizi palace gallery, in Florence. This 10 eurocent 
coin commemorates "one of the greatest successes in Italian artistic 
culture". The 20 eurocent coin reproduces a sculpture by Umberto 
Boccioni, leader of the Italian Futurist School. Produced in 1913, 
this work entitled "unique forms of continuity in space" is to be found 
in the Gallery of Modern Art in Milan. The 50 eurocent coin depicts 
the statue of Emperor Marcus Aurelius on horseback, transferred in 
1538 from the Lateran to the Capitol, and now located in the middle 
of the square restored by Michelangelo at the request of Pope Paul 
III. The 1 euro coin reproduces the famous drawing by Leonardo da 
Vinci on the proportions of the human body. It symbolizes the Italian 
Renaissance and the "desire for harmony between man and the uni¬ 
verse". The 2 euro coin reproduces a portrait of Dante Alighieri drawn 
by Raphael. The original portrait is housed in the Vatican Palace. It 
is intended to illustrate the "triumph of virtues, kindness and beauty." 



Luxembourg 

In Luxembourg, Article 39 of the Constitution gives the Grand Duke 
the right to mint coins in accordance with the law. According to the 
press release, "His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Luxembourg 
has decided that the national side of the coins denominated in euro 
would be struck with the effigy of its Lieutenant-Representative, 
his Royal Highness the heir to the Grand Duke Henri". The coins 
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mention the year of issue and the word Luxembourg written in Lux- 
embourgish ("Letzebuerg"). These designs are the work of Yvette 
Gastauer-Claire (the only candidate from Luxembourg in the Euro¬ 
pean coin competition), designated "by agreement between the royal 
household and the government." 


Netherlands 


1 
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Queen Beatrix is featured on 
all Netherlands coins. 

Portugal 

In Portugal, three different obverses were 
chosen, following a graphics competition. 

The coins are designed by Mr. Vitor Manuei 
Fernandes dos Santos. He drew his inspiration from symbols com¬ 
ing from the origins of the history of Portugal and reproducing the 
three seals of the first King, don Afonso Henriques. The heart of the 
1, 2 and 5 cent coins contains the first royal seal of 1134 with the 
keyword Portugal. The seal shown in the centre of the 10, 20 and 50 
cent coins dates back to 1142. On the 1 and 2 euro coins, the coun¬ 
try's castles and coats of arms are incorporated in the midst of the 
European stars symbolizing "dialogue, the exchange of values and 
the dynamics of the building of Europe". In the centre of the coin is 
the royal seal of 1144. 


/ 




. 




l.-jjf --0 


Spain 

In Spain, the Head of Government, Mr. Jose Maria Aznar, presented 
a series of coins with three different designs on 2 March 1998. €1 
and €2 coins have a portrait of King Carlos 1 de Borbon y Borbon. 
Miguel de Cervantes, the father of Spanish literature appears on 10, 
20 and 50 eurocent coins. The Cathedral of St Jacques de Compos- 
telle is a jewel of Spanish Roman art and one of the most famous pil¬ 
grimage venues in the world. The 1,2 and 5 eurocent coins show the 
"monumental facade of the Obradorio, a splendid example of Span¬ 
ish baroque", the construction of which was started in 1667 by Jose 
deToro and Domingo de Andrade. (Source: European Central Bank) 
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Monaco 

The 1, 2 and 5 eurocent show an official crest. The 10, 20 and 50 
eurocent show a traditional image of a mounted knight. €1 has por¬ 
traits of Prince Rainier and Crown Prince Albert. The €2 coins have 
a portrait of Prince Rainier. (Not pictured) 







San Marino 

San Marino coin designs include architectural, traditional and histori¬ 
cal themes. 



Vatican City 

Ever hard to obtain Vatican City coins 
feature the image of the Pope. 




Tenth anniversary designs for two euro coins by member states in¬ 
cluding Estonia which joined last year, as well as Slovenia, Slovakia, 
and Malta, not pictured, have been designed since Jack Hepler's talk. 


► 


Dr. Tom Wood's Pursuit of a 1913 Liberty Nickel by Jeff Burke 

Tom Wood is the owner of Apoth Coins/Scarlett's Antiques in downtown Lynchburg. I 
sat down with Tom for an interview at his coin store on January 14, 2012 to jot down 
his early memories of collecting Liberty Head nickels. Tom started collecting coins 
in the mid-1950s. Like many young collectors of his day, he was eager to fill holes 
in his blue Whitman folders. His Liberty nickels folder had a blank cardboard filler in 
the hole for the 1913 coin stamped “5.” Initially, Tom decided against assembling a 
Liberty Head nickel collection because he would never be able to complete the set. 
He felt this factor put a damper on collecting Liberty nickels for other people, as well. 
Nonetheless, Tom found the beauty of Liberty nickels to be mesmerizing. He started 
collecting the series in 1970 when he purchased an 1892 Liberty nickel in choice 
uncirculated condition. Tom limited his search to well struck Liberty nickels with full 
corn details on the reverse along with full details hair and stars on the obverse. He 
dreamed of owning a 1913 Liberty nickel. “Designed by Charles Barber. The obverse 
of the coin features a head of Liberty with her hair pulled up in a bun, wearing a coro¬ 
net with the word LIBERTY inscribed and a wreath. The date appears below the head 
and thirteen stars surround. On the reverse of the coin, a large 'V' (the Roman numeral 
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for '5' figures prominently in the center, surrounded by a wreath. A small E PLURI- 
BUS UNUM appears in the arc above the V and a larger UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA appears near the outer edge. The word CENTS appears beneath the 
wreath." [1] Tom's experience illustrates the special attraction the 1913 Liberty nick¬ 
el has held for generations of collectors. Coin World editor Beth Deisher notes that 
the public hunt to locate a prized 1913 Liberty Head nickel has been going on for 
more than 70 years, helping to popularize the hobby of coin collecting. [2] Mean¬ 
while, “tracing the pedigrees of the individual coins gets complicated after the coins 
were split up because of the lack of uniformity in nomenclature. That is, how do you 
designate each coin?...What do you call each one? There's no rhyme or reason to 
the nomenclature of famous coins, so it's often difficult to know exactly which coin is 
being discussed.” An article on 1913 Liberty nickels posted on the Heritage Auctions 
website describes the five pieces as follows: 

1. The Norweb-Smithsonian Specimen PR60 

2. The Olsen-Hawn Specimen PR 64 NGC 

3. The Eliasberg Specimen PR 66 PCGS 

4. The Walton Specimen PR 62 

5. The McDermott-ANA Specimen PR 55 NGC. [3] 

It was the McDermott specimen that first came to Tom’s attention when, in 1967, 
J.V. McDermott sold it to Aubrey Bebee for a “world record...winning bid of $46,000.” 
In the early 1970s, Tom started working for a pharmacist in Otsego, Michigan who 
ran a coin business on the side. Tom would buy coins such as the 1916 Standing 
Liberty Quarter, 1877 Indian Head cent and 1955 Doubled Die Lincoln cent which 
were then placed in a safe until Tom could work them off! They used to get Coin 
World at this store, and Tom remembers seeing ads for Liberty nickels which caught 
his attention. In 1977, Tom relocated to New Jersey to take another position in the 
pharmaceutical industry. Tom frequented coin shows to purchase choice uncircu¬ 
lated Liberty nickels, as well as Standing Liberty Quarters and Proof Three-Cent 
nickels. He began attending coin auctions in New York City held at Stack’s, Bowers 
& Merena and Christie's. A friend would often accompany him to these venues. They 
would park at his friend's house in Jersey City, jump on the "PATH" for a dollar, get 
off around 47th Street and walk to the auctions with a brown bag meal. Typically, 
Tom would buy lots of Liberty nickels, keep the best high grade specimens for his 
own collection, and then sell the others. Tom got to know Abe Kosoff, often referred 
to as the "Dean of American Numismatics," through contact at major coin auctions 
in Manhattan. Years earlier, Kosoff had played a prominent role in the acquisition 
of three 1913 Liberty Head nickels-the Smithsonian, Eliasberg and (Olsen) Hawn 
specimens. Tom corresponded with Kosoff, who accepted Tom's query to be a con¬ 
tributor to the 1977 first edition of The Official ANA Grading Standards, compiled 
by Kosoff. Tom authored a piece on Liberty nickels for the volume. Tom remained 
determined to buy his own 1913 Liberty nickel. His moment of opportunity came 
in 1993, when Texas numismatist Reed Hawn “decided...to part with his two prize 
treasures (a 1913 Liberty Head nickel and the Mickley specimen of the Class I 1804 
Draped Bust Dollar) ‘hopefully to make some money’ and to give other collectors the 
‘joy of ownership’ of the legendary coins.” Hawn consigned his coins to Stack's in 
New York where they sold at auction on October 13-14, 1993. Tom signed into this 
auction and looked at the nickel. He opened the bidding on lot 245, the Olsen-Hawn 
1913 Liberty nickel, at $340,000. Alas, the coin sold for $962,500. In 2004 or 2005, 
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Tom went to another Stack's auction in New York City. Harvey Stack said, 
“Hello, Mr. Wood.” Tom asked, “How did you know my name?” Stack replied, *■ 
“I know the name of everyone who ever bid on a 1913 Liberty nickel in one of 
my auctions.” Ironically, while the names of recent bidders are well known, > 
the name of the person who “turned the crank on the presses to stamp out 
the five 1913 Liberty Head nickels” in the first place has never been proven. ► 
Not knowing the answer serves to maintain the mystique of these famous 
coins. Numismatic researchers have spent over eight decades attempting > 
to crack the case of how the 1913 Liberty Head nickels were created. “There 
are only a few facts to aid in a solution to the mystery: 

1) Dies for the 1913 Liberty nickels were made in the last two months of 
1912. We know this as records show 10 sets of 1913 Liberty nickel dies 
were shipped to San Francisco on November 25, 1912. Philadelphia * 
Mint proof dies would have been made about the same time. 

2) Mint Director George Roberts told his staff on December 13, 1912, to » 
do nothing about the five cent coinage until the new designs are ready. 

3) The first Buffalo nickels were coined on February 21,1913. ► 

4) Five different Liberty Head nickels exist, and each shows some de¬ 
gree of reflectivity or mirrored surface. > 

5) Samuel W. Brown first exhibited the coins in 1920, after advertising 

to purchase them in December 1919. , 

6) Brown worked at the Mint from 1903-1913, resigned in November.” 

To date, more questions than answers remain about the saga of the 1913 
Liberty nickels. Did Samuel W. Brown have one or more accomplices in a 
possible surreptitious striking of the nickels? “Are there more than five 1913 
Liberty Head nickels? Rumors that six or even eight of the nickels exist v 
continue to surface on the edges of numismatic folklore, largely ignored but 
never completely disproved.” Destroyed mint records complicate matters > 
as well. Tom thinks 1913 Liberty nickels were clandestinely made as a type 

of fantasy coin. He doesn't believe they will be confiscated by the govern- ► 
ment because all five coins have been widely traded between numismatists 
over a long period of time. Tom would be comfortable buying one. He thinks y 
the government should sell one of its two specimens. At the 2011 Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association Convention in Fredericksburg, Tom delivered ^ 
a presentation about "Roman Numeral Coins," including Liberty nickels. He 
brought his complete, mint state set of Liberty nickels to show as part of his 
talk. One dealer on the bourse remarked that he hadn't seen a complete " 
set of mint state Liberty nickels in over twenty years! Tom transported this 
remarkable set in a Capital holder-void of a 1913 hole. Later, Tom said that > 
if he acquired a 1913 Liberty nickel he would order a special holder with a 
fancy design for the 1913 slot! During our time on the bourse, Tom donated ► 
$800 worth of coin rolls including Liberty nickels to George Cash for the 
VNA Youth Director to disburse. Perhaps these coins will spark an interest , 
in children who may someday dream of owning a 1913 Liberty Head nickel. 
Bibliography ► 

[1] Jeff Garrett and Ron Guth, 100 Greatest U.S. Coins, 2nd ed., Whitman Publishing, Atlanta 2005 

[2] Paul Montgomery, Mark Borckardt, and Ray Knight, Million Dollar Nickels, Zyrus Press, Irvine, CA 2005 ^ 

[3] Heritage Auctions website, 1913 5C Liberty PR 64 NGC....Proof Liberty Nickels, January 15, 2012 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 
Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 
^ cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg^ 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 
► --- 

CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 

Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

) * ----- 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on last Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm 
> for meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 
424-996-8942. 


> PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 

j Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
> 633-9337, www.racceteer.com 

1 '-—- 

^ RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital¬ 
ic > iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 

804-651-2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 


5 > SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 

5 Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 240 83,540-992-5331. 

► SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern- 

5 ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5055 

y TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 

Street, (next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 
>. ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

- VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 

* ► House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil- 

" liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

3 ---- 

t v WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 

3 room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 

j ^ the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 

^ earthlink.net (TonyTripi) _ 

X y WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 

|. of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 

(703) 323-5070. 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 


> 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 




Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 


On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 


m 


THE SENTRY BOX 
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Virginia Bcaih VA 2 M 56-0112 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 

COIN & CURRENCY 

March 11, June 24, Sept 16, Nov 25, 2012 S HOW 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 

Admission Hours 

Parking & 9:00 a.m. to 

Appraisals 4:30 p.m. 

Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 




OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 

October 27-28, 2012 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Dealer Day and Setup on October 26, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 











THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. > 
23462 (757)623-1944. 

> 

WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 

FL 32751 (407) 644-0085. > 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 
Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 > 

WANTED: Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. > 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, > 

michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, > 
VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National > 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118, Belair, MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 _ 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed- * 

dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron, 

PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. _ > 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col¬ 
lection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 ^ 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. > 

historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE” 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring, 

PO. Box 633, Vienna, VA22183, (703) 938-7267 _ ► 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. > 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com ► 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com. 

► 
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Our website is new, 
but we’re not! 



Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 


Outer * 


>*•**■* On COliOCtiAn a# 


> 


> 

> 

> 
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We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 


The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 
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ORGANIZED 

•P59 


PO* use ONLY IN UNITED STATES MILITARY 

ESTABUSHMENTS -— BY UNITED STATES 

AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH APPLICABLE RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 

► in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

* Inside: 

> Now HearThis - Collecting United States Military Payment 
Certificates (MPC) by Tom Kays 

♦ Famous Nickels, First Dates - The Big Three by Mark Benvenuto 





















Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles® 

P.0. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
Alynne Cutler Skrabalak 

Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 
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2012 ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlineforall copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 
issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 



VOLUME 48, No. 2 
Spring 2012 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot beforwarded, so besureto 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relating to the magazine to 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information forthe numismatic com¬ 
munity. Goto: vnaonline.org 


The Virginia Numismatic Association 
has on filethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letters to the Editor are invited 
from VNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 
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MILITMJY PAYM ENT 
K CERTIFICATE 


FIVE CENTS, 


MPC Series 591, Regular Issue, a "nickel on paper" from a half 
century ago still compounds numismatic interest today. 


( 


[ 


VNA Membership/Renewal Application 

Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O $10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 
O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 


(Please Print) Date. 

Name 


Street or P.O. Box__ 

City, State, Zip_ 

E-mail _Telephone_ 

(Your contact information is kept confidential) Make check payable to "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 


j 


► 

► 

► 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

OFFICERS 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, Richmond, 

VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Vice-President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, Greenville, VA 
24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, 
VA 23328 
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jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

John Koebert 

11068 Saffold Way, Reston, 
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571-643-6590 

johnnyck@verizon.net 
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EMAIL 
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imjudern@comcast.net 
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P.O. Box 25815, Alexandria, 
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> 
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Beach, VA 23456 
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mancn@cox.net 

> 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
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georgecoins@msn.com 

> 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 

VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 


Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 
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President’s Message 


Greetings, 

There is breaking news about the September VNA convention—we will host an 
auction of the Vincent W. Alones collection of early U.S. copper coins. On Satur¬ 
day evening, September 29, 2012, there will be a major coin auction at the VNA 
Convention of 250 to 300 lots of colonials, half cents, and large cents—fresh mate¬ 
rial that has not been on the market for the past 50+ years. This collection includes 
1793 chain and wreath cents; key dates of 1799, 1804 and pedigreed coins obtained 
from B. Max Mehl, Walter Breen, Abe Kosoff, and Anderson Dupont collections; 
and many other notables. Many of the middle date large cents from 1816 on are 
very high grade, AU and above. My personal favorite is an 1823 ’’Proof 70" re¬ 
strike, broken die large cent purchased in 1940. Another three hundred coins will 
be for sale on the bourse floor throughout the convention at fixed prices. Over 620 
large cents and 45 colonials and half cents are to be sold. This is a collection you 
don’t want to miss. For more information, watch the VNA website at vnaonline. 
org. 

Mr. Alones started collecting in 1934 and his collection contains many copper coins 
from major auctions such as the Anderson-Dupont Collection (1954), B. Frank Col¬ 
lection (1956), Farish Baldenhofer Collection (1955), B. Max Mehl (1942), and 
coins from Abe Kosoff, Walter Breen, and New Netherlands Coin Company. Vin¬ 
cent W. Alones, a World War II Navy veteran from Long Island, NY, had his name 
published in the July 2011 issue of The Numismatist for being a 50 year member 
of the ANA. Vincent was an award-winning exhibitor who won an ANA Presiden¬ 
tial Award in 1994 and the Medal of Merit in 1995. Vincent attended every ANA 
Convention from 1952 to 2008! Mr. Alones won over 200 prizes in numismatic 
competitions during his lifetime and was a long-time member of the Long Island 
Coin Club. 

The sale of VNA books is progressing nicely with most of the hardbacks sold. If 
you want either the Affleck or Jones & Littlefield hardbacks on Virginia obsolete 
currency, you are advised to order them now. We still have copies in 3-hole binders 
of the Virginia Tokens book and the Jones & Littlefield books. To check the avail¬ 
ability of any of the books or of framed reproductions of obsolete Virginia notes, 
contact George Merz (see page 3 of this issue). 

See you at the convention. 

George Cash 
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Editor's Corner 


Half a Million Dollars in Coins and Banknotes Reported 
Stolen in Fairfax County, VA 


From the Washington Examiner of May 16th, Scott McCabe - Staff Writer reports 
that thieves stole up to $500K in antique coins and bank notes. Fairfax County 
Police seek tips at ’’Crime Solvers” by phone, at 866-411-8477. A cash reward 
will be paid for information that leads to an arrest. On the evening of April 14, an 
Annandale man and his wife returned home from a coin show in Charlottesville. 
Parking their car on Stuart Circle they went inside and returned after ten minutes to 
discover items valued between $300,000 and $500,000 missing from the car. The 
coins and notes had been hidden in the rear hatch of the car. The owners surmise 
they were followed home from the coin show by thieves. Missing items were inside 
three brown leather briefcases, two document holders and a leather backpack. 


Coin dealers are advised to be on the lookout for 1929 National Banknotes of $5, 
$10, and $20 dollars denomination from the Peoples National Bank of Leesburg, 
the 2nd National Bank of Culpeper, and the Fauquier National Bank, as well as 
Nationals from Fairfax, Warrenton, Hot Springs, Staunton, Harrisonburg, Waynes¬ 
boro, Strasburg, Roanoke, Marshall and Charlottesville. Several Series of 1934 
Federal Reserve Notes of $1000, and $500 were also taken as well as a Series of 
1928 $500 note. Stolen were numerous Confederate notes in denominations from 
$1 to $500, a 1932 Indian $10 dollar gold piece, numerous commemorative half 
dollars, and other less well distinguishable numismatic items including key date 
Lincoln cents, one dollar gold pieces, and obsolete bank notes of the Confederacy. 
Callers to the police tip line are assured they need not give their names to police or 
appear in court. 


Tom Kays 
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54TH CONVENTION 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
COIN AND CURRENCY SHOW 


The Virginia Numismatic Association will hold its 54th annual convention, 
coin and currency show, September 28-30 (Friday 10 AM to 6 PM, Satur¬ 
day, 10 AM to 6 PM and Sunday, 10 AM to 4 PM). For the second year 
we will be at the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. 
Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA. 

The VNA coin show is the largest in Virginia. Dealers at 150 tables will 
offer U.S. and foreign coins and paper money, ancients, Civil War currency, 
tokens, medals, supplies, numismatic books, gold and silver bullion, historic 
objects and many other numismatic and collector related items. In addition 
to buying, selling and trading of numismatic items, opportunities for free 
appraisals will be available as well as the SEGS grading service for authen¬ 
tication. Look for a special letter to all VNA members for an invitation to 
a very special event on Friday night. 

Convention Officials Wanted: Do you look forward to seeing Exhibits at 
the show? If so, please volunteer to help run them or at least help judge 
them. Exhibits of numismatic materials span the gamut of collector inter¬ 
est - this year’s special theme focuses on the sesquicentennial anniversary 
of the American Civil War or rather, “War between the States.” There will 
be educational talks by numismatic experts and sessions on how to profes¬ 
sionally photograph coins. 

Do you support educating “Future Numismatists” or perhaps like helping 
out with Scouts? If so please volunteer to help at the Youth Table. Young 
coin collectors will find fun activities at the Youth Table and perhaps free 
samples? A Scout coin collecting badge workshop will be held on Satur¬ 
day, September 29, from 1-3 PM. We forecast youthful enthusiasm border¬ 
ing on near delight with scattered thunderclaps of giggles around the Youth 
Table. Be prepared. 

Do you like to participate in Raffles? Money the club gets from the conven¬ 
tion’s raffle supports VNA’s educational work. Raffle tickets will be sold in 
books of 11 for a $10.00 contribution to “VNA Education.” There will be 
hourly drawings for numismatic items and a gold coin grand prize at the end 
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of each day of the show. 

Please volunteer at the front desk to meet and greet visitors for a couple of 
hours and sell raffle tickets, or volunteer to help nan the raffle drawing. 

Admission and parking are free for the coin show and convention events. 
Pre-show “early bird” admission is $35 during dealer setup starting at 3 PM 
on Thursday, September 27. 

Do you want the VNA Convention to continue its long, fifty-four year run of 
successful family enjoyment of our coin collecting hobby and to get a little 
bit better every year? We are asking for you to step up and volunteer for a 
two-hour block of light duty at the Convention. If you are able to help with 
the convention in any capacity, (and everyone can), please contact Gregg 
with probable dates / times you’re available and we will match your talents 
to agreeable tasks. 

Keep an eye on the VNA website, www.vnaonline.org for updates on the 
convention or contact Gregg Cobum 540-272-1524, cobumgregg@gmail. 
com for informastion. 


MAJOR COIN AUCTION SLATED FOR VNA CONVENTION 

Vincent W. Alones, born in 1916, a World War II Navy veteran from 
Long Island, NY has passed away at age 95. Vincent had his name 
published in the July 2011 issue of The Numismatist for being a 50 
year member of the ANA. Vincent is an award-winning exhibitor who 
won an ANA Presidential Award in 1994 and the Medal of Merit in 
1995. Vincent attended every ANA Convention from 1952 to 2008 
and won over 200 prizes in numismatic competitions during his life¬ 
time. He was a long-time member of the Long Island Coin Club. His 
estate has provided a portion of Vincent’s amazing coin collection to 
be sold, in part, to benefit the Virginia Numismatic Association. Vin¬ 
cent started collecting in 1934 and his collection contains many coins 
from major auctions such as the Anderson-Dupont Collection (1954), 
B. Frank Collection (1956), Farish Baldenhofer Collection (1955), B. 
Max Mehl (1942), and coins obtained from Abe Kosoff, Walter Breen, 
Empire, T. Weiss, and New Netherlands Coin Company. Many of the 
coins are gem uncirculated and some are proof. 
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The Virginia Numismatic Association will hold its 54th annual con¬ 
vention, coin and currency show, September 28-30 (Friday 10 AM 
to 6 PM, Saturday, 10 AM to 6 PM and Sunday, 10 AM to 4 PM at > 
the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver 
Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA. Session I of the Vincent Alones Estate > 
will be sold at auction on Saturday night at 7:00 PM, September 
29th, 2012, at the VNA show. Session I will include between 250 > 

and 300 auction lots. Session I contains mostly copper coins and is 
especially strong in large cents, with many uncirculated and some > 
fantastic proof examples. In addition, a nearly equal number of lots 
will be sold throughout the convention at fixed prices on the bourse 
floor. For sale or auction will be 628 U.S. large cents and about 
45 colonials and half cents. Every date of large cent will be sold, 
many in multiple quantities. Early date cent highlights include two > 
1793 Chains, one 1793 Wreath cent, eleven 1794 large cents, three 
1795s, six 1796s, six 1797s, fifteen 1798s, a single 1799, five 1800s, > 

five 1801s, thirteen 1802s, thirteen 1803s, six 1804s (genuine, re¬ 
strike, and counterfeit) and so forth. 

The real strength of the collection is with the middle date large cents 
with multiples of each date from 1816 on, none lower in grade than 
Extra Fine and with runs of “gem uncirculated” and proof examples 
not seen on the market for many decades. Probably some “finest 
known” examples such as an 1823 Restrike, Broken Die enthusiasti¬ 
cally labeled “Proof-70” that was purchased in 1940 give a sense of 
the hidden beauties that may turn up during cataloging. The coins > 
conveniently come with attribution, original auction flips, date and 
price paid, with some purchased as far back as 1937. Again large > 
quantities of middle dates are present including six 1816s, fifteen 
1817s, thirteen 1818s and so on. A complete list with photos, attribu- ► 
tion and provenance is being assembled and should appear on the 
VNA website and/or in hardcopy catalog format by the end of July. 
Colonials include 1776 Continental Dollars in a variety of composi¬ 
tions, and worthy lots of Massachusetts Silver, State coppers, Nova 
Constellatios, Fugio cents, Washingtonia, and French colonials. Nice 
half cents span 1795 through 1837 including high grade 1803 and 
1804 examples. 

Special auction lots may be available for advance viewing at the 
Whitman Coin and Collectibles Expo at the Baltimore Convention ► 
Center on June 29th. VNA members may expect a special mailing 
with update about viewing lots and details for obtaining the catalog. 
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IN MEMORIUM - JACK LEITE 




Jack Leite passed away Tuesday, May 8th in Norfolk Va. Jack was 71. He 
enjoyed dealing in coppers and small cents. He was a member and dealer 

> with the North Carolina Numismatic Association for a number of years. 
Jack served on the NCNA Board of Directors and helped organize four coin 

> shows each year at the Bartlett Street VFW in Norfolk and in Virginia Beach. 

Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers go out to his wife, Rose and his family. 

> _ 


OLD COIN GALLERY 


1838 Large Stars Dime dug at a Civil War site in Northern Virginia 


Three Cent Silver 
"Trime" field carved into 
an ID pin or love token 
with "E. C. Shuck 1857" 
in two lines of differing 
style - Dug at a Civil War 
site in Northern Virginia - 
Seen in relation to a cent 
for size comparison 


9 










COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club and Regional Numismatic As¬ 
sociation Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 

JULY 2012 

SALEM COIN CLUB SHOW: July 28-29, 2012. Saturday, 9:30-5:30; Sunday, 
9:30-3. American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr. Salem, VA. No earlybirds. 
Contact: Will Camp, 540-943-2267 

AUGUST 2012 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB FALL COIN AND STAMP SHOW: August 11, 2012. 
10:00 AM -4:00 PM Elks Lodge, 389 Elk Dr, Charlottesville, VA 22911-8434 Con¬ 
tact Bob Tharpe 434-977-5734 rwtharpe@comcast.net 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION: August IT- 
19, 2012. Northwest Trade Ctr., 2211 Dug Gap Battle Rd., Dalton, GA. Contact: 
Bob Hurst, 321-427-6474, forvm@comcast.net. www.brna.org 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

WINCHESTER FALL SHOW: Sept. 15th, 2012. 9:30 AM-5:00 PM. Hampton Inn, 
1204 Berryville Ave, Winchester, VA., (1-81 exit 315). Contact: David Sabo 540- 
535-7236 or Doug Bowers bottles@shentel.net. 1-81 Exit 315 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 2012 Convention & Coin Show: Sept 
28-30, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 6:00, Sun 10:00 - 4:00, Fredericksburg Expo & Confer¬ 
ence Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. (PH: 540- 
272-1524). Email: coburngregg@gmail.com. More information at www.vnaon- 
line.org and fredericksburgexpocenter.com. Contact Gregg Coburn: PO Box 
824, Bealeton, VA22715 


OCTOBER 2012 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW: October 20-21, 2012. Saturday, 9:30-5:30; 
Sunday, 9:30-3. American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr. Salem, VA. No early¬ 
birds. Contact: Will Camp, 540-943-2267 

NOVEMBER 2012 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB COIN SHOW: November 2-4, 2012, Friday & Saturday 
10-6; Sunday 10-4. Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Boulevard, Richmond 
VA. Contact: Connie Robertson, 804-651-2536, connie3798@comcast.net. 
www.richmondcoinclub.org 

DECEMBER 2012 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW: December 7,8 9. Friday 
12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. Weyers Cave Community Ctr., Weyers Cave, 
VA, 1-81 Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy. 256. Sponsored by: Weyers Cave Lions Club. 
Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 55 
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Now Hear This! - Collect Military Payment Certificates 
(MPC) by Tom Kays 

Civilians may collect U.S. coins and currency a long time before 
running across any Military Payment Certificates (MPC). MPC 
form a neat collecting branch of possibilities to supplement 
20th century small currency. MPC are temporary legal tender for 
authorized personnel. Few survive since they have long past 
expiration dates at which time they must have been redeemed 
or became worthless. MPC started during post World War II oc¬ 
cupation, and served through the Korean conflict and Viet Nam 
eras. Like Allied Military Currency issued during WWII, MPC fol¬ 
lowed a long succession of special provisions for military pay 
going back to the Continental Congress during the American 
Revolution. Lacking sufficient specie to meet payroll of the 
growing Army, the Continental Congress issued paper notes 
under the fiscal exigencies of war that soon became “not worth 
a Continental.” Paying armies on credit during wartime helps 
provide incentive to win in order to be repaid. 

During WWII the Bureau of Engraving and Printing marked small 
size currency in accord ideas for Allied Military Pay, overprint¬ 
ing “HAWAII” for money destined for use in the Pacific theater 
and with yellow ink for the seal, issued to troops in North Africa. 
Should a strategic evacuation be ordered from a region it was 
necessary to distinguish which notes to hold valueless after fall 
or capture. Economic warfare as well promised that hostile na¬ 
tions given enough time might counterfeit notes to undermine 
the enemy as happened with English notes. Black market activ¬ 
ity and profiteering as well posed problems that regular issue 
currency would exacerbate. Lessons learned during WWII com¬ 
bat had to switch to post war occupation in various countries 
as U.S. military personnel would be stationed at remote bases 
around the world in peacekeeping ventures. Ideal would be a 
form of money that could be controlled for use by authorized 
personnel only. 

United States Military Payment Certificates were to play a part in 
rebuilding that grand, post-war world. MPC began in 1946 with 
a first printing of notes of various denomination from five cents 
on up, simply identified as 1946, - Number One, or in military 
nomenclature “Series 461.” In all fifteen series of MPC were 
printed from 1946 through 1969, yet only thirteen were issued, 
sometimes years after printing. The final issue was Series 692 
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(1969, Issue Number Two) used through 1973. MPC gave mili¬ 
tary brass the control to order the recall all notes of all military 
personnel in a region and to reissue new notes for old on a giv¬ 
en day. Conversion Day called “C-Day” would be a surprise, un¬ 
announced in advance, except for military pay specialists who 
would deploy to remote bases with new notes, ledger books, 
and classified orders for the base commander. On C-day all per¬ 
sonnel would be restricted to base until they had surrendered 
their old notes and been issued new. Unauthorized personnel 
off-base and throughout the local economy, black marketers, 
and anyone else lacking proper military ID were out of luck, 
since tomorrow all unaccounted for notes would be deemed 
worthless. Only new notes were to be honored the next day. 
Old series notes were confiscated and destroyed. Profiteers 
having large and unexplained quantities of old notes from what¬ 
ever source, for whatever reason, would be under pressure to 
decide whether to redeem them (with adequate explanation) or 
take the loss of a small fortune that simply could not be ex¬ 
plained. It is unfortunate that the use of MPC did not continue 
into the Gulf Wars, where upon going home, large sums of U.S. 
legal tender could not be accounted for, lost but still retaining 
buying power, for unauthorized personnel to use in dangerous 
ways. In the 21st century, Stored Value Cards have taken the 
place of MPC, just as credit/debit cards now replace currency. 
Small numbers of old series MPC notes do turn up as souvenirs, 
usually in heavily circulated condition. Images of “liberty” on 
MPC began with traditional icons such as the Statue of Liberty, 
evolving on later issues into images of liberty as understood by 
soldiers to include beautiful women more the ideal of being “at 
liberty.” Fine vignettes grace the larger denomination notes. 

Regular issue notes have serial numbers beginning and ending 
with a letter. “Replacements” like “star notes” in the civilian cur¬ 
rency are distinguished by missing the last letter of the MPC se¬ 
rial number. Replacements are significantly scarcer than regu¬ 
lar issues. MPC in fractions of a dollar down to five cents, echo 
the interest in U.S. fractional currency of the 19th century and 
are worthy of inclusion in serious U.S. currency collections. If 
you wish to know more about MPC consider attending the 
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Pictured above - Series 591, Fifty Cents, regular is¬ 
sue a series/denomination with one of the lowest 
number of notes printed 

annual “MPCFest” in Port Columbus Ohio. Get more involved 
by reporting any new finds of replacement notes (none are 
known for some series/denominations) and register the serial 
numbers of your MPC notes for population studies online, 
subscribe to the “MPC Gram” a free E-Newsletter edited by 
Fred Schwan, or consider buying books about MPC offered at 
www.papermoneyworld.com'. 
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Famous Nickels, First Dates - The Big Three 

By Mark Benvenuto 

If you read enough articles in the greater numismatic press, you will invari¬ 
ably come across something about 1913 Liberty Head nickels. We read 
about them. We sigh and wish for a spare few million dollars to bid on one. 
Some refuse to recognize it as a true nickel that was made to circulate, and 
know that the dear man that made the five of them ought to be called a con 
artist, based on what he did. When it comes to key nickels for your collec¬ 
tion, the 1913 Liberty Head just doesn’t qualify for 99.999999% of collec¬ 
tors. But here are three dates that do. 


The 1866 Shield Nickel 

After the Civil War, a profusion of American coin types circulated in lieu of 
specie. Postage currency and fractional currency notes in three and five 
cent denominations needed to be called in for redemption. “Nickel cents” 
were made through 1864. Nickel Three Cent Pieces made in 1865 compet¬ 
ed with silver “trimes” and silver half dimes, still being hoarded, were soon 
to gain a better circulating, nickel-only competitor as well. In 1866, the 
United States Mint got into the business of making a new coin, a Five Cent 
Nickel in a big way. Produced exclusively in Philadelphia, over 14.7 mil¬ 
lion of these new coins came gushing out of Mint in that first year of issue. 
At the same time, a trickle of silver half dimes was issued in Philadelphia, 
while 120,000 of them came from the San Francisco branch facility on the 
West Coast where a pinch of gold was still king in small change. The Shield 
Nickel obverse featured a “Union” shield similar to the Two Cent Piece but 
with the motto elevated to the legend, and colorfully described at the time 
as “a tombstone surmounted by a cross overhung by weeping willows.” The 
reverse had a large numeral “5” with the word “cents” below. The “5” was 
surrounded by stars with rays between, although some saw “red” seeing 
“Stars and Bars” simmering a growing uproar. 

As with many initial designs for United States coinage, Longacre’s Shield 
Design with Rays needed a design tweak in 1867. The rays that separated 
each star on the reverse design were dropped. For our purposes today, it 
doesn’t matter if they were dropped because of their resemblance to “Stars 
and Bars” or for the ability to strike up the coin properly (hard nickel caused 
dies to break quickly) - we just note that rays were indeed dropped. What 
that means for us is that we have an unusual two year type to collect. 
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Since there were 2 million of the 1867’s produced with rays, and over 28 
• million without, it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out which one is the 
scarcer coin. But “scarce” is a relative term, especially when you are talk- 

► ing about millions of anything. In short, each variety of U.S. Shield Nickel, 
those with “Stars and Bars” and those with less controversial “Stars only” 

> are available today for collectors. 



> The 1883 Liberty Head Nickel. 

> Our next famous first date is the premier year of Liberty Head nickels. This 
series achieved some notoriety at both its beginning and end. For anyone 
who has never heard the term “racketeer nickel,” some 1883 nickels without 
the word “cents,” apparently were gold plated by less-than-scrupulous folks, 
and passed off as $5 gold pieces. The story goes that small shopkeepers 
might be bamboozled into giving change for $5.00 instead of $0.05 when 
presented with a new and unfamiliar, gold-looking, U.S. “cents-less” coin of 

> half eagle size. If the “shill” remained silent during the transaction for a two 
cent cigar, tendering a gilded nickel, then they might claim it was merely 

> an innocent error and that they did not notice their few cents of change, 
handed back amounted to well over four dollars. Well, where on earth have 

> you been? It’s a wonderful story, one that has probably been inflated with 
the passage of time. One thing that isn’t complete hype though is that you 

> can still buy the occasional racketeer nickel at a large show. Every now 
and then you will find a well stocked dealer who has a couple of gold plated 
1883 “no cents” nickels. Most such dealers will share a smile with you if 

y you ask if they know when the nickel was gilded, because anyone with a 
wit’s worth of sense knows they could have been gilded in the past couple 

> of months rather than in the “Gilded Age.” Still, it’s fun to consider buying 
such a historic and notorious piece. Why not take a look at buying a set 

> of “cents-less” and “with cents” 1883 nickels? There were 5.4 million of 
the “cents-less” version made, according to official records, and 16 million 

> with the word added. Apparently, 1883 was a busy year for the folks at the 
Mint who were in the nickel business. According to history, lore, and rumor, 

> “cents-less” 1883 nickels were odd coins that people kept far more often 
than the corrected variety. That certainly is a good explanation for a much 
lower price for the “cents-less” version despite having a lower mintage than 

y “with cents.” Even today, an MS-60 version of this coin costs less than $30. 
The more numerous “with cents” mintage actually costs about five times 

> that much, which makes it costly, but not a wallet flattener. 

> 

15 



The 1913 Buffalo Nickel. 



Real nickels from 1913, ones that can be collected by those with less than a > 
million dollars, (in this author’s case much, much less) are the “Indian Head” 
or “Buffalo” Nickels. Designed by accomplished artist and sculptor James > 
Earle Fraser, the Buffalo nickel is one of very few United States coin designs 
considered beautiful enough that it has been dusted off for re-use in a mod¬ 
ern coinage program. That isn’t to say that the Shield and Liberty Head > 
nickels are not beautiful - indeed, both have their fans. But Fraser’s design 
has become a real classic. The choice for the Buffalo nickels of 1913 is * 
where the buffalo - more properly, a “bison” - is standing. Originally, this 
massive creature stood on 1901 $10 Legal Tender Notes. Captured on a > 

coin the bison first stood on raised ground which had the words “five cents” 
standing out from the mound. Later in the year, the big, four-legged critter > 
stood on a plain with the words sunken in a recess below, and indeed would 
continue to do so for the entire run of the series. The common reason for ^ 
the change is that the words would wear down off the mound quickly despite 
nickel being a hard metal. There are plenty of 1913 nickels for sale today ^ 
which show enough wear that the date and words “Five Cents” are gone, 
or severely worn, but one can only wonder if this was of concern during the 
year issued. Really, just how fast do coins wear down? We won’t settle > 
the debate about the Buffalo nickel design change here, rather, we’ll take a 
glance at prices. You have six nickels from which to choose now, as each ► 
variety came out of the Philadelphia Mint, as well as the San Francisco 
branch mint, and the newest branch, in Denver, Colorado. All have mint- > 
ages in the millions, but both Philly’ varieties have mintages close to 30 
million, making them as cheap as - well, as cheap as nickels! Once again, > - 
something like $40 or $50 will serve you very well in a hunt for a good look¬ 
ing 1913 Type I or Type II Buffalo. > 

There we have it. You can have a lot of fun with first dates, looking for just 
the right nickel among these three designs. We’ll leave the fabled 1913 > 

Liberty Head nickel - or fantasy piece made by a con artist - for people with 
an absolutely enormous amount of spending money. For those of us on ► 
real budgets, we can focus on three famous first dates, and have some fun 
building a good looking nickel collection from intriguing varieties. > 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 

> Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 
cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 

> CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg^ 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con- 
^ tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 

CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
y Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 _ 

LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 

► Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. ContactThomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on last Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm 

* for meeting/auction at the Elk’s Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 

424-996-8942._ 

* PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

► --—-- 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 

Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
> 633-9337, www.racceteer.com 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital- 

* iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 
804-651-2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 

* SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy’s Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 

► ■ 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5055 

> 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 

* ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

► 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 

► the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 

earthlink.net (TonyTripi) ___ 

* WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 

► (703) 323-5070. _ 

WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
y Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 


> 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 




THE SENTRY BOX 

Work! Corns 
PO Box 6112 

Virginia Beach. VA 2J436-OI12 


C hris Mamscalco 
<?$7| 721*533! 

$757) 831-2795 <Cdh 

E rii.nl scrim box hr^maif com 




















THE ANNAPOLIS 


June 24, Sept 16, Nov 25, 2012 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 


1 Admission 
Parking & 
i Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 


SHOW 






** 


402230 


- OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 

► 

October 27-28, 2012 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

* 4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 

¥ Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

► Dealer Day and Setup on October 26, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

* Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
y Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 

World Coins and Currency. 

► Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
y For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 

CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 

► E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 

See www.coinshows.com 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 
FL 32751 (407) 644-0085_ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 
Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED: Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and de scribe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.conrr_ 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, 
VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118, Belair, MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 _ 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed¬ 
dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron, 
PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. __ 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col¬ 
lection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. 
historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE’ 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Th omas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring, 
PO. Box 633, Vienna, VA22183, (703) 938-7267 __ 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com. 




































: Our website is new, 
but we’re not! 



Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 


We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
► Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

• The Butternut Company 

^ Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 

Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
^ Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 

Email: butternut@butternut.org 












MPC Series 591 - One Dollar - Regular Issue - The obverse engrav¬ 
ing (vignette on cover) is untitled with enigmatic woman in jewels, 
yet others are known, such as "Miss Ann Izzard" on the Five Dollar 
note. Printed in 1959 by the Forbes Lithograph Corporation of 
Boston, Series 591 notes were issued in May 1961 for Japan, Korea, 
Cyprus, and Iceland and "converted" (recalled) in January 1964. 



VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

RO. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 
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George Mason 
gave "Sic Sem¬ 
per Tyrannis" 
for Virginia's 
Seal in 1776, as 
Marcus Junius 
Brutus so re¬ 
marked upon 
the death of 
Julius Caesar. 

George Wythe 
envisioned the 
scene as "Vir¬ 
tue" standing 
over "Tyranny" 
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Angel Dee’s Coins - ^ 
and Collectibles *' 


P.0, Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily IQam-10pm ESI 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
Alyiine Cutler Skrabalak 

Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 

IWi m .r , Andrew 
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2012 ADVERTISING RATES 


THE 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


► 

All advertising copy must be typed 
► or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay- 
ableto Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlinefor all copy is the 20 th of the 
month preceding month of issue (e g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 

* issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents' consent. All 

f ads must have numismatic significance. 

Unusual copy requirements may be 

* billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
has on file the names and addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letters to the Editorare invited 
from VNA members. Please include your 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 



VOLUME 48, No. 3 
Summer 2012 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot be forwarded, so besure to 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relatingtothemagazineto 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O.Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information forthe numismatic com¬ 
munity. Go to: vnaonline.org 
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Corporation of Winchester, Fifteen Cent "Shinplaster" of June 
24, 1861, payable in Virginia Bank Notes in sums of five dol¬ 
lars, printed by Lucan & Son, Baltimore, Md. Early in the war 
notes for southern venues were often printed by northern firms. 


VNA Membership/Renewal Application 

Check one: O $ 10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club 0 $15.00/Family 

O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $150.00/Lifetime 

O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

(Please Print) Date- 

Name_ 

Street or P.O. Box_ 

City, State, Zip_ 

E-mail _Telephone- 

(Your contact information is kept confidential) Make check payable to "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 


2 






























SJ 

* Virginia Numismatic Association 
§ Officers and Directors 
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OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, 

Richmond, VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Vice-President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, 

Greenville, VA 24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@myw ay.com 

Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

John Koebert 

11068 Saffold Way, 
Reston, VA 20190 

571-643-6590 

johnnyck@verizon.net 

Other Positions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

imjudern@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 

571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Education 

Director 

John Philips 

P.O. Box 74775, North 
Chesterfield, VA 23236 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 

---* 


DIRECTORS 


Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., 
Louisa, VA 23093 

540-967-9740 

bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bow ers 

681 Coal Mine 
Rd.,Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-3952 

bottles@shentel.net 

Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 

parrybragg795@hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, 

VA 22712 

540-272-1524 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Reasant Dr., 

Locust Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 

heplerj@juno.com 

Chris Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA 22151 

703-425-1256 

georgecoins@msn.com 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 
VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 

--- A 
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President's Message 


Greetings, » 

It has been an honor to serve as VNA president for the past two years. > 
The responsibilities of the office and the success we have enjoyed are 
due in large part to the support and dedication of the board ot direc- ■> 
tors and the volunteers who gave of their time and talent. I thank you ^ 
all for making my time in office so enjoyable. A special thank you 
to Frank and Bill Hannah of Multi-Print for their many contributions. , 
Much credit goes to my wife Susan whose guidance, recommenda¬ 
tions, and assistance kept me on track. 

While much has been accomplished, there is still much to be done. 
We continue to sell the tokens and obsolete currency books and the , 
facsimile currency prints. Work is progressing on the new edition of 
the Virginia tokens book. 

The 2012 annual convention is scheduled for September 28-30. An 
addition to this year’s event is an auction on Saturday evening at 7:00 , 
offering colonial and early copper coins from the Vincent Alones col¬ 
lection. Please read the convention update from bourse chairman 
Gregg Coburn elsewhere in this publication. 

I ask that each member give the same support and dedication to the , 
new administration that made my time in office so rewarding. If 
may be of service to any of you in any capacity, please feel free to 

contact me. 

Yours for a better VNA, 


George Cash 
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Editor’s Corner 


0 

> Hello Dear Readers, 

> The Virginia Numismatist has a new post office box for snail mail, 
j Please mail all hardcopy to: 

■ * Editor, The Virginia Numismatist, 

1 v P.O. Box 7491, 

i 

Alexandria, VA 22307 

'• > 

We are pleased to have ANA Lifetime Achievement Award winner, 

> David Schenkman, as guest speaker at the VNA Convention Ban¬ 
quet on Friday, September 28th at 7:00PM. Dave teaches ANA Sum- 

* mer Seminar classes and served as editor of the Token and Medal 
e _ Society (TAMS) Journal and Civil War Token Society Journal. Since 
»f 1964, Dave has authored books now considered standard references, 

including "Virginia Tokens," “Civil War Sutler Tokens and Cardboard 
Scrip,” “Maryland Merchant Tokens,” “The Merchant Tokens of 
n * Washington, D.C,” and “West Virginia Merchant Tokens.” Dave is a 
iQ renaissance man having similar passion for music, as he operates Tur- 

l_ tie Hill Banjo Company of Bryantown, Md. Dave will speak about 

in v “Remembrances of Collecting and Cataloging Virginia Tokens.” 

By now you know the news that George Cash is moving on after two 
* e v years as our hard working President. He intendes to write, and pursue 
special numismatic projects. As one of his last official presidential 
to • acts, George will attend the VNA Convention Dinner on Friday, Sep¬ 
tember 28th, 2012. Please come and let George know how much we 
appreciate his dedication and leadership. George visited every VNA 
member coin club, attending coin club meetings across the state, to 
hear our members concerns and to bring us together, sharing one vi¬ 
sion, forging bonds of friendship and common purpose. Thank you, 
President George Cash, and thank you Susan Cash, our First Lady of 
the VNA, for letting us borrow him for so long! 

Tom Kays 
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54TH CONVENTION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION * 

COIN AND CURRENCY SHOW » 

> 

The Virginia Numismatic Association will hold its 54th annual convention, 
coin and currency show, September 28-30 (Friday 10 AM to 6 PM, Satur¬ 
day, 10 AM to 6 PM and Sunday, 10 AM to 4 PM). For the second year ^ 
we will be at the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. 
Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA. ■> 

The VNA coin show is the largest in Virginia. Dealers at 150 tables will 
offer U.S. and foreign coins and paper money, ancients, Civil War currency, 
tokens, medals, supplies, numismatic books, gold and silver bullion, historic ^ 
objects and many other numismatic and collector related items. In addition 
to buying, selling and trading of numismatic items, opportunities for free » 
appraisals will be available as well as the SEGS grading service for authen¬ 
tication. Look for a special letter to all VNA members for an invitation to 
a very special event on Friday night. 

Convention Officials Wanted: Do you look forward to seeing Exhibits at 
the show? If so, please volunteer to help run them or at least help judge 
them. Exhibits of numismatic materials span the gamut of collector inter- ^ 
est - this year’s special theme focuses on the sesquicentennial anniversary 
of the American Civil War or rather, “War between the States. Theie will ^ 
be educational talks by numismatic experts and sessions on how to profes¬ 
sionally photograph coins. 

Do you support educating “Future Numismatists” or perhaps like helping ^ 
out with Scouts? If so please volunteer to help at the Youth Table. Young 
coin collectors will find fun activities at the Youth Table and perhaps free > 
samples? A Scout coin collecting badge workshop will be held on Satur¬ 
day, September 29, from 1 -3 PM. We forecast youthful enthusiasm border- > 
ing on near delight with scattered thunderclaps of giggles around the Youth j 
Table. Be prepared. 

Do you like to participate in Raffles? Money the club gets from the conven- ► 
tion’s raffle supports VNA’s educational work. Raffle tickets will be sold in 
books of 11 for a $ 10.00 contribution to “VNA Education.” There will be 
hourly drawings for numismatic items and a gold coin grand prize at the en > 
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of each day of the show. 

Please volunteer at the front desk to meet and greet visitors for a couple of 
» hours and sell raffle tickets, or volunteer to help run the raffle drawing. 

> Admission and parking are free for the coin show and convention events. 
Pre-show “early bird” admission is $35 during dealer setup starting at 3 PM 

> on Thursday, September 27. 

Do you want the VNA Convention to continue its long, fifty-four year run of 
successful family enjoyment of our coin collecting hobby and to get a little 
v bit better every year? We are asking for you to step up and volunteer for a 
I two-hour block of light duty at the Convention. If you are able to help with 

> the convention in any capacity, (and everyone can), please contact Gregg 

, with probable dates / times you’re available and we will match your talents 

t * to agreeable tasks. 

i » Keep an eye on the VNA website, www.vnaonline.org for updates on the 
convention or contact Gregg Coburn 540-272-1524, coburngregg@gmail. 

) ’ com for informastion. 


t 

MAJOR COIN AUCTION SLATED FOR VNA CONVENTION 

► 

V Catalogs are available on-line including mail-in bidder sheets at: 
11 » http://vnaonline.org/images/Alones-Catalog-for-VNA.pdf Mail bids 
are being accepted now. The VNA will host an auction of the Vincent 

► Alones Collection which includes Colonials, Half Cents and Large 

( Cents on September 29th, 2012 at 7:00 PM. Hundreds of additional 
^ ? coins from the collection will be offered at fixed prices at the Virginia 

Numismatic Association, 54th Annual Convention and Coin Show at 
the Fredericksburg Expo and Conference Center on the bourse floor. 
About three hundred coins will be available only seen in person at the 
show. Preview auction lots until 4:30 PM the day of the auction at 
1 > the bourse tables of Apoth Coins of Lynchburg, Virginia. Many of the 
coins come with original auction flips annotated with prices paid to 
i- ► dealers such as Abe Kosoff, B. Max Mehl, Stacks, New Netherlands 
in Coin Company, Macy’s Department Store and with provenance to 
, e > Anderson DuPont, Farish Baldenhofer, Richard Picker, the 1973 Pine 
1( j Tree Auction and many others. As a boy, Vincent Alones searched 
* his change in the 1920s and 1930s looking for (and finding) 1914-Ds 

► 
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and 1909-S Lincoln cents that could be sold for more than face value 
or traded for Large Cents. By 1934 he accumulated about twenty 
dollars in large cents, and decided to start collecting the series over 
again looking for high grade examples, obtained from coin shops and 
auction houses in New York from which he acquired with care, since 
the mid-1930s. 

COLONIALS: Colonials include silver and copper coins of Massa¬ 
chusetts, French colonials, William Woods coppers, States coppers 
from Connecticut, New Jersey, Vermont, Washingtonia and a variety 
of Fugio Cents. High grade, restrike Continental Dollars and Demi 
Ecus of Castorland, in various compositions, round out the colonial 
section. Highlights include a 1670-A Silver, Petit Louis XIII de 5 Sols, 
coined in Paris for the Compagnie des Indes Occidentales, NGC- 
AU58, Breen-256. This coin circulated in the French American colo¬ 
nies prior to 1680, also a nice 1787 Fugio Cent, UNITED STATES, No 
Cinquefoils, R.4, Newman 1-B, VF, Jarvis & Co., from New Haven. 

HALF CENTS: Thirty-three Cohen varieties of Half Cents dated from 
1794 through 1857 include several mint state examples. Highlights 
include an 1835 Half Cent, NGC-MS62 Brown and an 1857 Half 
Cent, C-1, NGC MS-63. 

LARGE CENTS: The Large Cent collection really shines in breadth 
and scope. From 1793 through 1857 with every date present, 106 
Sheldon varieties and 174 Newcomb varieties are offered at auction 
with mint state examples of 25 different dates. Unusual varieties 
include an R-6 (Very Rare) variety of 1794, four R-5s (Rare) varieties 
with dates 1795, 1802, 1805 and 1816, sixteen, R-4s (Very Scarce) 
coins from 1793 through 1831. There are too many highlights to 
mention them all, but they include NGC-MS65 examples of 1846, 
1850, 1851 and 1853. Ten MS-64 examples range in date from 1848 
— 1856. Mint state dates include 1804 (restrike) 1816, through 1820. 
1823 (restrike), 1829, 1831, 1837, 1838, 1840, 1841, etc. Circu¬ 
lated and multiple 1793s (Chain and Wreath), 1804s (Original anc 
restrikes) and a 1799, round out the Large Cent highlights. Group 
lots of same date/different variety coins in circulated grades should 
offer something for every budget. 

A portion of the hammer price benefits the VNA - See you there! 
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Printing of Civil War Era Paper Money in Virginia 
by John S. Philips - VNA Education Director 
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Early in 1861, Virginia seceded from the Union to join the Con¬ 
federacy. Virginia legislators quickly voted to permit the legal 
printing of paper money. Not only did the Virginia State Trea¬ 
sury print money but cities, counties, banks, railroads and pri¬ 
vate businesses throughout Virginia began to issue scrip. This 
begs the question: What were they thinking? Economists 
might warn of the predictable results of issuing large volumes 
of “fiat currency” in lieu of money backed by precious metals. 
They must have feared eroding confidence, rapid inflation, 
hoarding of U.S. gold, silver, and copper coins, product supply 
shortages, and at worst riots, bank closures and economic mis¬ 
ery could befall a rising tide of paper “shinplasters.” Indeed, 
what were they thinking? One Southern veteran speaks to the 
cause in verse: 

LINES ON A CONFEDERATE NOTE 
by Major Sidney Alroy Jonas 

REPRESENTING NOTHING ON GOD'S EARTH NOW, 

AND NAUGHT IN THE WATERS BELOW IT, 

AS THE PLEDGE OF A NATION THAT'S DEAD AND GONE, 
KEEP IT, DEAR FRIEND, AND SHOW IT. 
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SHOW IT TO THOSE WHO WILL LEND AN EAR 
TO THE TALE THAT THIS TRIFLE CAN TELL 
OF LIBERTY born of the patriot s dream, 

OF A STORM-CRADLED NATION THAT FELL. 
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TOO POOR TO POSSESS THE PRECIOUS ORES, 
AND TOO MUCH OF A STRANGER TO BORROW, 

We issued to-daY our promise to pay, 

AND HOPED TO REDEEM ON THE MORROW. 


THE DAYS ROLLED BY AND WEEKS BECAME YEARS, 
BUT OUR COFFERS WERE EMPTY STILL; 

coin Was so rare that the treasurYd quake 

IF A DOLLAR SHOULD DROP IN THE TILL. 
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BUT THE FAITH THAT WAS IN US WAS STRONG, INDEED, 
AND OUR POVERTY WELL WE DISCERNED, 

AND THIS LITTLE CHECK REPRESENTED THE PAY 
THAT OUR SUFFERING VETERANS EARNED. 


We knew it had hardly a Value in gold, 
Yet as gold each soldier received it; 

IT GAZED IN OUR EYES WITH A PROMISE TO PAY, 
AND EACH SOUTHERN PATRIOT BELIEVED IT. 
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BUT OUR BOV'S THOUGHT LITTLE OF PRICE OR OF PAY, 
OR OF BILLS THAT WERE OVERDUE; 

We KNEW IF IT BROUGHT US OUR BREAD to-daY, 
tWas the best our poor COUNTRY could do. 



KEEP IT, IT TELLS ALL OUR HISTORY O'ER, > 

FROM THE BIRTH OF OUR DREAM TO ITS LAST; 

MODEST, AND BORN OF THE ANGEL HOPE, *• 

LIKE OUR HOPE OF SUCCESS, IT PASSED. 

The Confederate Constitution, unlike that of the United States, y 
did not limit the right to issue paper currency to the central gov¬ 
ernment. Thus a mass of different governments and private » 
agencies contributed to the paper confusion of the Southern 
economy. States, municipalities, banks, railroads, and busi¬ 
nesses all competed with the Confederate government in the ^ 
issuance of currency. Also no coins were minted in the South 
so paper money, including fractional currency, was needed to > 
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meet the demands of all financial transactions. The Confed¬ 
eracy began issuing paper money immediately after secession 
from the Union. Its financial policy considered paper money 
not only as a medium of exchange, but as a means of war 
finance. Confederate notes were not legal tender and payable 
on demand. In fact, early in 1861 the government hit on the ex¬ 
pedient of issuing notes which would be payable “six months 
after the ratification of a Treaty of Peace between the Confed¬ 
erate States and the United States.” This had the effect of tying 
the value of paper currency very closely to the military situa¬ 
tion. At first the money was reasonably strong, but as the war 
continued and the outlook for the South became bleak, paper 
money lost its value and tremendous inflation began. Peace 
with the North was never ratified; the bills never fell due; and 
by 1865 Confederate currency was totally worthless. As paper 
money became more and more inflated the Confederacy print¬ 
ed greater quantities of bills, flooding the South with currency. 
Printing, which was of rather high quality at the beginning of 
the war deteriorated and the color, clarity, and paper declined 
also. The very first Confederate notes were actually engraved 
in New York by the National Bank Note Co. With the outbreak 
of hostilities, however, the business was transferred south and 
private firms began production of Confederate currency since 
there was no government printing office. After the war many 
people threw it out or burned it, but others did keep some in at¬ 
tics and drawers. Trainloads of currency were captured by the 
Union Army and sent to Washington where it was put in stor¬ 
age. By the late nineteenth century the first part of Major Sid¬ 
ney Alroy Jonas rhyme, “Representing nothing on God's earth 
now,..” was no longer true as Confederate currency again 
became valuable when collectors began to gather the notes. 
Now its value is based not on denomination but on rarity. 1 
As did all southern states, the State of Virginia, its cities, 
banks, railroads, and merchants printed local substitute pa¬ 
per money and scrip to help finance war operations, maintain 
municipal services, and conduct day-to-day business. Soldiers 
on deployment are often paid in scrip, even today, so that 
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captured notes can be repudiated without loss of any real wealth 
if they are appropriated by hostile forces. “Scrip” basically, is 
an IOU from a company short on cash, a receipt or certificate or > 
a brief piece of writing on a scrap of paper, a temporary docu¬ 
ment for emergency use representing a claim to some part of » 
a share of money (often a fraction of a share of stock or a dol¬ 
lar) subscribed to by the issuing company as a private-sector 
substitute for money. Without gold or silver reserves behind 
the printing of paper money and scrip in Virginia nothing pre¬ 
vented issue upon ever greater issue, without limit, none to be > 
redeemed the war was lost. Nevertheless, what remains today 
is a beautiful, collectible Civil War era currency series in an 
abundance of varieties with a rich history for all of us as VNA 
members to enjoy. As Major Sidney Alroy Jonas 2 still implores 
us these paper ephemera are but the pledge of a nation that's > 
dead and gone, keep it, dear friend, and show it.” 

+ 

1. American Paper Currency. Collection 1748 - 1871, [Box 1, Folder 52 Virginia], Special Col¬ 
lections Research Center, University of Chicago Library * 

2. Sidney Alroy Jonas, a native of Aberdeen, Mississippi, was editor of the "Aberdeen Exam- ^ 

iner" before the war and served as one of General Stephen D. Lee's staff officers and passed 
away in 1915. Following General J.E. Johnston's April 1865 surrender of his forces in North 
Carolina, Major Jonas penned these verses on the back of a half-printed $500 Confederate bill 

at the request of a young Northern lady who wanted to take the note home with her as a souve¬ 
nir. Major Jonas wrote: “Immediately after Johnston’s surrender at High Point, N.C., a number * 
of us obtained transportation at Richmond, Va., where we awaited means to reach our homes. 

A little party of us, including Capt. A. B. Schell of your city [Louisville], were quartered, thanks 
to the kindness of its proprietor, at the Powhatan Hotel. A Philadelphia comedy company was 
stopping there, and one of the lady performers, Miss Annie Ruch, requested that we would all ^ 
furnish her with our autographs. It so happened that among the spoils of the Confederacy that 
were floating through the town were many $500 bills incomplete-- the reverse sides, or backs, ^ 
had not been printed~and Miss Ruch furnished us each with one of these upon which to write. 

We all complied with her wishes, each writing a compliment or a sentiment, and my blank was 
filled in with the lines in question.” -In a letter to The Louisville Courier Journal 


Post Script: 

‘“When I was over to Fayetteville today,’ said Will, ‘I found somethin’ right cute that I thought 
would interest you ladies and I brought it home.’ (...) He turned the bill over. On its back was 
pasted a strip of coarse brown wrapping paper, inscribed in pale homemade ink. Will cleared 
his throat and read slowly and with difficulty. The name is ‘Lines on the Back of a Confederate 
Note,” he said." -Gone with the Wind, Chapter XXX - Lines on the Back of a Confederate Note, 
How We Do Run On - A Gone with the Wind Scrapbook, July 10, 2010., http://gwtwscrapbook. 
blogspot.com/2010/07/lines-on-back-of-confederate-note.html 
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COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club & Regional Numismatic Associa¬ 
tion Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 2012 Convention & 

Coin Show Sept 28-30, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 6:00, Sun 10:00 - 4:00, 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver 
Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. (Phone 540-272-1524). Email: 
coburngregg@gmail.com. More information at www.vnaonline.org 
and fredericksburgexpocenter.com. Contact Gregg Coburn: PO Box 
824, Bealeton, VA22715 

OCTOBER 2012 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB SHOW October 6, 2012, 10-5. 
Marguerite Christian Elementary School, 14801 Woods Edge Rd., 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834. Contact: James Ransom, 804-691- 
6286, jajera@comcast.net. Tables: 50 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB SHOW October 13-14, 2012. Sat 10:00 
- 6:00, Sun 10:00 - 4:00, Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 
19th St., Virginia Beach, VA. Contact: webmaster@tidewatercoin- 
club.com Phone 757 222-4343 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW October 20-21,2012. Sat 9:30- 
5:30; Sun 9:30-3. American Legion Bldg., 710Apperson Dr. Salem, 
VA. No earlybirds. Contact: Will Camp, Phone 540-943-2267 

* 

NOVEMBER 2012 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB COIN SHOW November 2-4, 2012, Fri, 
Sat 10-6; Sun 10-4. Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Boulevard, 
Richmond VA. Contact: William Scott P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, VA 
23294, Phone 804-350-1140, wcscott1@verizon.net, Website: www. 
richmondcoinclub.com 

* DECEMBER 2012 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW December 
7,8 9. Fri 12-5, Sat 10-5, Sun 10-2. Weyers Cave Community Ctr., 
Weyers Cave, VA, 1-81 Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy. 256. Sponsored 
by: Weyers Cave Lions Club. Contact: Dave Batten, Phone 540- 
849-9108, olecrs1@myway.com. Tables: 55 
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PENINSULA COIN CLUB MONTHLY SHOW December 16th,2012. 
Point Plaza Hotel, 950 J. Clyde Morris Blvd. , Newport News, Va. 
Contact: Richard Schornak, Phone 757-438-5174. Or send Email: 
rschornak@cox.net 

PAID PROMOTER SHOWS 



NORFOLK COIN SHOW(s) November 24th, 2012 & January 15th 
2013. 9:30-5:00. VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 
23502. Free Admission. 40 Tables. Contact Rusty Williams, P O Box 
12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone 757-363-0179 


OLD COIN GALLERY 

Featuring Vincent Alones Collection Auction Lots 


Lot 179 1817 Cent, NGC MS-61, Newcomb-5, 13 Stars, Nicely Toned 



Lot 30 "1796" Casterland Demi-Ecu Restrike in Silver for the "Compag- 
nie de New-York” composed of French exiles escaping the "Terror" of the 
French Revolution by emigrating to America. The beaver is "Castor" in 
French. Restrikes in matte finish were made into the 20th century 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 




> 

> 

p 

p 

% 

> 

> 

% 

► 


► 


* 

> 

* 

* 

¥ 


* 


► 




ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rdTuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg^ 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 


COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on lastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk’s Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804) 752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294, 804-350-1140, woscottl @verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets af7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5055, 
Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 
ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 


WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 


Sept 16, and Nov 25, 2012 S H O W 


The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 



Admission 
Parking & 
Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 



402230 


OCEAN CITYCOIN&CURRENCYSHOW 

October 27-28, 2012 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Dealer Day and Setup on October 26, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 
FL 32751 (40 7) 644-0085. ____ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 

Banknotes.T hank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED- Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, PO. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED- North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelc apen@msn.com. ______ 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, 

VA 23083, jcm oler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. _____ 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118, Belair, MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 ____ 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed¬ 

dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron, 
PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. ___ 

WANTED- Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col¬ 
lection. Pl ease describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 

Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. 
historicmoney@first va.com (434) 293-4371. ___ 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE” 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. ____ 

WANTED- All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring, 
P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA 22183, (703) 938-7267 ____ 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive , Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. __ 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com or P.O. Box 7491, Alexandria, VA 22307 


» 

1 > 

> 

P 

» 

> 

> 

# 

♦> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

* 

> 


20 















































Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 

We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 


Cfc* ™ The Butternut Company Coin Catafoas 

(Kwnothmg you'd lifce? , ■„ * ’***«<. upon requ 

...... to ***, 






















City Scrip: Portsmouth, Virginia 


Issue of October 29, 1862, One Dollar, with a low serial number 
"372" -This bill states it is receivable in payment for all public dues, 
the City of Portsmouth will pay to bearer one dollar for value re¬ 
ceived according to an Ordinance passed this day and signed by 
the treasurer of the city and the president of the council. The 
Virginia state seal is displayed in the center. The bill is blank on 
the back. Over $ 16,000 in similar bills and fractional "shinplasters" 
were issued by authorization of this day. 



sHrg/ 4 . 


y VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
* c/o John Kolos 

7g P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 


PRSRT STD 
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^CasS^ address service requested 


Library of Virginia 
800 E Broad St 
Richmond VA 23219-1905 








Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 

► 

in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

► 

Inside 

"Change for the Better" by Peter Williams 
k "Two Languages on One Coin - Multilingual Money" 

> By Mark Benvenuto 

















Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 



P.O. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 * Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

K Andy Skrabalak and 
Alynne Cutler Skrabalak 



Largest Inventory of 


Certified Small Cents 







2012 AD VER TISING RA TES 


> 

Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

» 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 


1 /2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

> 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 


Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

> 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


* 


All advertising copy must be typed 

* or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlinefor all copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
February / May / August / November 

> 20 th ). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 

y ads must have numismatic significance. 

Unusual copy requirements may be 

* billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethe names and addresses of its 

<> advertisers. Any complaints or requests 

for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed lettersto the Editor are invited 
from VNA members. Please includeyour 

„ nameand address. Letters will be printed 

if space permits. 

► 



VOLUME 48, No. 4 
Fall 2012 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
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The VNA held its 54th annual Convention, Coin & Currency Show at the 
Fredericksburg Expo and Conference Center in September 2012. There i 
were 150 tables with 81 dealers from 15 states. The show was attended by 
over 1,123 enthusiastic collectors. The Culpeper, Rappahannock Area, and * 
Warrenton Coin Clubs hosted the event and provided dedicated volunteers. > 
Next year’s convention will be held in the same location, September 27-29, 
2013. The Auction of Early U.S. Coppers from the estate of Vincent W. t 
Alones drew great interest. Lee Morrison of Flint Hill, VA, displayed an 
outstanding personal collection of rare U.S. stamps and historic items on > 
the theme of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. A workshop for the 
Boy Scout Coin Collecting Merit Badge was held with 19 Scouts certified. ‘ 
Exhibit Winners were: 

•1st Prize “1986 Singapore Tiger Commemoratives of Tan Seng Yong” - 1 
Simcha Kuritzky 

•2nd Prize “ANA First Place Class Awards” - Simcha Kuritzky. 

• 3rd Prize “Ingle System Scrip of the Mid-Atlantic Region” - Eric Schena. 

[ VNA Membership/Renewal Application <j^ 

Check one: O $ 10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club O $15.00/Family I > 

O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $150.00/Lifetime . w 

| O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

(Please Print) Date_ 

Name_ 

I Street or P.O. Box_ | » 

City, State, Zip_ 

E-mail _Telephone_ 

(Your contact information is kept confidential) Makecheckpayableto'VNA" I 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 1 > 

and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year I * 

| family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 

i j ► 
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Editor's Corner 


Hello Dear Readers, 

The 2012 Virginia Numismatic Association Convention was a great success » 
thanks in large measure to the work of Gregg Cobum, Bob Ayres, George 
and Judy Merz, Susan Cash, VNA officers and directors, and the many host > 
club and VNA member volunteers. The Vincent W. Alones Auction real¬ 
ized over $ 100,000 with a percentage going to your VNA for acting as host. * 
Token specialist David Schenkman spoke at the Convention Banquet on 
Friday night. Dave was a hit as he recounted the good old days of collecting * 
Virginia tokens from unsuspecting businesses and wayside stores back in 
the 1970s. In his talk, "Remembrances on Collecting and Cataloging Virgin¬ 
ia Tokens," Dave notes from 1830 through 1950, many Virginia establish- > 
ments issued money substitutes and company scrip during depressions and 
hard times, and used minors/shuckers/pickers checks, store tokens, scrip > 
and interesting metal counters of all descriptions and compositions as the 
exigencies of businesses, low on reserves of ready money, dictated. Many 
tokens list the business and city as well and the product they represent. Dave 
not only described his discovery of Virginia tokens, but to the delight of the 
crowd, handed out scarce examples for all in attendance to take home. Here 
the Old Dominion Crab Company of Newport News, in Warwick County is¬ 
sued their workers “Crab checks” in 24 mm, Scalloped, and 22mm, Round , 
form, for each “one pound” processed. Dave was first to seek out and ask 
the cannery owners if they still had any old tokens. Being discontinued, v 
they gave the remaining stock (numbering in the thousands) to Dave who 
“cornered the market” in this Virginia Token type. In an inspired move > 
Dave elongated about half of these tokens in 1971, thereby increasing the 
rarity of the survivors. The elongated tokens served as a unique “calling > 
card.” Being an avid collector of Virginia tokens, Dave handed out these 
elongated, one pound crab tokens with his business card information to shop 
owners he met in his travels throughout Virginia, who might later discover a 
bag of old store tokens or scrip and decide they could part with them. This is 
a great example of repurposing excess tokens once deemed "worthless," to ► 
continue to work exonomia magic over time. Today, Dave’s supply of this 
Virginia Token 3660-J, “not elongated” is severely depleted, so his gift of > 
the few remaining, now "uncommon" examples was very generous. Dave 
asks coin collectors, "why not collect something really rare for a change?" 
Consider collecting Virginia’s Tokens. > 
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The Virginia Numismatist has a new post office box for snail mail. Please 
mail all hardcopy to: 

Editor, The Virginia Numismatist, 

P.0. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 



Dave Schenkman spoke at the 

54th Annual VNA Banquet Old Dominion Crab Company of 

Newport News, in Warwick County 
issued “Crab checks” to their work- 
* ers. Here a 24 mm, Scalloped Check 

for One Pound processed is shown. 
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CHANGE FOR THE BETTER? 

by Peter Williams 

Rappahannock Area Coin Collectors Club, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

There are various devices, protocols, practices, procedures and routines in 
our lives which play important roles in our on-going daily activities that we 
hardly notice their impact or even their existence .... until they disappear! 
Depending on the nature of the disappearance, our reaction might be ac¬ 
ceptance or surprise or resistance. Sometimes the alteration is disruptive of 
habits we developed over our entire lives. 

Everybody habitually uses money. Children leam the concept of money 
at a very early age and the concept of money becomes ingrained in their 
thought processes. Moreover, money comes in the form of a national cur¬ 
rency - coinage becomes very familiar to all children and within a very few 
years paper money has the same familiarity. By the time of adulthood most 
people do not even think about the crucial importance of the symbols on 
their currency - the penny, the nickel, the dime, the quarter, the dollar bill, 
the five dollar bill and so on up the scale. Currency becomes part of the 
fabric of our daily lives. We take it for granted. We are comfortable with 
it. Seeing the familiar coins and notes in our wallets and billfolds enhances 
our sense of security. 

Now imagine if, overnight, these old friends disappeared, replaced with 
substitutes, either not looking the same, or with different names, or with 
different values or disappeared without replacement altogether. Suppose 
the Treasury retained the penny but called it by its correct name, the one 
cent piece; eliminated the nickel; retained the dime (calling it a ten cent 
piece); eliminated the quarter and substituted a twenty cent coin for it; and 
then retained the fifty cent coin - but did not call it a half dollar? All of 
these new coins would still fit a decimal system of reckoning, some far bet¬ 
ter than nickels and quarters which have no unit place in a decimal count! 
Now replace that paper dollar bill by a dollar coin, accompanied by a five 
dollar coin in place of the five dollar paper bill; there might even be a rein¬ 
troduction of a two dollar coin. How quickly the population would adjust 
to these changes in their basic understanding and relationship to their cur¬ 
rency would depend on factors such as their age, their willingness to accept 
“change” (no pun intended!) and so on. Just such a scenario played out in 
Europe at the beginning of the 21 st. century. All but three of the countries of 
the young European Union (EU) voted to convert their national currencies 
to the Euro. The three exceptions were the United Kingdom, Denmark and 
Sweden, which have all retained their traditional national currencies: 
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the pound sterling, the krone, and the krona - my family and friends in the 
UK and Denmark feel pretty smug about their resistance to the Euro, given 
the crisis the Eurozone countries have been going through the past couple 
of years! 

I was living and working in Italy in 2001. The Euro became the official 
currency of the zone as of January 1st. 2002. Each country tackled the up¬ 
coming change independently of its Euro neighbors, according to national 
idiosyncrasies. Spain and Italy had a challenge not faced by the other coun¬ 
tries. Following the end of the Second World War, the value of the Spanish 
peseta and the Italian lira had dropped to the extent that small denomination 
coins had become nothing more than curiosities. The two economies had 
become nearly coinless, paper currencies. I worked in both countries in the 
early 60’s, when some coins were still in common circulation, yet my more 
recent experience in Italy highlights the effect of currency changes on a 
national scale very well. 

As you know, the “Euro” coinage is denominated from one Eurocent through 
two Euros, and in paper for higher denominations. The Italian government 
recognized that change from an all-paper currency to a completely new, un¬ 
familiar coinage and paper Euros presented a monumental educational chal¬ 
lenge on a national scale. It required rethinking of all the symbols of Italian 
currency in the hope they would accept the new Euros in simple activities 
and tasks of their lives, in the supermarkets, at the coffee bars, on the buses 
and subways, and so on. 

A national education campaign was launched in the years leading up to “E- 
day.” Educational spots appeared on television and radio programs, ad¬ 
vertising on television promoted images of the new coins and notes, as did 
space in newspapers and magazines, advertisement space on the buses and 
in the subways, bill boards — and in some churches! The advertising focused 
on the appearance of the new currency and its value relative to the beloved 
Lira. Every effort was made to achieve as painless a transition as possible. 
Brussels, the administrative “capital” of the European Union, allowed coun¬ 
tries to extend the changeover date of January 1st. 2002 to March 1st. if it 
was clear that their citizens were not ready. The Italians were not deemed to 
be ready so the government took advantage of the extra 2 months. Interest- 
ingly, given the current Euro crisis, Greece did switch from the drachma to 
the Euro on January 1st. So on March 1st. the Italian lira was superseded by 
the Euro. Before that date, merchants had begun to show the values of their 
wares in both currencies. This was significant because the Euro was worth 
1,936 lire, an amount that had been fixed to avoid fluctuations on exchange 
rates. All of a sudden a 10,000 lire note was worth just “Euro 5.17” - 
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you can imagine what effect that had on the inner workings of the mind of 
the average Italian, particularly the elderly signora shopping in the super¬ 
market or the alimentare, the comer grocer’s store, for dinner, which she did 
every day. Prices in thousands and millions of lire were gone. 

At 6 o’clock in the evening of a cold March 1st. in Rome, I found myself in 
my local supermarket. In front of me at the checkout, which was staffed by 
a young Italian woman, was an elderly woman dressed in a fur coat. The 
checkout girl tallied purchases for this woman who opened her purse, took 
out her wallet and rummaged in it for cash. She opened her hand to reveal 
a collection of Euro coins and told the girl to take whatever was needed to 
pay the bill - she did not appear to have any clue as to how much money she 
had in her hand. The girl picked out a number of coins, handed over a few 
coins in change with the receipt to the woman, who put it all in her purse and 
left the store, without checking the change or the receipt. I couldn’t begin 
to guess how often that scene was repeated in the days that followed in the 
supermarket, nor in how many other stores across Rome and Italy. Several 
months later I still saw older Italians paying for their purchases in exactly 
the same way. Ten years later, many of them still do. There is no doubt that 
the temptation to cheat or short-change the customer would have been too 
great to resist for many checkout staff! 

For a considerable time after the currency change (certainly as late as 2006), 
receipts in Italy would show the amount paid in two monies of account, in 
Euros and the equivalent in lire. This was the only way many in the older 
generation were able to comprehend how much they had paid. 

More than 30 years earlier, the United Kingdom and Ireland converted to 
the decimal system for their currencies. This meant that “pounds, shillings 
and pence” were replaced by “pounds and pence”. Only the pound itself 
retained the same value. The British and Irish governments decided that 
the venerable pound, equivalent to 240 pennies for centuries, should retain 
its value, vis-a-vis other currencies, but should be equal to 100 “new” pen¬ 
nies instead of the old 240. In this manner international commercial trade 
was not affected; the switch would be contained within the domestic market 
place. The switch took place on February 15, 1971. But the transition in 
coinage actually began in 1968 and over the next couple of years new coins 
were introduced and were used alongside the old coins they were to replace. 
It was hoped that this would not present huge problems for the citizenry - it 
did not for the younger generations, but it caused much uneasiness, confu¬ 
sion, even fear for the older folks, especially those of retirement age — my 
mother had just turned 67 before “D Day” (i.e. Decimal Day) and it was a 
considerable time before she was comfortable with the “new money.” 
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Prior to D-Day, English coinage followed the following relationships: 
2 Farthings = 1 Halfpenny 

2 Halfpence = 1 Penny (Id) 

3 Pence = 3 Penny Piece “Thruppence” 

6 Pence = Sixpence (often referred to as a “Tanner”) (6d) 

12 Pence = 1 Shilling (often referred to as a “Bob”) (1/-) 

2 shillings = 1 Florin (or “Two Bob Bit”) (2/-) 

2 Shillings and 6 Pence = 1 Half Crown (2/6) 

5 shillings = 1 Crown (5/-) 

20 Shillings = 1 Pound (often referred to as a “quid”) (£1) 
Older coin terms pretty much extinct by D-Day include 

4 Pence = 1 Groat (4d) 

13 Shillings and 4 Pence (160 pence) = 1 Mark (13/4) 

21 Shillings = 1 Guinea (£1/1/-) 



The decimal switch eliminated the old farthing, ha’penny, thruppence, and 
the half crown with no equivalent in decimal currency to replace them. Here 
is a listing of the new coins and their value in the old currency: 

New Decimal Coin Value Old Coin Value 


Vi Penny (New Pence) 

1 Penny (New Pence) 

2 New Pence 
5 New Pence 
10 New Pence 
20 New Pence 
50 New Pence 


1.2 d. (old pence) 

2.4 d. 

4.8 d. (no 2d. coin under old system) 

1 Shilling (s) or 12 d. 

2 Shillings 
4 Shillings 
10 Shillings 

One Pound (100 New Pence) 20 Shillings 

Two Pounds (200 New Pence) 40 Shillings (no two pound note or 

coin under the old system) 
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I remember a pound being of substantial value as a child and later as a 
university student in the ‘60s. Major purchases such as appliances, suits 
and topcoats, bicycles, cars, rail and airline tickets, and so on were priced 
in pounds, shilling and pence. The value of the pound did not change from 
old to new systems. The creation of a two pound coin was not a problem. 
But switching lower denominations was a different story. For the general 
population, used to thinking in terms of everyday necessities being priced 
in shillings and pence their whole lives, the retention of the penny name - 
even as it was dubbed ’’new penny” for the first ten years after the change 
- caused confusion. 

According to my family’s recollections, a basic mental block, for many, was 
caused by the new half penny (ha’penny) - its value was actually higher 
than the old penny! The new ha’penny only lasted 13 years and was with¬ 
drawn from circulation in 1984, its value greatly decreased by inflation. The 
pound, shilling and pence, bastions of the British economy for centuries, 
caused everybody to develop nearly unshakable internal core values for 
each denomination. Negative impact of the switch to decimal coinage was 
brought by an inevitable inflation that killed the ha’penny. An item that 
cost seven old pence in January 1971, acquired a value of 2.92 new pence 
after February 15th - except that its new price was 3 new pence - merchants 
rounded up, of course - so this represented instant price inflation of 2.74%. 
There was nothing the purchaser could do but pay up. Do you think the 
merchant might give a fleeting thought to pricing it at 2.5 new pence? Of 
course not - that would have meant a 16.67% loss! Similarly an item priced 
at 2 shillings and 11 pence (35 old pence) became 14.58 new pence, which 
would be rounded up to 15 new pence, a 2.88% increase. There were mil¬ 
lions of items affected in this way. The Brits invented conversion inflation 
overnight! And in the years immediately following decimalization, the UK 
suffered high inflation, even having to devalue the pound at one point. 

It should be remembered that former British colonies around the world ac¬ 
quired their independence, some as late as the 1940’s, 50’s and early 60’s. 
Many former British colonies retained the pound sterling as their national 
currency, and money of account, so decimalization of the pound in the UK 
meant the former colonies had to follow suit. In some cases they actually 
changed from the pound to a 100 cent denomination and called it .... the 
“dollar.” Australia and New Zealand are prime examples. The former In¬ 
dian Empire (which became portions of India, West Pakistan, East Pakistan 
(now Bangladesh) and Ceylon (now Sri Lanka)) stayed with their traditional 
rupee which had been in use alongside the pound during colonial times. And 
having mentioned India, I would like to close with a reference to a change 
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that was under consideration almost half a century ago in India. At the time 
of the 1991 national census, 1,652 “mother tongues” were recognized as 
being spoken on a daily basis across the country. The population then was 
over 800 million. One of the languages spoken was and still is English. 
Although “standard Hindi” was spoken by 43% of the population and is the 
official language of India, English is considered the secondary “official” 
(sic: unofficial) language. English is taught as a second language to school 
children and is very definitely the language of higher education. That is why 
whenever you see and hear Indian politicians, intellectuals and profession¬ 
als speaking on television, they are speaking English - not always perfectly 
fluently and invariably with a strong accent. But they are using English in¬ 
stead of their mother tongues. In 1982, while in India, I read an article in the 
Op-Ed section of the Bombay Times (an English language publication) by 
a high-ranking Indian politician. He was responding to a proposal to make 
Hindi the only official language, eliminating English altogether. He warned 
in no uncertain terms that such a change would cause the nation to implode 
into its constituent linguistic parts. English, he thundered, is the glue that 
holds this diverse nation together! 

Switching coinage and monies of account may be considered necessary, and 
in some cases inevitable on a national scale. While many types of eco¬ 
nomic evolutions can be taken in stride by the general population, tinkering 
with legacy monetary systems, especially with systems that are as deeply 
ingrained as the British “£ / s / d” system of reckoning, or for that matter the 
French decimal system, adopted by the USA, may not always be welcome 
as change for the better, until a generation or two have passed. Monies of 
account in the United States were tallied both in Federal dollars and £ / s / d 
well into the 1830s. Remember the symbol for the British old pence is not 
“p” but “d” short for for “denarius” which harkens back to ancient Roman 
times. Old habits die hard. 


Two Languages on One Coin - Multilingual Money 
By Mark Benvenuto 

If you have been listening to recent news of a conservative bent, you’ve 
probably heard rumblings of how State Legislators throughout the country 
want to make their own, “state coinage,” or hard money substitutes, usu¬ 
ally from silver or gold, to avoid potential economic woes that European 
and Chinese economic forces and runaway debt might wreck on the U.S. 
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greenback. It’s curious to watch the different political thoughts about the 
economy at work, some arguing for more isolation, while others argue about # 
how intertwined we are. Numismatists who build collections of various ^ 
world coins may see connections that others have missed in this debate, and 
thus realize that much of what we are hearing now we have heard before. > 
We must discount alternative currency schemes issued by private parties, 
such as the “Liberty Dollar,” which recently got in trouble by issuing paper > 
warehouse receipts denominated at twenty liberty dollars, per ounce of sil¬ 
ver housed at a private mint, and found to be in violation of law regarding * 
“Whoever, except as authorized by law, makes or utters or passes, or at¬ 
tempts to utter or pass, any coins of gold or silver or other metal, or alloys * 
of metals, intended for use as current money, whether in the resemblance 
of coins of the United States or of foreign countries, or of original design.” 
Specifically, I’m thinking about some of the trade coins used in the past ^ 
two centuries in which one coin had to serve two monetary regimes under a 
global trading system. ► 



-US Trade Dollars - 


Many collectors of United States coinage know that Congress authorized 
a trade dollar and that the Mint got down to producing it in 1873 - 1885. > 

Pictured is an 1878-dated, San Francisco Mint, Trade Dollar which opens 
with pressure on the lower reverse making it a “box” dollar. Most of the v 
articles written about trade dollars point out that they were made to move 
American silver to the Orient, to banking houses in China and other coun¬ 
tries on the Pacific rim. These dollars were something of a failure, in that 
there was already a multitude of other silver coins being used in the Orient 
trade. What doesn’t get mentioned too often is that the United States trade > 
dollars only had one language on them, English. Had they also included 
Chinese characters perhaps they might have fared better. Chinese-made dol- ► 
lars would spring up after the Trade Dollar failed, with legends written in 
local languages, helping their acceptance in China. Multilingual Chinese * 
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“Dragon Dollars” soon began to fill the economic void as US Trade dollars 
faded. The lesson of using a local language was learned at the issuance 
of the Kingdom of Hawaii Dollar (Akahi Dala) and its fractions, in 1883 
whose legends are written in the local language. Pictured is the reverse 
of a quarter “dala” of King Kalakaua 1, struck at the San Francisco Mint. 
Let’s take a look at a few others. 

- Chinese “dollars” - 

During the Ching Dynasty there were numerous 
large, foreign, silver coins circulating as imperial 
“yuan,” worth seven mace and two candareens 
under the tael system of copper/cash money. 

Issued from European mints and derived from 
the “thaler,” these dollar-sized coins are highly 
valued by the growing population of Chinese coin collectors today. Lacking 
Chinese characters on them, presenting western letters, symbols and writ¬ 
ing, with portraits of European kings thought to be foreign devils, most for¬ 
eign coins needed special validation from Chinese economic authorities, as 
to authenticity, weight, fineness and value in local currency. Most received 
“chop marks” on them, in Chinese symbols applied by different banking 
houses and businesses, to verify the source of each coin’s authentication. 
Chopping foreign dollars soon left the coins in poor shape. Counterfeit 
coins soon began to come ready-made with false chops. 

- European Trade Dollars - 

British Hong Kong and French Indo-China were deep in the thick of things 
when it came to international trade and commerce in China at the end of 
the 1800’s. Both produced trade dollars (or piastres) for their colonies, 
and while France did not put multiple languages on theirs, they did list the 
weight and fineness. Britain on the other hand, had not two but three lan¬ 
guages on their Hong Kong trade dollars - English, Chinese, and Malay. 
Now that’s an international trade coin 
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But the counter argument is... 

For all the international flavor of the large, silver trade coins of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century, there is the undeniable fact that the » 
silver coins of Latin America — first the Portuguese/Spanish colonial cob 
eight reales, then “Pillar dollars” known in China as “Old Two Sticks,” then > 
“Portrait Dollars” and finally independent Mexican pesos - did not have 
any second language on them. Keep in mind these were the foreign coins * 
against which all others were measured in China when it came to interna¬ 
tional trade. Available during the Ming Dynasty, they began to supplant the * 
Mandarin Sycee, having the advantages of uniform weight and fineness. ^ 
There are plenty of references to the use of “dollars Mex” as the preferred 
form of silver accepted for payment in the Orient. You could start with any j 
chopped eight reales, then move into collecting by king, mint mark, or type. 
There’s a lot of room to collect these historic coins, even for someone of t 
limited means. Many old and new counterfeits exist of high grade coins 
with rare dates. As a first purchase, look for a low grade, chopped coin, * 
that rings of good silver. It should be of proper weight, with all the letters 
in the legend sharp and consistent in detail, and with a well engrailed edge, * 
without any telltale seam, as modern cast copies for tourists would show. 



Pictured are three 1798 Portrait Dollars, the first host coin is genuine with * 
Type I (Small Chops) on left, the second host is counterfeit with Type II 
(Large Chops) in center, and the third coin has so many chops of both types 
it is hard to tell much about the host, on right. 

When it comes to collecting trade dollars, these large, silver pieces run the > 
gamut in price. United States Trade Dollars (with chop marks) are reason¬ 
able in price compared to high grade pieces lacking chops. Quite a few ► 
US trade dollars were recalled and melted, making certain dates and mints 
hard to find. When it comes to Chinese Dragon dollars, there are far fewer * 
collectors here in the States who focus on them. Recent Chinese interest 
in their heritage and precious metals are skyrocketing the prices of original 
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Ching Dynasty Era (pre-1911) coins. To fill the demand modern replicas, 
made in China, now seem to outnumber original pieces. Even the British 
Hong Kong trade dollars are rising in price several times beyond the pre¬ 
cious metal value. And those “dollars Mex?” Well, there are many common 
dates within the long period of time over which they were made. With chop 
marks often seen as post mint damage, just about anyone can land some at¬ 
tractive pieces that actually went to the orient in the age of sail. 

Like we said at the beginning, there is a lot in common between what is hap¬ 
pening today, and what has happened before. The wheels of finance have 
become far more electronic in the past few years; and there are no silver 
trade coins to deal with now - or, perhaps it’s better to say there are no slow 
shiploads to china of silver coin moving today to make basic commerce 
happen, as was needed back in the latter 1800’s. Whatever the outcome of 
the current situation though, collectors have a lot to choose from when look¬ 
ing back at the previous era of international commerce and trade. 

2013 CALENDAR OF VNA COIN CLUB SHOWS 
Free Admission to All Shows 

Alexandria Coin Show February 2, 2013, 9:00 to 5:00, Holiday 
Express Springfield, 6401 Brandon Ave, Springfield, VA, 22150 
(Just South of the Beltway, 1st Exit, Old Keene Mill Road) 877-834- 
3613 Contact Boots Barnes 703-975-7029 (cell) stevenbarnes8@ 
verizon.net. 

Virginia Beach Coin Show February 16-17,2013 Virginia Beach 
Convention Center, 1000 19th St., Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Sat. 
10:00-6:00, Sunday 10:00-4:00.(PH: 757-222-4343). Web Site: 
www.tidewatercoinclub.org. 

Salem Coin Club Show February 23 & 24, 2013, American Legion 
Hall, 710 Apperson DR. , Salem, VA, Sat 9:30-5:30, Sun 9:30-3:30 
Free Admission, Free parking Good Food. Contact Will Camp 
P.O.Box 283 Fishersville, VA 22939 

Winchester Coin Show March 16, 2013, 9:30-5:30 Hampton Inn 
Washington Room. 1204 Berryville Ave. (181 - Exit 315, Winchester, 
VA) Contact: David Sabo 540-535-7236 or Doug Bowers EMAIL: 
bottles@shentel.net 

Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show April 5-6-7 2013, 
Weyers Cave Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA. 1-81, Exit 235, 
2 miles E on Hwy 256. (PH: 540-849-9108) Email: olecrs1@myway. 
com 
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Charlottesville Coin Show April 20, 2013 9:30 AM- 4:00 PM. Elks 
Lodge, 389 Elk Drive, Charlottesville, VA. Free admission Free 
parking. Contact Bob Tharpe Email: rwtharpe@comcast.net 

Richmond Annual Spring Coin & Currency Show May 3-5,2013, 
Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Blvd, Richmond, VA. Take 195, 
Exit 78 .(PH: 804-651-2536). Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 
10-3.Email:woscott1@verizon.net 804-350-1140 www.richmond- 
coinclub.com 

Roanoke Valley Coin Show May 4-5, 2013, American Legion Hall, 
710Apperson DR. , Salem, VA Sat 9:30-5:30, Sun 9:30-3:30 Free 
Admission, Free parking Good Food. Contact Will Camp P.O.Box 
283 Fishersville, VA 22939 

PROMOTER SHOWS 

Contact the editor to list a promoter show here and on VNA's Website. See rates on page 1. 

NORFOLK COIN SHOW January 15th 2013. 9:30-5:00. VFW Post 
4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free Admission. 40 
Tables. Contact Rusty Williams, P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 
Phone 757-363-0179 

58th Annual FUN Convention, Januaryl0-13, 2013 Orange County 
Convention Center, 9400 Universal Blvd, Orlando, Florida. (PH: 407- 
321-8747). Email: CWibker@aol.com. Web site: www.funtopics.com 

Vienna VA, January 26-27, 2013 Northern Virginia Quarterly Coin 
& Stamp Show. Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry St., SE, Vi¬ 
enna, VA Sat: 10:00 AM -6:00 PM Sun 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, (PH: 
703-444-2812). Email:darrencoker@aol.com 

Westminster Fire Hall February 3, 2013, 28 John Street (From 
Rt.140 going west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John Street, 
Westminster,MD. 9:00 AM -4:00PM. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410- 
379-5646 ceocoins@comcast.net 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show March 10, 2013, 9:00-4:30 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), 
Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: 
ceocoins@comcast.net 

Westminster Fire Hall April 14,02013, 28 John Street (From 
Rt.140 going west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John 
Street, Westminster,MD. 9:00 AM -4:00PM. Carl Ostiguy CEO 
Coins 410-379-5646 ceocoins@comcast.net 
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ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com_ 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters- 
burg, VA 23804,804-691 -6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 

CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 

LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on last Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com_ 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com___ 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804) 752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294, 804-350-1140, woscottl @verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5055, 
Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 

Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir¬ 
ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559_ 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi)___ 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org_ 

WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps /^%\ 

Coins For the Collector & Investor '31^ 

Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency yy 

Coin and Estate Jewelry jJ " 

Honesty • Integrity Value A $J 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 

Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 

434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 
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A THE SENTRY BOX 

Jr World Cmsn 

Vtifima Beach.: VA 2JU56-0112 

Email: mmhiv bo.\ # horm^ul com 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 


COIN & CURRENCY 


SHOW 


March 10, June 30, Sept 15, Nov 24, 2013 


The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons island Road 



Admission Hours 

I" If r r Peking & 9:00 a.m. to V-C " 

I IIIbL Appraisals 4:30 p.m. 


Admissi 

riirr Parking 

1 limb Apprais. 


m ■■■■■■ npjiiaiwu -t.vv |/.m. 

Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 

_- 


www.coinshows.com Ql 


OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 


October 26-28, 2013 


The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

There will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 
FL 32751 (407) 644-0085. 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 
Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED: Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, 
VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118, Belair, MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed¬ 
dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron, 
PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col¬ 
lection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. 
historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE” 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, PO. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring, 
P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA22183, (703) 938-7267 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com or P.O. Box 7491, Alexandria, VA 22307 
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Our website is n 
but we’re not 1 . 


Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 


The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 


Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 

We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 
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County of Middle¬ 
sex, Halfpenny 
token of 1791. 

The reverse says 
"One Cent" and 
the obverse show 
George Wash¬ 
ington, made 
by J. Hancock of 
Leather Lane, a 
seller of umbrel¬ 
las. The edge sa> 
"United States of 
America," while 
the Eagle holds i 
his beak a banne 
inscribed "UNUI\ 

E PLURIBUS" 


Mr Hancock failed to receive a federal contract 
to make "cents" for America, in part because 
Washington did not want his likeness to appear 
too "royal" as did English coins of George III. 
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Bank of the Valley in Virginia $5 Note of March 17,1856 
issued from the Leesburg, Virginia branch 


Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia 


Inside 

^ o m 

A Brief History of the Bank of the Valley in Virginia 
by Eric R. Schena 











THE INGLE SYSTEM SCRIP OF THE MID- 
ATLANTIC REGION by Eric Schena 

New book available through the VNA 

• Research based on original manufacturer's records and 
contemporary mercantile directories 

• 8 1/2" x 11" with hundreds of full color illustrations throughout 

• A new classification system for standardized Ingle reverses 
based on review of thousands of specimens 

• County distribution maps for Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia 

• Two convenient indexes by merchant name and by location 

• List of tokens previously attributed to the region with corrected 
attributions, 165 pages. 

• The cost of the book is $20.00 plus $1.00 tax, plus $3.00 media 
mail postage from the VNA. 


The 


Ingle System Scrip 



of the 

Mid-Atlantic Region 


Eric R. Schena 

8 

Order through the Virginia Numismatic Association 
Website - see: www.vnaonline.org 







2013 ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

l-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlinefor all copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue ( e.g ., 
February / May / August / November 
20 th ). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letterstotheEditorare invited 
from VNA members. Please include your 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 



VOLUME 49, No. 1 
Winter 2013 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot be forwarded, so be sure to 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relatingtothemagazineto 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information for the numismatic com¬ 
munity. Goto: vnaonline.org 


IN THIS ISSUE 

Membership Application.2 

List of Officers and Directors.3 

Editor's Corner.4 

A Brief History ofthe Bank of the Val¬ 
ley in Virginia by Eric R. Schena.6 

Coin Show Calendar.15 

VNACIubs.17 

Old Coin Gallery.22 

Money Store.24 
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Distinguished numismatic author Eric Schena provides us a glimpse into 
the founding of the Bank of the Valley of Virginia, a hometown bank, with • 
branches across Virginia, back before the Civil War. Collectible Bank of the 
Valley of Virginia notes were issued from places like Winchester, Leesburg * 
and Charlestown ([West] Virginia). The reverse of most notes in blank. 



VNA Membership/Renewal Application 


Check one: O $10.00/lndividual 0$10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 


0 $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 


Date. 


(Please Print) 


> 


Name 


Street or P.O. Box 


City, State, Zip 
E-mail _ 


Telephone. 


(Your contact information is kept confidential) Make check payable to "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 



1959 _r s ^ T 
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OFFICERS 



OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

# 

President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, 

Greenville, VA 24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@myw ay.com 

» 

Vice-President 

Chris 

Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 


Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

► 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

§ 

Past President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, 

Richmond, VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 


Other Posittions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

► 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-476-3418 

imjudern@comcast.net 

► 

New sletter Editor Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 

571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

> 

Education * 

Director 

John Philips 

P.O. Box 74775, North 
Chesterfield, VA 23236 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 

A 


DIRECTORS 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Email 


Robert Ayres 
Doug Bow ers 
Rarry Bragg 
Gregg Coburn 
Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 
George Watson 
Rusty Williams 
Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 
Emmett Yonce 


5100 Bibb Store Rd„ 
Louisa, VA 23093 
bol Coal Mine 
Rd.,Strasburg, VA 22657 
7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 
RO. Box 824, Bealeton, 

VA 22712 

803 Mt. Pleasant Dr., 
Locust Grove, VA 22508 
P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA 22151 
Bay Landing Coins, 

Virginia Beach, Va 23456 
1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 
VA 24505 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 


540-967-9740 

540-465-3952 

804-652-9183 

540-272-1524 

540-972-9678 

703-425-1256 

757-363-0179 

434-528-0488 

540-992-5331 


bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

bottles@shentel.net 

parrybragg795@hotmail.com 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

heplerj@juno.com 

georgecoins@msn.com 

coindink@hotmail.com 
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Editor's Corner 


VNA BOARD MEETING 

The next VNA Board meeting is May 5, 2013 at 7:00 AM at McLeans Res¬ 
taurant in Richmond, VA. This meeting is open to any VNA member who 
may wish to attend. We would like to know if you are interested so Parry 
Bragg can give the restaurant a head count. Please email Judy Merz, George 
Merz or Parry Bragg as soon as you can if you would like to be there. 


OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS AVAILABLE 

The VNA has copies of long out-of-print coin books for sale by authors af¬ 
filiated with the VNA. 

The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia, Charles J. Affleck. Published 
by the Virginia Numismatic Association, 1968. Printed by Multi-Print, 
Hampton, Virginia. The definitive work on Virginia paper money. VNA 
Member Price $100 for the two volume set (Hardback Edition: Vol. 1, 
237 pgs. $55.00, and Vol. 2, 265 pgs. $55.00 if purchased separately). 


Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, Richard Jones & Keith Littlefield. Pub¬ 
lished by the Virginia Numismatic Association, 1992. Printed by Multi- 
Print, Hampton, Virginia. A follow-up to Affleck’s work (Hardback Edi¬ 
tion is sold out but loose leaf editions for $30.00 are available, 470 pgs.) 


Virginia Tokens, David E. Schenkman. Published by the Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association, 1980. Printed by Multi-Print, Hampton, Virginia. 
238 pgs. The definitive work on Virginia Tokens. (NOTE- A new Virgin¬ 
ia token book is being prepared. Completion of this work is expected in 
2014.) (Unbound Edition has been drilled for a three ring binder, $30.00) 


To purchase any of these books, please contact: George Merz, VNA Secretary, PO 
Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 (Email address: ciderbaron3@aol.com) Single 
volume shipping is $5.20. Up to three volumes shipping is $11.35. Please add 5% 
Virginia sales tax and shipping cost when ordering. Make checks payable to VNA. 
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WHAT IS INGLE SCRIP? 


Eric Schena explains the Ingle System tokens were the first of the “system” 
- style tokens - tokens that used a standard format and sometimes used a 

) special register. System scrip became especially popular with coal mines, 

f * where keeping track of advances on pay envelopes was especially crucial. 

J His book was bom out of frustration trying to get tangible attributions on 

Ingle tokens. Until recently, identifying where a given Ingle System token 

^ was used was problematic at best. Unfortunately for collectors, a large num¬ 
ber of Ingle System scrip does not indicate place of use and some tokens 
have generic names, further frustrating would-be identification. The Ingle 
System Scrip of the Mid-Atlantic Region correlates data from the Ingle 

^ ledgers, published and unpublished information regarding denominations, 
and design types gathered from various sources. It covers the 419 confirmed 
attributions to the region: 290 merchants from WV, 116 from VA, 12 from 

♦ MD, and 1 from DC. It also includes a section on Ingle tokens that were 
attributed to the region through Lloyd Wagaman's groundbreaking effort 
in the 1980s but have since been reattributed through the ledgers. To help 
pinpoint a particular issuer, there are two indexes, one by merchant name 

^ and one by location. 

> 

^ HOW TO ORDER The Ingle System Scrip of the Mid-Atlantic Region 

The cost of the book is $20.00 plus $1.00 tax, plus $3.00 media mail post- 

* age. Make checks out to “VNA.” Mail your order to: George Merz, VNA 
Secretary, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA, 22801. In the event of questions 
please email George at ciderbaron3@aol.com and please put “ Order for 

¥ copy of Eric Schena’s book on Ingle Script” in the subject bar. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

. The Virginia Numismatist has a new post office box for snail mail. Please 
mail to: 

Editor, The Virginia Numismatist, 

P.O. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 
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A Brief History of the Bank of the Valley in Virginia 

Eric R. Schena 


The third bank to be chartered in Virginia and the largest bank in the Shenan- ' 
doah Valley region was the Bank of the Valley in Virginia, located in Win¬ 
chester. The Bank of the Valley was chartered by the Virginia General As¬ 
sembly in February 1817, and opened for business in 1818. One of the few 
Virginia banks to be granted the privilege of opening branch banking houses, 
the Bank of the Valley first opened in Winchester, with branches authorized \ 
for Leesburg, Charlestown (Jefferson Co., WV) and Romney (Hampshire 
Co., WV). Later, branches were opened in Christiansburg (Montgomery < 
Co.), Staunton (Augusta Co.) in 1847, and Moorefield (Hardy Co., WV) in 
1853. Bank of the Valley notes were made receivable for state taxes by the 
General Assembly on February 22, 1820, only the third such bank after the 
Bank of Virginia and the Fanners Bank of Virginia. 

Board minutes from its opening on January 17, 1818, running through to 
the end of 1823 still survive 1 , and are a wealth of information regarding the 
opening of a new bank in old Virginia. The first directors chosen by stock¬ 
holders were Charles Magill, Edward McGuire, Thomas Cramer, John Bell, 
Obed Waite, and Lewis Wolfe. Three directors chosen by the Governor of 
Virginia were David Humphreys, William Steenborgen and Augustine C. : 
Smith. The key bank officers chosen were: 

< 

• Charles Magill served as President until 1823. 

• Lewis Hoff, Cashier, who, after putting up $100,000 surety bond, 
received $ 1,200 a year, plus “a house, firewood, candles, and a porter.” J 

• George Orrick, Teller, was given a $900 a year salary and required to 
put up a $30,000 bond. 

• John G. Mansfield, Bookkeeper, was also given a $900 a year salary, 
however he was only required to put up a $15,000 bond. 

• Alexander Holliday, Discount Clerk, was granted an $800 a year 
salary and required to put up a $ 10,000 bond. 

• Thomas Pack, Runner, was granted a $500 a year salary and required 
to put up a $5,000 bond. 

1 First Minute Book - Bank of the Valley in Virginia, January 17, 1818 to December 29, 
1823. Stewart Bell Jr. Archives, Handley Regional Library, Winchester, VA. 
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In the first meeting, a committee of three was selected to 

procure plates and paper necessary for putting the Bank into opporation, 
so soon as by law it can be, 

and in addition, this committee was also assigned the task of designing the 
currency. These entries in the minutes provide a unique insight into the 
decision-making process behind designing and ordering paper money. In 
the January 20, 1818 minutes, the committee appointed to fix the devices 
submitted their first trial designs. It is interesting to note that while the 
central vignettes were specified by the committee, some artistic license was 
also given to the engravers: 

1 st. For the one hundred dollar notes, we submit a draft herewith present¬ 
ed, which represents the Allegheny Mountains on one side, the Blue Ridge 
on the other, & the Valley between them; and several emblems representing 
agriculture. 

2nd. For the fifty dollar notes, a shepherdess with a crook & lute, & a 
flock of sheep. 

3rd. For the twenty dollar notes, a mill & a wagon & team at the door 
loading flour. 

4th. For the ten dollar notes, a farm house, and a farm with a plow & 
horses and a man at the plow. 

5th. For the five dollar notes, a farm, with a shock of com nearly in the 
form of a sugar loaf, and several cattle feeding at it. 

6th. For the notes for the branches, the same devices, varified and re¬ 
versed, as the taste and discretion of the engraver may direct. 

At the same meeting, the quantity of currency to be issued and the plate 
layout were specified, based on the authorized amount of currency the Bank 
was permitted to issue in its original charter from the General Assembly: 

As to the quantity of notes of each description to be obtained, we refer to 
a statement herewith presented, which shows that the whole [illegible] of 
notes proper to be struck, will be $1,326,000, which will leave a surplus 
of $126,000 to be used as far as necessary for renewing mutilated notes. 

Statement refered to. 

Memo of plates for the Bank of the Valley in Virga and the number of 
impressions of each plate necessary for the Mother Bank and also for 
the offices. 

For the Mother Bank. 
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25 Dollars 


11,000 impressions 


$275,000 


5 

1 plate 5 
5 

10 

10 

1 plate 20 
50 
100 


180 Dollars 


$455,000 


For the Offices. 

5 

1 plate 5 25 Dollars 

5 
10 
10 


1,000 impressions 


19,000 impressions 


1 plate 20 180 Dollars 2,200 impressions 

50 

100 _ 

$ 871,000 
$1,326,000 

Sum authorized $1,200,000 
Surplus $ 126,000 2 


$180,000 


$475,000 


$396,000 


On January 22, the committee reported that the designs had to be altered 
somewhat, especially that of the'SI 00 note. The central design of the $100 
note originally proposed appears to have been an especially complex alle¬ 
gorical representation of the Shenandoah Valley: 


As to the devices reported for the hundred dollar notes, that device was 
intended to represent the Alleghany Mountains on the upper edge of the 
note, the Blue Ridge on the lower edge, the Valley between them, the River 
Potomac washing the northern extremity of Virginia in the Valley, the River 
Shenandoah the eastern border of the Valley; the jounction of those Rivers 
at Harpers Ferry, breaking through and separating the Blue Ridge at that 
place, a Boat loaded with flour descending each of the Rivers, a little above 
their junction, a drove of cattle descending the Mountain, and a Waggon 
and team crossing the mountain, such is the general design; but the commit¬ 
tee considering that probably these objects cannot be effected in the form 
intended, but that the whole design or so much as is practicable may be put 
to gather on the upper parts of the note; they submit the above explanation 
of their views, and suggests, that the execution must be submitted to the 


2 Ibid. 
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artists who shall engrave the plate; and preserving the design at the ends of 
the note, with the addition of Busts in the corner, & submitted the following 
draft for the numbering and wording of the note viz: 

' No. 

The President Directors & Co. of the Bank of the Valley in Virginia 
promise to pay to . or bearer, on demand One Hundred Dollars. 
Winchester 18. 

Cashr. Prest. 3 

For the other denominations, the designs remained largely the same, except 
with the notable addition of busts in the comers. The notes for the offices of 
discount and deposit were specified to use the same design elements, how¬ 
ever, the placement is to be “varied & reversed, as the taste and discretion of 
the engraver may direct” and with different wording: 

No. 

The President Directors & Co. of the Bank of the Valley in Virginia 
promise to pay One Hundred Dollars on demand at their Office of Dis¬ 
count & Deposit in . to . President thereof or to the bearer. 

Winchester 18. 

Cashr. Prest. 4 

George Orrick and Lewis Wolfe were dispatched by the board of directors 
to Philadelphia to obtain the specified printing plates and suitable banknote 
paper. It is interesting to note that some of these design elements (in particu¬ 
lar, the busts in the corners and the central vignette on the $5 notes) were not 
included in the final designs used by Murray, Draper, Fairman & Co. 

The later bank officers whose signatures appear on the notes include: 

• Obed Waite (1766-1845) was president from 1823 to 1845. Waite was also 
Mayor of Winchester from 1824 to 1831, and one of his two houses, located 
at 214 W. Cork St., is one of the oldest homes in Winchester that still stands. 

• Thomas A. Tidball (1786-1856) was president from 1845 to 1856. Thom¬ 
son's Mercantile and Professional Directory of Virginia for 1851 also lists 
Tidball as both clerk of the county court and an attorney. 

• A. S. Baldwin was the last president from 1856 to 1862. 

• Lewis Hoff (1783-1851) was cashier for the first Bank of Winchester, an 
unchartered private bank founded in 1815, before becoming the Bank of the 
Valley’s first cashier. 

• Henry M. Brent served as cashier after Hoff. Brent’s very distinctive signa¬ 
ture appears on most notes beginning sometime in the 1830s through to the 
bank’s closing in the 1860s. He later became the cashier for the Shenandoah 
Valley National Bank. 

3 Ibid. 

4 Ibid. 
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Henry M. Brent 

(Illustration from A Century of Service 1866- 


The bank thrived throughout the ante¬ 
bellum period and became the princi¬ 
pal bank in the region. In his message 
to the General Assembly on the condi¬ 
tion of Virginia’s banks on December 
7, 1857, Governor Henry Alexander 
Wise presented the following report 
from the Bank of the Valley as to its 
assets and liabilities as of October 1, 
1857: 

One Hundred Years of Banking in Historic Virginia) 


Specie $ 

Notes of other banks in the state $ 

Notes of other banks out of the state $ 
Due from other banks $ 

Aggregate of immediate means $ 


378,807.00 

109,852.16 

38,148.52 

397,732.98 

924,810.66 


Circulation 

Due to other banks 

Deposits 


$ 1,555,241.50 
$ 60,161.58 

$ 400,530.08 


Aggregate of immediate liabilities $ 2,015,933.16 
Deficiency of immediate means $ 1,091,122.16 
Little more than 4 of notes to 1 of specie 5 

While the reports show that bank notes were issued four times in excess of 
the specie held by the bank (that is, $4 in notes circulated for every $1 in sil¬ 
ver or gold coin held in reserve), this was far from unusual at the time. Most 
banks in Virginia had an average of between 4 and 6 times the specie held as 
reserves. Winchester proved to be a profitable center for the principal banks 
in Virginia, offering dividends higher than the nonn for the state. Norfolk 
was consistently the least profitable - averaging around 3% dividends. The 
early financial statistics of the Bank of the Valley bear this out: 


5 Wise, Henry A., Condition of Banks, p. xliv. 
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Year 

Specie 

Circulation 

Deposits 

Dividends 

1818 

$366,960.76 

$200,290.00 

$127,063.90 

6.00% 

1819 

$240,808.82 

$659,235.00 

$145,454.71 

6.00% 

1820 

$111,247.26 

$354,840.00 

$79,627.02 

6.00% 

1821 

$102,521.37 

$461,495.00 

$127,786.71 

6.50% 

1822 

$123,591.13 

$640,815.00 

$98,599.75 

7.00% 

1823 

$126,521.64 

$567,495.00 

$87,220.66 

7.00% 

1824 

$88,245.37 

$440,486.00 

$73,772.55 

6.50% 

1825 

$98,354.47 

$436,355.00 

$105,509.59 

6.00% 

1826 

$108,562.38 

$505,800.00 

$182,466.41 

6.50% 

1827 

$126,667.77 

$672,790.00 

$162,090.88 

5.50% 

1828 

$116,204.20 

$579,565.00 

$132,005.72 

6.00% 

1829 

$126,092.50 

$690,895.00 

$162,036.66 

6.50% 

1830 

$133,194.36 

$738,470.00 

$164,816.67 

7.00% 

1831 

$144,606.48 

$749,925.00 

$144,978.56 

7.00% 

1832 

$139,457.54 

$873,145.00 

$168,107.55 

7.50% 

1833 

$143,210.13 

$915,300.00 

$159,290.25 

8.00% 

1834 

$130,532.20 

$771,535.00 

$161,222.10 

7.00% 

1835 

$144,931.41 

$761,100.00 

$189,082.36 

6.50% 

1836 

$181,351.57 

$1,081,815.00 

$269,705.88 

7.00% 

1837 

$195,510.25 

$1,085,720.00 

$240,494.96 

4.50% 

1846 

$260,000.00 

$919,000.00 

$256,000.00 

- 

1859 

$341,732.00 

$1,196,619.00 

$409,011.00 

- 


However, the Civil War and Winchester’s precarious position changed this 
prosperity. Because of its location at the northern end of the Shenando¬ 
ah Valley, Winchester was considered the gateway into the “breadbasket 
of the Confederacy” and thus of strategic importance. As such, the city 
spent almost the entire war on the front lines, officially changing hands 
some 17 times with more than 70 skirmishes fought within city limits. 
While at the outset of the war, the Bank of the Valley remained open, as 
Winchester became more vulnerable and many of the bank’s branches fell 
into Union hands, the Bank could no longer stay in business and went into 
receivership sometime during the War. Immediately after the war ended, 
Henry Brent organized and obtained subscriptions for a new bank, which 
was granted charter 1635 on February 17, 1866 as the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley National Bank. The Shenandoah Valley National Bank was located in 
the original Bank of the Valley building at the northwest comer of Loud¬ 
oun St. and Piccadilly St. In 1903, the original building was demolished 
and was replaced by a larger, more impressive structure which still stands. 
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The Leesburg branch building still stands and is now part of the Loudoun 
County court complex. The Romney branch building also stands and is now 4* 
the Romney VFW post. 

Most notes seen are the later issues from the 1840’s through the early 1860s, * 

as most of the early notes are very rare. Modern reprints in green ink exist ^ 

for many types. An original copper plate for three $5 notes and one $10 note 
still survives. In addition, contemporary counterfeits are known for many 
issues, especially from the earliest period. Many of the Bank of the Valley’s 
ledgers, records, and unissued currency remained in storage in the original , 
building after the Shenandoah Valley National Bank assumed ownership of 
the property, including uncut sheets of currency and some partially issued > 
notes. The majority, if not all, of the uncut sheets and remainders surviving 
today may trace its origins to this hoard. By far the most common sheets * 
encountered today are four subject sheets with three $1 and one $2 notes. 

Far rarer are four subject sheets with three $50 and one $100 notes. 



$20, October 4, 1844 - Parent bank at Winchester 



IFTRGrTNXA 


WFW 1 >01 ,l,Aiv/V/r //r/A^ 


$50, February 1, 1853 - Charlestown branch 


► 

► 

* 

> 










$100, March 4, 1853 - Parent bank at Winchester 


.Yhitii Looking Soiitlt, 

Wim lirHlcr, Ylrulnht. 


* 

► 

► 

I 

> 

* 



Intersection of Loudoun St. and Piccadilly St. in Winchester, looking south - postcard dated 
1905. Though dated 1905, this postcard shows a view of the side of the original Bank of the 
Valley building to the far right before it was torn down in 1903 to make way for the new 


The Leesburg branch of the 
Bank of the Valley today. A new 
addition was added to the north 
end of the building (visible here 
to the left at the back in this 
photograph) during its renovation 
around 2002. 


► 
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BANK VALLEY VIRGINIA 
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bank valley virginia 
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BANK^VALLEY VIRGINIA. 


Uncut four subject sheet, c. 1845. 
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2013 CALENDAR OF VNA COIN CLUB SHOWS 
Free Admission to All Shows 


Winchester Coin Show March 16, 2013, 9:30-5:30 Hampton Inn Washington 
Room. 1204 Berryville Ave. (181 - Exit 315, Winchester, VA) Contact: David Sabo 
540-535-7236 or Doug Bowers EMAIL: bottles@shentel.net 

Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show April 5-6-7 2013, Weyers Cave 
Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA. 1-81, Exit 235, 2 miles E on Hwy 256. (PH: 
540-849-9108) Email: olecrs1@myway.com 

Central Virginia Coin Club Show April 13-14, 2013, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-3. 
John Tyler Community College, 13101 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Chester, VA 23831 (1-95 
Exit 61B to US-1 South, 0.5 mi. on left. Free admission and parking. Contact Jim 
Ransom, 804-691-6286. centralvirginiacoinclub.org. 

Charlottesville Coin Show April 20, 2013 9:30 AM- 4:00 PM. Elks Lodge, 389 Elk 
Drive, Charlottesville, VA. Free admission Free parking. Contact Bob Tharpe Email: 
rwtharpe@comcast.net 

Lynchburg Coin Show April 26-27-28, 2013, Commonwealth Auction House, 150 
Alum Springs Rd., Lynchburg, VA, 24502, (Just off # 460 toward Roanoke) Friday 
7:00 PM Auction Session I. Saturday April 27, 9:30—5:00. Auction Session 2 at 
7:00 PM. Sunday April 28 10:00-3:00, Auction lots may be picked up on Saturday 
from 9:00 to 5:00 and on Sunday from 10:00 to 3:00. 50 Tables , Food available. 
Contact: Tom Wood 1026 Main St. Lynchburg, VA 24504 434-528-0488 or 434- 
847-6523 

Richmond Annual Spring Coin & Currency Show May 3-5,2013, Clarion Rich¬ 
mond Central, 3207 N. Blvd, Richmond, VA. Take 195, Exit 78 .(PH: 804-651-2536). 
Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-3.Email:woscott1@verizon.net 804-350- 
1140 www.richmondcoinclub.com 

Salem Coin Club Show July 27-28, 2013, American Legion Hall, 710 Apperson Dr., 
Salem, VA, Sat 9:30-5:30, Sun 9:30-3:30, Free admission and parking, Good Food. 
Contact Will Camp P.O. Box 283 Fishersville, VA 22939 

Charlottesville Coin Show, August 17th, 2013, 9:30 AM- 4:00 PM. Elks Lodge, 
389 Elk Drive, Charlottesville, VA. Free admission and parking, Contact Bob Tharpe 
Email: rwtharpe@comcast.net 


15 




Virginia Numismatic Association 55th Convention & Coin Show 

Sept. 27-28-29, 2013, Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 
Carl D. Silver Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, Contact Gregg Coburn: 
PO Box 824, Bealeton, VA22715 (PH: 540-272-1524). Email: coburn- 
gregg@gmail.com. More information at www.vnaonline.org and www. 
fredericksburgexpocenter 

PROMOTER SHOWS 

Contact the editor to list a promoter show here and on VNA’s Website. See rates on page 1. 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show March 10, 2013, 9:00-4:30 Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Savage MD, 
20763. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: ceocoins@com- 
cast.net 

Westminster Fire Hall April 14, 2013, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 going 
west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John Street, Westminster,MD. 
9:00 AM -4:00PM. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 ceocoins@ 
comcast.net 

Norfolk Coin Show April 27, 2013, 9:30-5:00, VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free admission, 40 Tables, Contact Rusty Wil¬ 
liams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 

Norfolk Coin Show June 8, 2013, 9:30-5:00, VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free admission, 40 Tables, Contact Rusty Wil¬ 
liams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 

Whitman Coin & Collectibles Baltimore Expo June 20-23, 2013, Con¬ 
vention Center, One W. Pratt St., Baltimore, MD, (PH: 404-214-4373) Email: 
info@whitmanexpo.com 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show June 30, 2013, 9:00-4:30, Knights of 
Columbus Hall,2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Savage MD, 20763. 
Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web Email: ceocoins@comcast.net 

Norfolk Coin Show Sept 14, 2013. 9:30-5:00, VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bar¬ 
tee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free admission, 40 Tables, Contact Rusty 
Williams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show September 15,2013, 9:00-4:30, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Savage 
MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web Email: ceocoins@ 
comcast.net 

Westminster Fire Hall October 6, 2013, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 going 
west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John Street, Westminster, MD. 
9:00-4:00, Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646, ceocoins@comcast.net 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg^ 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 


COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 


MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on lastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804)752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294, 804-350-1140, woscottl @verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
- Williamson Rd.jTtoanoke, VA, Contact Emmett YoncerP.O. Box 512, Dal&ville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5055, 
Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 


TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Fran Ryan, P.O. Box 5247, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo’s Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 


WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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THE SENTRY BOX 


World Coins 


P.O. Box 6112 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0112 


Chris Maniscalco 
(757) 721-5331 
(757) 831-2795 (Cell) 
E-mail: senhybox@hotmail.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN 


Treasures Through Time 


On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434 979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 
www. centralvirginiacoin. com 


Rare Coins - Paper Money - Stamps 
Coins for the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin & Estate Jewelry 


Honesty - Integrity - Value 


Collections Appraised / Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 


March 10, June 30, Sept 15, Nov 24, 2013 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 


SHOW 


Admission 
Parking & 
Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 



Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 




402230 


OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 

October 26-28, 2013 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. > 

There will be 40 Coin and Currency Dealers from 
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading 
Old US and World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.O. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax; 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angefdees.com 
Website: www.angeidees.com 

Andy Skrabaiak and 


Alyiine Cutler Skrabaiak 

Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 



> y - 

P N G i * 




Andrew Skrabaiak 
LM5926 


Alvmtc Skrabaiak 
LM5925 
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Raleigh Coin Club 

40th Annual Coin, Currency & Stamp Show 

19-21 July 2013 

Friday & Saturday 10am-6:00pm, Sunday 10am-3:00pm 
(Last entry to bourse 30 minutes before closing each day) 

Exposition Center - NC State Fairgrounds 

1025 Blue Ridge Road • Raleigh, NC 27607 

150+ Dealer Tables 
Early Bird Badges Available 
Educational Seminars, Exhibits and YN Programs 


A ANACS will be on-site to accept 
gradingsubmissions and will offer 
special show pricing! 


For Bourse/Dealer Information contact: 
Paul_Landsberg@yahoo.com or 919-247-1982 



Buying and Selling 
Appraisal and Auction Service 
www.Apothcoins.com 



THOMAS G. WOOD Ph.D. 
1026 Main Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 
434-528-0488 


ANA Member 40 Years 
VNA Member 

Tues. thru Fri. 11am-5:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm or 
By Appointment 
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#lb Coin (©allerp 

Gold "Celeston" of Celestia, The 
Nation of Celestial Space which 
began in llinois by James Thom¬ 
as Mangan, the Prime Minister, 
who had the brilliant idea to lay 
claim to all of space on January 
18, 1949. At 2.2 g of 90% gold 
this coin was minted ini959. 

Princess Ruth Marie Mangan is pictured on the obverse, who was James Man- 
gan's daughter with "MAGNANIMITY" on the head band. Initially sold for $6.50 
each, the price was later raised to $10 each. The Celestian flag - featuring a blue 
hatch symbol within a white disc against a blue field - was broadcast in June 1958 
to a television audience of millions across the US and flown in front of the U.N. 
Building in New York City. In 1957, Celestia granted a special license to send up 
man-made satellites” and held exclusive authorization to make the first expedition 
to the Moon. The Celestians “issued a Proclamation to the World, declaring the 
Moon, Mars, and her Two Moons, and the Planet Venus protectorates” of the Na¬ 
tion of Celestial Space. The Nation of Celestial Space is thought to have become 
defunct with the death of its founder. 
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#lt> Coin <@allerp 


Medal of 
North Western 
Sanitary Fair of 
Chicago, 1865 
by Paquet, 
with a rever¬ 
ent Abraham 
Lincoln bust 
on the obverse 
and a marvel¬ 
ous and patriot 
landscape on 
the reverse with 
Columbia wav¬ 
ing an American 
flag, at her feet 
stands an eagle 
on a shield 
with arrows. In 
the foreground 
are barrels 
and boxes of 
goods marked 
NW, NW SV 
and N.W. SAN 
COM. The sun 
rises behind 
mountains in the 
background with 
campground 
and artillery 
bordering Lake 
Michigan with 
steam ship, sail¬ 
ing ship and iron 
clad monitor. 
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WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virqinia Beach Va 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road Maitland 
FL 32751 (407) 644-0085. 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 
Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED: Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, PO. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, 
VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118 Belair MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed¬ 
dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron 
PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col- 
lection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. 
historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE” 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring 
P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA22183, (703) 938-7267 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com or P.O. Box 7491, Alexandria, VA 22307 
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Bank of the Valley in Virginia $10 Note of July 1,1857 
issued from the Charlestown, [West] Virginia branch 


The Virginia General Assembly authorized the Bank of 
the Valley in Virginia to issue notes from Winchester in 
1818, and from branches across Virginia. After the Civil 
War, it became the Shenandoah National Bank in 1866 
and was later renamed the First American Bank. Consid- <► 
er collecting your hometown's currency. 



VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

RO. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Library of Virginia 
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Richmond VA 23219-1905 
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U Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

I ► 

Inside 

> Vote the Land Free Tokens by Aaron Packard 
. Can $20 Buy a Decent Walking Liberty Half Dollar? by 
Mark Benvenuto 
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THE INGLE SYSTEM SCRIP OF THE MID- 
ATLANTIC REGION by Eric Schena 

New book available through the VNA 

• Research based on original manufacturer's records and 
contemporary mercantile directories 

• 8 1/2" x 11" with hundreds of full color illustrations throughout 

• A new classification system for standardized Ingle reverses 
based on review of thousands of specimens 

• County distribution maps for Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia 

• Two convenient indexes by merchant name and by location 

• List of tokens previously attributed to the region with corrected 
attributions, 165 pages. 

• The cost of the book is $20.00 plus $1.00 tax, plus $3.00 media 
mail postage from the VNA. 


The 

Ingle System Scrip 



of the 

Mid-Atlantic Region 


Eric R. ScheOA 


Order through the Virginia Numismatic Association 
Website - see: www.vnaonline.org 






2013 AD VERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay- 
ableto Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlineforall copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
February / May / August / November 
20 th ). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed lettersto the Editorare invited 
fromVNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 



VOLUME 49, No. 2 
Spring 2013 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot be forwarded, so be sure to 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relatingtothemagazineto 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information for the numismatic com¬ 
munity. Goto: vnaonline.org 


IN THIS ISSUE 

Membership Application.2 

List of Officers and Directors.3 

President's Message.4 

Editor's Corner..5 

Vote the Land Free Tokens.6 

Can $20 Buy a DecentWalking Liberty 
Half Dollar?.9 

Coin Show Calendar..12 

VNA Clubs.13 

Old Coin Gallery.19 

Money Store.20 
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West Friesland Three Gulden of 1764 is one of many types of coins 
that circulated in Australia per Michael Tichy, author of "Dutch Coins 
inAustralia," in the library of the Australian Numismatic Society. 

I VNA Membership/Renewal Application j 

Check one: 0 $10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club O $15.00/Family I 

O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
| 0 $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

' (Please Print) Date_ 

I Name 

I Street or P.O. Box_ | 

City, State, Zip 

| E-mail _Telephone_ i 

(Your contact information is kept confidential) Make check payableto "VNA" I 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

John Kolos, P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year I 
| family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. | 

l ) 
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tA ORGANIZED 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

OFFICERS 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, 

Greenville, VA 24440 

540-849-9108 


Vice-President 

Chris 

Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

Secretary 

Michael Olson 

8829 Arley Dr. Springfield, 
VA22153 

703-644-5375 


Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, 

Richmond, VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Other Fosittions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-476-3418 

imudern@comcast.net 

New sletter Editor 

Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 

571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Ambassdor-at- 

Large 

James lanuzi 

PO Box326 Amherst, VA 

24521 

540-946-2243 


Education 

Director 

John Philips 

P.O. Box 74775, North 
Chesterfield, VA 23236 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 

DIRECTORS 

Name 

Address Phone Email 


Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., 

Louisa, VA 23093 

540-967-9740 

bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bow ers 

681 Coal Mine 
Rd.,Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-3952 

bottles@shentel.net 

Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 

parrybragg795@hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, 

VA 22712 

540-272-1524 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Peasant Dr., 

Locust Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 

heplerj@juno.com 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA 22151 

703-425-1256 

georgecoins@msn.com 

Rusty Williams 

Bay Landing Coins, 

Virginia Beach, Va 23456 

757-363-0179 


Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 
VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 

j 
















Presidents f s Message , 

3(n JfUlemortam: George Merz passed away after a long {> 
illness on June 5th, 2013. George is survived by his loving ^ 
wife, Judy Merz, who stays in our thoughts and prayers. 
George served as VNA Secretary, and Judy is our VNA Web 
Master. The VNA is fortunate to have Mike Olson step up ° 
to serve as Secretary. 0 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Four VNA Directors will be elected to serve from the 2013 
VNA convention through the 2015 convention. Nomina- 4 
tions may be made by any VNA member in good stand¬ 
ing and the person so nominated must have been a VNA 
member for 24 months. No "self' nominations are allowed. 
Nominations shall be in writing and shall be sent to the new ° 
secretary, [Michael Olson] for receipt no later than July 28, 0 

2013. Ballots for the election will be mailed in August to 
VNA members. 

n 

2013 VNA CONVENTION PLANS 

The 2013 VNA Convention will be a 3-day show. Early Birds will be 
allowed to set up on Thursday. Any dealer who decides he/she cannot 
stay for Sunday may forfeit their table for Sunday. Vacant tables will 
be offered to VNA members, as they become available, per the bourse 
chair. The bourse chair will resell vacant Sunday tables for $80. <> 

Exhibits will be handled by Jack Hepler with assistance from George 
Cash. Raffle tickets are still without a sponsor and George Cash is 
looking for a volunteer. All raffle tickets will be sold in books of 11 
for $10. The extra ticket is a bonus. Stamp dealers will be invited this 
year and will have a separate area on the floor. 0 
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Editor's Corner 


3Jn jHemoriam: Dr. Richard G. Doty passed away on June 2nd, 
2013. He was Curator of the National Numismatic Collection housed 
at the National Museum of American History of the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution. Dick was author of America’s Money, America’s Story , and 
most recently, Pictures from a Distant Country that explained images 
from obsolete currency. He received the 2011 Archer M. Huntington 
Medal in recognition of his career, distinguished by outstanding con¬ 
tributions to numismatic scholarship. Dick worked with the American 
Numismatic Society in New York prior to joining the Smithsonian in 
1986. His research Interests included numismatic technology, Latin 
American numismatics, eighteenth-century tokens of the British Isles, 
nineteenth-century United States private bank notes, Roman Imperial 
coinage and Confederate currency. Read a recent interview he did with 
Collector’s Weekly on February 3, 2010 “Currency Curator Richard 
Doty” by Maribeth Keane and Ben Marks for a brief glimpse into his 
outlook and the origins of his coin collecting passion. Condolences 
go out to his family and the many friends who mourn his loss. 


AUSTRALIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Jack Hepler presented a proposal for a reciprocal membership agreement between 
the VNA and the Australian Numismatic Society (ANS). The Australian Numis¬ 
matic Society, headquartered in Sydney with a branch in Brisbane, was founded 
in 1913, and celebrates its centennial this year. Both organizations would share 
educational materials for the intended use of teaching the numismatic community. 
Jack's proposal was signed by Dave Batten, the VNA President, and approved by 
the board. Further details will be provided. See the Australian Numismatic Soci¬ 
ety (ANS) website at http://www.the-ans.com/ and note their fine library of on-line 
publications including Dutch Coins in Australia by Michael Tichy, History of the 
Shilling by Peter Williams, Awards to Animals by John Peam, European Gold 
Coins before 1300AD by David Mee and Biblical Coins by Colin Pitchfork, exam¬ 
ples of excellent numismatic material already available via Internet from the ANS. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Virginia Numismatist has a new post office box for snail mail. Please mail to: 
Editor, The Virginia Numismatist, 

P.O. Box 7491, 

Alexandria, VA 22307 
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Vote the Land / Free Tokens 
by Aaron Packard 

Nova Numismatics <► 

(www.novanumismatics.com) 

Historically, numismatic researchers such as Rulau, Brunk, and oth- <► 
ers have attributed the VOTE THE LAND / FREE token to the Free 
Soil Party, which was a political movement that believed in the pre- * 
condition that all new states admitted into the Union should be en- 0 
tirely free, and that slavery would not be allowed within the “soil” of 
each new state. David Bowers, however, pursued research into these " 
counterstamped coins, and has shed doubt as to this accepted theory 
of the stamps. Rather, Bowers proposes that the National Reform ° 
Association, a political movement involved in the 1844 presidential 0 
election, was the genesis of these curious tokens. Given the era, and 
the various political movements of the time, Bowers theorizes that 
the National Reform Association was a better candidate as the source 
for the tokens, as the counterstamp better fits the slogans used by 
this movement. Bowers further hypothesizes that the counterstamp 
coins were probably struck in the springtime of 1844, shortly after the 
convening of the Association’s March conference. In 1844 George <> 
Henry Evans, a radical activist, established the National Reform As¬ 
sociation. Formed in New York City, Evans and other activists fo¬ 
cused their organization on labor movements and land reform. In n 
Evan’s view, capitalist speculators had acquired most of the desirable 
frontier lands in the expanding western United States, and resultantly, 4 
had left very little for the average citizen to acquire. Upset with the 
belief that there was a growing disparity between the wealthy and the 
average working American, Evans and other activists sought to reig- <> 
nite old Jeffersonian ideas of self-sufficiency and self-determination 
through agrarianism. Society, they reckoned, would be better if farm 4 
ownership was made more easily attainable to the average American. 

To that effort, Evans printed numerous newspapers and pamphlets de¬ 
voted to the organization’s causes. Titles of his periodicals included <> 
“Working Man’s Advocate,” “The Radical,” “The People’s Rights,” 
and “Young America!” All were quite controversial for their time. 4 

<) 
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By mid-1844 the popularity of the Evans’ efforts waned. Despite the 
organization’s efforts, the United States never transitioned back to the 
utopian agrarian society that Evans’ envisioned. 



Pictured Left: HT-833 on 1842 host cent - Image by Nova Numismatics, and 
Pictured Right: Image of a "VTL/F" octagonal steel die punch discovered by Bob Merchant 
at the Kansas Historical Society / Kansas Historical Foundation, who have information 
from the doner that the stamp was used by the National Reform Party in the 1840s. 

That said Evans’ efforts were not in vain. When Evans began his 
crusade, he had only the support of a few New York friends and a 
handful of city newspapers. But by 1850, the number of newspapers 
in the U.S. had grown to over 2,000, and as many as one-third had 
grown to support aspects of Evans’ land reform movement. In 1862, 
a homestead law was enacted by Congress. It enabled all citizens, 
either the head of a family, or those attaining twenty-one years of age, 
the ability to acquire a tract of federal public land. As a condition for 
acquiring title, the tract could be no more than 160 acres. Homestead¬ 
ers were required to settle and live on the land for a period of no less 
than 14 months. Given the era, and the various political movements 
of the time, Bowers theorizes that the National Reform Association 
is a better candidate as the source for the tokens, as the counterstamp 
better fits the slogans used by this movement. Bowers further hypoth¬ 
esizes that the counterstamps were probably struck in the springtime 
of 1844, shortly after the convening of the Association’s March con¬ 
ference. In conducting his research, Bowers assembled a census of 
known and listed VOTE THE LAND / FREE tokens. The outcome of 
his census is the illustrated in the following: 
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Population Ccmm - "VOTE THE LAKP FREE * 
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After compiling the census, Bowers contacted Rulau and Brunk. He 
discovered that neither Brunk or Rulau had actually seen first hand, 
or photographs of, any post-1844 specimens. Yet the Free Soil Party 
movement was active in the 1848 and 1852 presidential elections. 
If indeed the tokens had been struck for this movement rather than 
Evans’, many more coins dated 1845 and later would be encountered, 
and thus included in the census. But they aren’t. Given the census and 
distribution of known and verified specimens, I’m inclined to agree 
with Bower’s theory. Pursuant to the waning popularity of Evans’ 
campaign in 1844, it is clear why the highest population of specimens 
are dated 1844 and earlier. Bowers finally speculates that if indeed 
there are specimens which exist that are dated later than 1844, they 
were struck casually, and are not pursuant to the National Reform 
Association’s efforts. I’m also inclined to agree. Pictured on the 
cover is a VOTE THE LAND / FREE counterstamped large cent. The 
specimen is catalogued as HT-833, and its counterstamp grade is at 
least Very Fine. It’s listed with a Rarity Rating of R-5. It should be 
noted that the VOTE THE LAND / FREE token is a very popular and 
sought token. Because of this demand, unscrupulous counterfeiters 
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have reproduced these tokens as a means to profit from their popular¬ 
ity. Normal procedure when examining a counterstamped specimen is 
to verify that indeed it is genuine. The following animation compares 
this specimen to an authentically verified token. By carefully compar¬ 
ing the placement, alignment, rotation, typeface, and lettering size 
of both counterstamps, one can determine a specimen’s genuineness. 
(The original devices of the token play little role in the comparison.) 
Clearly the sample and control specimen agree, and thus the specimen 
is genuine. 

Notes and Sources 

1.David Bowers, The E-Sylum: Volume 4, Number 16, April 15, 2001, Article 7, ©2001 

2.Standard Catalog of United States Tokens 1700-1900 4th Edition, Russell Rulau, 
Krause Publications, ©2004 

3. Americans and Their Land: The Deep Roots of Property and Liberty, Will Sarvis, Con 
temporary Review, ©2008 

4. Kansas Historical Society and Kansas Historical Foundation, Exhibit ‘VOTE THE 
LAND / FREE Stamp” 

5. Young America!: Principles and objects of the National Reform Association, or Agrarian 
League / by a member, 1845 

6. History of the Labor Movement in the United States: From Colonial Times to the 
Founding of the American Federation of Labor, Philip Foner, International Publishers 
Co, ©1979, pg.228 

7. George Henry Evans & The Origins Of American Individualist-Anarchism, Kenneth R. 
Gregg, Jr. 

Thanks to Aaron M. Packard of Nova Numismatics for permission to reprint this 
story! 

Can $20 Still Buy A Decent Walking Liberty Half Dollar? 
By Mark Benvenuto 

If you are like many budget collectors, you set fiscal limits on your purchas¬ 
es. While it can be fun to read about big time numismatic rarities crossing 
the auction block, the reality of everyday “hobbiest” collector life is that for 
many of us, our collection remains a diverting pastime. Yes, the collection 
has some value, but we purchase items only after the bills are paid, and the 
necessities of life are taken care of. Thus, it is wise to put monetary limits on 
your purchases such as twenty dollars per purchase. Twenty dollars is not so 
small that spending a “Jackson” confines you to dealers’junk boxes and it’s 
not so large that it makes a catastrophic hole in most working persons’ wal¬ 
lets. But can twenty dollars buy anything decent in that classic American 
coin series, the Walking Liberty Half Dollar? Walking Liberty halves have 
quite a bit going for them. They are large coins and pretty, with good pre¬ 
cious metal content and solid constitution. Issued from 1916 to 1947, from 
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reverse, yet this series has many dates and mintmarks that qualify as com¬ 
mon, with a few that fit neatly into the category of “key date” or “short lived 
type” coin. In looking longingly at this likeable series, with our twenty dol¬ 
lar limit in mind, the first thing we might want to do is cross off the key dates 
as beyond our budget. This will include the 1916 and 1916-S, as well as the 
1917-D and 1917-S with mintmarks on the obverse. The 1919 is probably 
at least a semi-key coin, and the 1921, 1921-D, and 1921-S are all pretty 
scarce. The 1938-D is the only other half in the entire run that can be con¬ 
sidered a low mintage piece. So, all told, we’ve just removed one variant 
and nine coins from the list of twenty-dollar Walkers. All things considered, 
that’s not too bad, since there are dozens left within our means. Now, let’s 
go to the near end of the list, as it were, to the very common coins within 
this series. There are 15 dates or mint marks that were produced to the 
tune of more than 10 million per year. Indeed, the 1943 saw a total figure 
of 53.1 million, and the 1942 came in with 47.8 million. By any stretch of 
the imagination, that’s a lot of half dollars. I suspect most of us can’t really 
get an image of 53,190,000 of anything (the exact number of 1943-dated, 
Liberty Walking halves from just the Philadelphia Mint), so we offer some 
ridiculous, but amusing math to help. Since each half dollar is 30.6 mil¬ 
limeters in diameter, if you laid them all side to side, next to one another, 
they would stretch 1,627 kilometers or just over one thousand statute miles. 
If our math is correct that’s nearly as far as from Philadelphia to Kansas 
City, Missouri. Looked at another way, if you stacked these 1943 Philadel¬ 
phia Mint Walkers all into one massive “solid date” roll, each coin being 
2 millimeters thick, they would stack sixty-six statute miles high, roughly 
enough to span from the Earth’s surface into a near Earth orbit. That’s about 
enough to encircle Washington DC’s Capital Beltway, with a solid guardrail 
of rolled 1943 Philadelphia Mint Walkers. Imagine what could be done if 
1943 Denver and San Francisco Walkers were added to the stack. 
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Please feel free to check my math if you wish! Do we have a good mental 
image of what “common” now means. So, with that many of the single, 
most common Walking Liberty Half Dollar extant, what choices can twenty 
dollars buy; quite a lot, really. It seems that as this is being written (in early 
2013), you could land a 1943 in a grade as high as AU-50 for just under 
$20 retail. That’s a pretty good looking coin at a very good looking price. 
And since coins in such grades are influenced more by the prices of pre¬ 
cious metals than by some whim of the hobby, it’s a fair bet that this decent 
1943”P” half will hold onto that price tag for quite some time. If the price 
tag for the 1943 “P” is this good, what others might qualify as being equally 
as inexpensive? Well, one smart bet is to look at each of the dates and mint 
marks for which the mintage is over 10 million pieces. That affords a lot 
of coin choices, and the chances are good that the prices won’t be too much 
different from those of the 1943 “P.” Indeed, looking at the three oldest 
dates within the series to have a mintage greater than 10 million - the 1917, 
the 1918-S, and the 1936 - reveals that each can be obtained at about $20, 
depending on the grade. The 1918-S is the costliest of the trio, and your $20 
should land a coin only in F-12 condition. Perhaps that’s to be expected, as 
collectors do tend to want anything with an ‘S’ mint mark on it. The San 
Francisco Mint produced 1918 half dollars that circulated long after WW-I 
and were more often spent and re-spent, until expended, meaning less of 
them survive today in the higher grades, after forty-five years circulation to 
the point silver was pulled from commerce. Whatever the case though, our 
$20 gets us a slightly more circulated WWI era coin. Beyond the 1943 and 
any of the other high mintage, “common” Walking Liberty halves, another 
way to look at the series might just be to grab one price guide or another, and 
start circling the $20-mark for each of the Walker date / mint marks listed. 
It doesn’t take a genius to realize that a pattern will appear; $20 buys higher 
grade coins at the end of the series, and somewhat lower grade ones at the 
beginning of it. In doing this sort of analysis, one quickly finds good news 
that from about 1940 to the end of the series, the “short series,” there are 
plenty of these fifty-cent pieces you could snag for $20 in the AU-50 grade 
we just mentioned. For those minted in the 1930’s, there are plenty that you 
could land for $20 in the VF to XF range. Prior to that, your $20 will prob¬ 
ably only bring in coins that are about F-12. These aren’t horrible halves, 
to be sure. Well, it seems that $20 will unlock an example from across most 
of the series, and often in high grade. One can do well when it comes to 
assembling a nice short set of Walking Liberty halves. That note with Mr. 
Jackson’s visage burning a hole in your pocket at the coin show won’t land 
you anything in mint state (the ante for that will be about $30 minimum), 
but it will get you a decent example, from among a good selection of large, 
pretty, and historic silver coins. Good luck assembling your own collection 
of Walkers on whatever limit your budget allows! 


11 


2013 CALENDAR OF VNA COIN CLUB SHOWS 

Free Admission to All VNA Shows 

Salem Coin Club Show July 27-28, 2013, American Legion Hall, 710 
Apperson Dr., Salem, VA, Sat 9:30 AM -5:30 PM, Sun 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM, 
Free admission and parking, Good Food. Contact Will Camp PO. Box 283 
Fishersville, VA 22939 

Charlottesville Cpin Show August 17th, 2013, 9:30 AM-4:00 PM. Elks 
Lodge, 389 Elk Drive, Charlottesville, VA. Free admission and parking, 
Contact Bob Tharpe Email: rwtharpe@comcast.net 

Virginia Peninsula Coin Club Show September 7-8, 2013, Point Plaza 
Suites at City Center, 950 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, Newport News, VA. SHOW 
HOURS: Saturday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Sunday (10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Contact: Richard Schornak 372 Wythe Creek Rd. Ste E, Poquoson, Va., 
23692, 757-659-0235, Email: lntegrity1Coins@yahoo.com 

Virginia Numismatic Association 55th Convention & Coin Show Sept. 
27-28-29, 2013, Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. 
Silver Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, Contact Gregg Coburn: PO 
Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22715 (PH: 540-272-1524). Email: coburngregg@ 

g mail.com. More information at www.vnaonline.org and www.fredericks- 
urgexpocenter 

Virginia Beach Coin Show October 12-13, 2013, Virginia Beach Conven¬ 
tion Center, 1000 19th St., Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Saturday 10:00AM 
- 6:00 PM, Sunday 10:00AM-4:00PM (PH: 757-222-4343). Web Site: www. 
tidewatercoinclub.org 

Richmond Annual Fall Coin & Currency Show October 18-20th, 2013, 
Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Blvd, Richmond, VA. Take 1-95, Exit 
78 (PH: 804-651-2536). Friday 10:00 AM-6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM 
— 6:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM. Email: woscott1@verizon.net 
804-350-1140 www.richmondcoinclub.com 

Winchester Coin Show November 23, 2013, 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM Hamp¬ 
ton Inn Washington, Room. 1204 Berryville Ave. (181 - Exit 315, Win¬ 
chester, VA) Contact: David Sabo 540-535-7236 or Doug Bowers EMAIL: 
bottles@shentel.net 

Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show December 6,7,8, 2013 
Weyers Cave Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA. 1-81, Exit 235, 2 miles 
E on Hwy 256, Bourse Chair: Melissa Smith, 546 Knightly Lane Mt. Sid¬ 
ney, VA 24467, Phone: 540-363-7777 Email: SVCCSHOW@gmail.com 

OTHER STATE SHOWS 

Blue Ridge Numismatic Association Convention August 23-25, 2013, 
Northwest Trade and Convention Center, 2211 Dug Gap Road, Dalton, Ga. 
This show is sold out. 

North Carolina Numismatic Association 55th Annual Show & Conven¬ 
tion, October 4-6, 2013, Greensboro Coliseum Complex, 1921 West Lee 
St. Greensboro, NC 27403, Contact: Barry Ciociola at notgeld@aol.com 
or see the NCNA Website: ncnaonline.org 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg, VA 23804,804-691 -6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd MondaysatCity Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con- 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 

CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 


MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on lastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804) 752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294,804-350-1140, woscott1@verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. See Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Fran Ryan, P.O. Box 5247, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil- 
liamsburq, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone- 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org 

WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 


P.O. Box 6112 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0112 


Chris Maniscalco 
(757)721-5331 
(757) 831-2795 (Cell) 
E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN 

Treasures Through Time 


Rare Coins - Paper Money - Stamps 
Coins for the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin & Estate Jewelry 


Honesty - Integrity - Value 


Collections Appraised / Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 


On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434 979-9172 


See what we have to offer at: 
www. centralvirginiacoin. com 
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OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 


October 26-28, 2013 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, 
Ocean City, MD 21842 
Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

There will be 40 Coin and Currency Dealers from 
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading 
Old US and World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.0. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
Alynne Cutler Skrabalak 


Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 
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Andrew Skisfobiak 
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ANACS will be on-site to accept 
gradingsubmissions and will offer 
special show pricing! 


ANACS 


For Bourse/Dealer Information contact: 
Paul_Landsberg@yahoo.com or 919-247-1982 


CORPORATION 


Raleigh Coin Club 

40th Annual Coin, Currency & Stamp Show 

19-21 July 2013 

Friday & Saturday 10am-6:00pm, Sunday 10am-3:00pm 
(Last entry to bourse 30 minutes before closing each day) 

Exposition Center - NC State Fairgrounds 

1025 Blue Ridge Road • Raleigh, NC 27607 

150+ Dealer Tables 
Early Bird Badges Available 
Educational Seminars, Exhibits and YN Programs 


(fan*. 


I numismatic ^ 
guaranty 


Buying and Selling 
Appraisal and Auction Service 
www.Apothcoins.com 


* # OF AMERICA 

"QrtN* 

QPFCtAi QftAQiHG SERVICE 


THOMAS G. WOOD Ph.D. 
1026 Main Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 
434-528-0488 


ANA Member 40 Years 
VNA Member 

Tues. thru Fri. 11am-5:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm or 
By Appointment 
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PROMOTER SHOWS 

Contact the editor to list a promoter show here and on VNA's Website. See rates on 
page 1. 

Whitman Coin & Collectibles Baltimore Expo June 20-23, 2013, Con¬ 
vention Center, One W. Pratt St., Baltimore, MD, (PH: 404-214-4373) Email 
info@whitmanexpo.com 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show June 30, 2013, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 2), Savage. 
MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web Email: ceocoins@ 
comcast.net 

Raleigh Coin Club 40th Annual Coin, Currency and Stamp Show July 
19,20 and 21,2013, Fri-Sat. 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, Sun. 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Exposition Center - NC State Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd, Raleigh, 
NC. 150+ Dealer Tables www.raleighcoinclub.org. Dealers contact: Paul 
Landsburg. Email:Paul_Landsburg@yahoo.com, Phone: 919-247-1982 

Norfolk Coin Show Sept 14, 2013. 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM, VFW Post 4809, 
5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free admission, 40 Tables, Contact 
Rusty Williams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 
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Annapolis Coin and Currency Show September 15, 2013, 9:00 AM - 
4:30 PM, Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web 
Email: ceocoins@comcast.net 

Westminster Fire Hall October 6, 2013, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 
going west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John Street, Westmin¬ 
ster, MD. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646, 
ceocoins@comcast.net 

Ocean City Coin and Currency Show Friday, October 26 and Saturday, 
Ocober 27, 2013 from 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, and Sunday, October 28 from 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Ocean City Convention Center, 4001 Coastal High¬ 
way & 40th Street Ocean City, Maryland. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410- 
379-5646 ceocoins@comcast.net 

Norfolk Coin Show November 23, 2013, 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM, VFW Post 
4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free Admission. 40 Tables. 
Contact Rusty Williams, PO Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757- 
363-0179 



Annapolis Coin and Currency Show November 24, 2013, 9:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. Knights of Columbus Hall,2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: 
caocoins@comcast.ne, Cojn 


1795 Four Reales of Charles IIII made into a "Love Token." Love Tokens often commemorate hatches, 
matches, detatches and dispatches. This is a "detatch" or parting of W. F. Norton Jr., from Ada C. Badger 
using a stanza from Scottish Poet, Robert Bums "Ae Fond Kiss," a poem written in 1791. "Thine be ilka 
/ joy and treasure / peace, enjoyment, / love and pleasure" are engraved on the reverse. The poem contin¬ 
ues: "Ae fond kiss, and then we sever! Ae fareweel, alas, for ever!" Who Mr. Norton and Miss Badger 
were and what circumstances led them to part and to commemorate their parting in a love token, holed 
for suspension we may never know. This token of love seems to have been given to Ada to remember 
Mr. Norton. Perhaps she did? 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 
FL 32751 (407) 644-0085. 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need National 
Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED: Virginia Merchant Tokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., Jetersville, 
VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also National 
Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 118, Belair, MD 
21014, ph. (410)893-9783 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don’t know what to do with. Send photocopy 
or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, wed¬ 
dings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. Damron, 
PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my personal col¬ 
lection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, NC 27615 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 22931. 
historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a “FREE” 
currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, NC 27722-1646 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. Harold 
Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. Spelbring, 
P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA22183, (703) 938-7267 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron Wad¬ 
dell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com or P.O. Box 7491, Alexandria, VA 22307 
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vnaonlme.org 

2013 CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 


September 27-29,2013 

Friday & Saturday 10-6:00 - Sunday 10-4:00 


Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center - 2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA 

22401 


- FREE ADMISSION & PARKING - 

150+ Tables - Educational Speakers & Exhibits - Youth Activities - Scout 


Certification 


$35 Early Bird Admission during dealer setup, starting 3:00 PM, Sept. 26 
Hosted by Culpeper ; Rappahannock Area & Warrenton Coin Clubs 

More mformotion or vnoonline.org ond fredericksburgexpocentercom 

Contact: Gregg Coburn. TO Box B24. Bealeton, VA 22712. 540-272-1524. cobumgrcgg@gmail.com 

10/5/2012 
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Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
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4 Inside: Introduction to Ancient Coin Collecting 
4 by Mike Markowitz, Second Consul of the 

Ancient Numismatic Society of Washington, D.C. 
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THE INGLE SYSTEM SCRIP OF THE MID- 
ATLANTIC REGION by Eric Schena 

New book available through the VNA 

• Research based on original manufacturer's records and 
contemporary mercantile directories 

• 8 1/2" x 11" with hundreds of full color illustrations throughout 

• A new classification system for standardized Ingle reverses 
based on review of thousands of specimens 

• County distribution maps for Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia 

• Two convenient indexes by merchant name and by location 

• List of tokens previously attributed to the region with corrected 
attributions, 165 pages. 

• The cost of the book is $20.00 plus $1.06 tax (5.3%), plus $3.00 

media mail postage from the VNA. 


The 


Ingle System Scrip 



of the 

Mid-Atlantic Region 


Eric R. Schena 


Order by calling either Chris Maniscalco at (757) 721- 
5331 or John Kolos at (757) 546-7366 




2013 AD VERT I SING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
Thedeadlineforallcopyisthe20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue ( e.g., 
February / May / August / November 
20 th ). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismaticsignificance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

-Signed letters to the Editorareinvited 
from VNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 
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the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot beforwarded, so besureto 
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Roman Republic, (circa 137 BC), Silver Denarius with Head of < 
Roma and Apollo in Quadriga of "M. Baebi[us] Q" of Tampilus 
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VNA Membership/Renewal Application 

Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O $10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 
O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

(Please Print) Date_ 

Name_ 

Street or P.O. Box 


City, State, Zip 

E-mail _Telephone_ 

(Yourcontact information is kept confidential) Make check payable to "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

John Kolos, P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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President's Message 
2013 VNA CONVENTION PLANS 


The efforts of the officers and board members of the Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association are focused on our convention and coin show 
which will be held September 27-29 at the Expo Center in the Central 
Park Mall in Fredericksburg, VA. We are nearing 70 dealers from 13 
states signing up for about 120 tables. Tables also will be available 
for Sunday set-up on a first-come basis for $80. Sunday dealers must 
be VNA members. Additionally, stamp dealers have been invited to 
participate. As part of our youth education mission, John Phillips will 
sponsor the Scout merit badge program and host a group of over 100 
homeschoolers. It should be an exciting show for collectors of any 
category of numismatics. And raffle tickets also will be available. 

You will receive an invitation to our annual banquet on Saturday 
night, September 28. It will be held at the Hampton Inn and Suites 
near the convention center. The cost is $35 but we are limited to 45 
seats. It is imperative you get your reservation in early. 

Headlining the banquet will be our speaker, Miley Tucker-Frost. Ms 
Tucker-Frost has a most distinguished career as a sculptor and was 
the artist for the reverse for the American Eagle gold coin. For those 
attending the banquet, it will be a special treat. 

You also will receive in the mail a ballot to elect four members to the 
VNA Board of Directors. Please fill in your ballot and mail it to the 
VNA Secretary, Mike Olson. 

I want to emphasize one point about the upcoming show. It can be a 
success only if there are sufficient volunteers from the member clubs. 
Volunteers are essential to making a show run smoothly for both deal¬ 
ers and attendees. Please contact our bourse chairman, Gregg Cobum 
at (540) 272-1524 or email him at cobumgregg@gmail.com. 

So gather your friends and relatives and come to the VNA Convention 
and Coin Show. See you there! 
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Boy Scout Coin Collecting Merit Badge 
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VNA will hold its BSA coin collecting merit badge class 

@ 1:00 pm on Saturday Sept 28, 2013 at the Fredericks¬ 
burg Expo Center. Class time will be at least 2 hours. 
Free. No registration required. 

For more information, contact... 

John S. Philips 
VNA Education Director 
804-347-7082 (cell) 
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Promoting passion for coin collecting among our Virginia 
youth and their families 



P.S. We will also be conducting 
throughout the day on Saturday. 



Coin Treasure Hunts 
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SnjTClemoriam: GEORGE A. MERZ, 1939-2013 



George Albert Merz, 73, of Bridgewater, passed away June 5, 2013 
at his residence. Mr. Merz was born June 14, 1939 in Buffalo, New 
York, and was the son of the late Walter Merz and Elizabeth Bertsch ^ 
Merz. Mr. Merz received a B.S. Degree in Pharmacology from the 
University of Buffalo, and attended Virginia Commonwealth Univer- f 
sity, studying accounting. He passed his CPA exam and practiced 
briefly. He also held a Master Gardener Certification. To read the 
complete obituary, see: George A. Merz (www.kygers.com/current- 
obituaries-topmenu-38/92-june-2013/1981 -george-a-merz) 

Eric Schena writes: George A. Merz, Secretary of the Virginia Numis¬ 
matic Association and Treasurer of the Shenandoah Valley Coin Club 
has been a big supporter of spreading and encouraging knowledge 
on numismatics in the Commonwealth and helped me tremendously 
in putting out my book on Ingle System scrip. He was a fixture at 
many coin shows in the area and always willing to talk about history { 
and numismatics. He and Judy have always been kind and generous 
and absolute joys to be around. I will miss him dearly. 

Reprinted courtesy the E-Sylum, Volume 16, Number 25, June 16, <> 

2013. 
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Editor's Corner 

PO Box Closes 

After a year of receiving no snail mail, we are terminating VNA's U.S. 
Post Office Box for Letters to the Editor on August 31 st. Please deliver 
any correspondence for the Virginia Numismatist by email, phone, or 
hand deliver any actual snail mail to any of the club officers for special 
delivery to the Editor. 


Contact Information for the Ancient Numismatic Society 
of Washington DC 

The Ancient Numismatic Society of Washington, DC welcomes any¬ 
one with an interest in ancient and medieval coinage. Meetings are 
usually held on the third Sunday of the month. If interested, please 
contact First Consul, Michael Mehalick Phone: (301) 552-2214 
email: genioavgvsti@comcast.net 


VNA Convention Speaker - Miley Tucker-Frost 

Miley Tucker-Frost (then "Miley Busiek") designed the “Family of 
Eagles” reverse of the U.S. Treasury's American Gold Eagle bullion 
coin series (tenth ounce to one ounce coins) that have been in produc¬ 
tion since 1986. The image shows a male bald eagle bringing an olive 
branch to a nesting female eagle guarding hatchlings. Paired with the 
obverse of the Augustus Saint-Gaudens design used for double eagles 
from 1907 - 1933 her work well resonates with the golden age of Ted¬ 
dy Roosevelt’s renaissance of American coin design. Her focus is on 
patriotic, classical, and religious themes and portrayal of traditional 
American values. Starting as an artist in Dallas from 1977 until 1996, 
she moved to the Washington, D.C., area to continue her work under 
commission to the U.S. Department of the Treasury, U. S. Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing and other Agencies. She created the "Peace 
Through Strength Globe," a public monument located at the entrance 
of the U.S. Marshals' Headquarters, Army-Navy Drive, Crystal City, 
VA and other monuments located in Texas. 
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Introduction to Ancient Coin Collecting 
by Mike Markowitz, Second Consul 
Ancient Numismatic Society of Washington, DC 

What are the three kinds of medals Olympic athletes can win? See, you already 
know the three primary metals used in ancient coinage. Actually, "Bronze” 
coins often turn out to be nearly pure copper, and the silver and gold were 
sometimes debased (alloyed with cheaper metals). We do find a few ancients 
in other metals, like lead, brass and (rarely) nickel alloy. This talk is to be a 
very personal introduction to collecting ancients by one rather untypical col¬ 
lector. I want to share my experience (hobby, obsession, journey) with you by 
considering some of the "frequently asked questions" of ancient numismatics. 

What is a Coin? It may seem impertinent to ask such a silly question 
of coin collectors! But there are many coin-like objects (tokens, me¬ 
dallions, amulets, phalerae, tesserae, spintriae) we encounter in classi¬ 
cal archaeology that were never used as money. When you think about 
it, coinage is non-obvious. It was a late invention. The ancient Egyp¬ 
tians and Mesopotamians had highly developed civilizations with so¬ 
phisticated economies for centuries without coins. They had means 
of exchange and stores of value, but no coins. They were content - for 
centuries - to weigh out irregular bits of silver for each transaction: 

Genesis 23:16 —And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; 
and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver ... four hun¬ 
dred shekels of silver , current money with the merchant 

By traditional Hebrew chronology, this would have been about 1859 BC. 
He was not counting out coins. Abraham was weighing out chunks of raw 
metal cut or broken from ingots. 

[Note: Modem coin terms are artifacts of translation into the King James 
Version (KJV) Bible, made understandable to English speakers contempo¬ 
rary to Shakespeare, such as “farthings” in place of the unfamiliar ancient 
term "leptons."] 

Most people in antiquity were illiterate, so visual symbols were important. 
The reverse of the Roosevelt dime displays 3 symbols that would have been 
meaningful to any ancient Greek or Roman. 
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See the original eagle reverse of the US Washington quarter used from 1932 
thru 1998. — What symbol of ancient Roman power is the eagle standing on? 
This would be well understood by people living two millennia ago. 

What is a coin? 

• Round (mostly) 

• Flat (mostly) 

• Metal (mostly) 

• Words & Symbols (usually) 

• Convenient size (usually) 

• Government Issued 

• You Can Save It - “store of value” 

• You Can Spend It - “medium of exchange” 




Coins are Conservative 


Olive Twig “OLEA” 


Oak Leaves 
“QUERCUS” 


Torch "DIANA LUCIFERA" 

Ancient Greeks / Romans would find these symbols completely understandable 

Our founding fathers were steeped in classical culture — most could read 
Latin. Jefferson could also read Greek. Federal US coinage has ALWAYS 
been strongly influenced by ancient models. Augustus Saint-Gaudens de¬ 
sign for the Goddess of Liberty on the 1907 $20 gold piece purposefully re¬ 
captures some of the glory of ancient coin design. Coinage is conservative 
because people are very suspicious about changes in their money. 
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Aren’t They Really Costly? 

Well, Yes and No. Five dollar “junk box” coins may be just as interesting 
and collectible as $2 million auction stars. Advice? Buy fewer better coins. 



Copper half-follis of Justin II 
The worst coin I could find in my collection 

Thessalonika mint c574-5 AD 
Sear 366, DO 78 
Paid less than $5 


Current “record holder” 

Silver dekadrachm of Akragas 
409-406 BC 42.4 g 
NAC auction Oct 2012 - $2,477,000 


How do ancient numismatists divide up their world? 

• “Greek” in numismatics includes speakers of Semitic, Celtic, Arme¬ 
nian and non-Indo European languages like Etruscan c.650 BC - 250 AD. 
There were 500 different Greek-speaking cities that struck coinage at one 
time or another. One Greek city that didn't? - SPARTA (well, eventu¬ 
ally under Rome, Sparta struck a few small bronzes that are extremely 
rare, but in the classical period the Spartans when they needed to handle 
money, used iron roasting spits, or other people’s coins). The listing of 
Greek coins in catalogs can be confusing, because it is based on ancient 
REGIONS — Athens is under “Attica,” Thebes is under “Boeotia,” Per- 
gamon is under “Mysia,” etc. “Celtic’ to us means "Irish," to ancient 
numismatists it means Gaulish, British, Iberian and a wide stretch of Ger¬ 
manic and Balkan territory. 

• “Roman” includes the Republic, Imperatorial, Empire and successors 
circa 300 BC-500+AD 

• “Others” include Persia, Central Asia, Arabia, Ethiopia, India... Persian 
and Indian have been long neglected because the languages are a barrier. 
Few US collectors can get excited about collecting coins they can't read. 
But I think they will be hot in coming years. What about ancient China? A 
very separate coinage tradition that is a story for another time, and another 
teller. 
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Circa 700 AD we say “Medieval” and “Islamic,” rather than “Ancient.” 
< ► China presents a different coinage tradition separate from “ancients.” You 
might ask, where's Judea? It started "Persian," Became "Greek" and wound 
up "Roman" in numismatic terms, so "biblical" coinage gets very complicat¬ 
ed. There's no place like Rome. They adopted the idea of coinage from their 
Greek neighbors. And like most things they borrowed, they standardized 
and improved it. There is a seamless transition from Late Roman to Byzan¬ 
tine - which continues for nine more centuries to 1461 AD when Trebizond 
,, fell to the Turks. 

i GREEK, ROMAN, "OTHER" 
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Why Collect Ancient Coins? There are as many reasons as there are col¬ 
lectors. These are mine. 

To hold history in your hand 
To learn and share knowledge 
As an investment? 

- but don’t count on it 

There is no wrong way to collect - the way that makes you happy is the 
^ right way. Often, after a few years, you reach a point where you have 
nice examples of all the types you can afford, and the "key" rarities that 
would complete a set or a subset of some series are far beyond your 
means. A classic example is the 12 Caesars. You are never going to com¬ 
plete a set of all the Roman Emperors, or all the Greek Cities. But you 
can assemble a wonderful collection, and leam history and leam more in 
: depth about your coins, and perfect your wish list. 
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Reddite igitur quae sunt Caesaris Caesari et quae sunt Dei Deo - 
MARK 12:17 - Denarius of Tiberius 14-37 AD "Tribute Penny 

What were they worth? 

BROAD GENERALIZATIONS! Grain was cheap, except in famine. Clothes 
were expensive. Honey was expensive. Roman soldiers typically were paid 
225 denarii per annum in the first century BC which was increased to 300 d 
by Domitian. Remember many workers were slaves; they weren't paid any¬ 
thing but food and perhaps a tunic every few years. Ancient writers were 
mostly not interested in money — we have only scattered scraps of informa¬ 
tion about prices until Diocletian's impractical “Price Edict of 301 AD.” 


WHAT WERE THEY WORTH? 


Smallest bronze (coppers) = 
loaf of bread 





Quadrans of Domitian 88 AD. 2.65g 


Small silver = 
day's pay for laborer 




Drachma, Athens 454-404 BC 4.25g 


Smallest gold = 
sheep, pig or cow 




Tremissis of Zeno, 474-491 AD. 1.4g 


Most ancient people didn't live in a cash economy! 
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WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? 


“Sixttftn gold and soma 50 copper cairn r#cov#f*cf from 
wrsckhad si! haanka&i withlnth* main stooge ^ocktr^ 

Casual Finds: Coenwidfof Mends (79S 


Old Collections 


Sea Salvage: '-"assi as# sNpvrecks:ostc.6. 


"fsuftd b€Si-da tb# Rfvar Iv^l in Bedfordshire, Efig^afxJ 
by an amit* ur mats datectoristin 2901." 


Hoards: (not "Hordes") Hoxnet 



Isabella d'Este 
Marchesa of Mantua 
1474*1539 


found 1961-64) 



1767*1848 


John 

Quincy 

Adams 



NOT from grave robbing, and hardly ever from destruction of archaeologi¬ 
cal sites! There were no banks. To secure your money, you buried it in a 
clay pot. If you never came back for it, then it’s still there. Most ancients 
are found in hoards, in rural areas, distant from archaeological sites. Some 
are stray finds. An increasing number are "sea salvage." A surprising num¬ 
ber are simply recycled from old collections. Ancients have been collected 
since the Renaissance. 

Shouldn't they be in museums? 

Museum curators of the Classics mostly trained as archaeologists. They 
learned about pots. They don't study coins and they don't much like them. 
For example the Met Museum in NYC has the largest collection of Etruscan 
antiquities outside Italy with a magnificent, huge gallery, yet not one coin 
is on display. They have coins, which are fascinating, but they choose not to 
display them. In field work, archaeologists typically "clean" ancients with 
wire brushes and battery acid just to date a stratum, then toss them in boxes 
to sit and corrode in some dank basement. Many museums have sold off 
their coins, from lack of interest — examples: BMFA, Hispanic Society 
of America. Most museums dislike coins (British Museum is an excep¬ 
tion) because coins are Small, Two-sided (mostly) and a Security headache 
(if valuable). The National Numismatic Collection (Smithsonian American 
History Museum) has 450 thousand coins that belong to the American peo¬ 
ple. About three hundred are on display. 
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Fakes - There are many fakes but most are not dangerous and some are 
even collectible. "Modem deceptive copies" out of Eastern Europe are the 
dangerous ones. We're beginning to see some very high-end, suspected 
fakes that top experts disagree over. This is a very controversial topic. But 
these are not $100 coins you will see showing up on e-Bay. A reputable 
dealer is still the collector's best defense. A professional will stand behind 
the authenticity of what he sells. 

Fouree Semissis of Theodosius II. 

(RIC 210), struck 408-420. 2.12g - base 
metal core has high lead content. 

Blundered reverse lettering 


Carl Willhelm Becker, Counterfeiter 
(1772-1837). White metal. Type of 
Tetradrachm of Akragas, Sicily. Sold for 
$420 (September 2012) Real one sold 
for $2,477,000 (October 2012) 


Paduan, type of Tiberius, work of 
Giovanni da Cavino (1500-1570), AE, 

(g 22,26, mm 35, h 6). Rv. Emperor 
seated. Klawans 5.Extremely fine. 

(No original - Obverse and Reverse are 
based on different real coins) 


NGC Slabbed 
Ancient 

Surface 1-5 
Strike: 1-5 
Style 'Tine" or not 


S -10 Very Good 
4-6 Good 

Almost an ancient coins ha%et been deaned'unless they ere stilt covered m din. 

Nice ones have often been chemically treated 

Good mearn “Bad" FDC * Ne “ r<1 - coin 

Pine maans * Nasty 4c As good as they get 

Vary Fine mains’•You cars ttB what ft is, if? good fight'' 

ExtramasyFinamsans “You can't afford it* 

M$ rosanj “Nobody can afford ft* Probus. 276-2S2 AD. Auraus, FDC 6.-5g 



Grading ancients 


Sheldon 

{American Coinage) 

60-70 Mint State 
50- 58 About Uncirculated 
40-45 Extra Fine 
20-35 Very Fine 
12-15 Fine 


Traditional 

Ancient 

FDC 

Mint State 
Extremely Fine 
Very Fine 
Fine 
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Grading - Modem coins are machine made. Except for the rare errors, 
they are basically identical when they leave the mint. Ancients were hand 
struck, and no two are exactly identical even from the same dies. Mod¬ 
em technical grading standards just don’t apply. Most ancients have obvi¬ 
ous flaws. Three of my most treasured pieces are pierced - and one was 
plugged in antiquity - but they are still collectible because of their rarity 
and historical interest. Eye appeal has more to do with value than techni¬ 
cal grade. 

Where we collectors fit - Ancient Numismatics is connected to many other 
branches of knowledge. There is no university in the US where you can get 
a degree in it, and there are perhaps only a half dozen professors who can 
teach it. But the ANA and ANS give Summer Seminar courses in ancient 
coin collecting. 


WHERE WE FIT 


Arehoeology Histc „ y 



Study off 
Ancient ' 
Writing 


Economics 


Metallurgy 


Study 
of Seels 


Art History 


Metrology 

Study of Weights 
& Measures 


Study of Inscriptions 


Attribution "Attribution" is the complete, formal description of a coin. 
For modems, this is less of an issue — when you've said "1860 New Or¬ 
leans silver dollar" you've pretty much nailed it. But most ancients don't 
have a date or a mint mark, and there are thousands of types. 

Pedigree As with dogs, the better the pedigree, the higher the price. But 
mutts are also lovable. 
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BUY THE BOOK BEFORE 
YOU BUY THE COIN 



Reference Books - Many specialized reference works exist with a few hav¬ 
ing good, general introductions for non-specialists. Much of the literature 
of ancient numismatics is in German, French, Italian and other languages. 
A good auction catalog can be a textbook of numismatics. A collection of 
good catalogs can be a research tool. Reference works of high quality are 
increasingly available on Internet. 

- BERK, Harlan, 100 Greatest Ancient Coins. Whitman. 2010 

- BELLINGER, GRIERSON, and HENDY. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection and in the Whittemore Collection, 5 vols. (Washington, 1966-99) cited as “DOC” 

- HARL, Kenneth, Coinage in the Roman Economy, Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore and London 1996 

- HENDIN, David, Guide to Biblical Coins, 5th ed. Amphora. 2010 

- HOWGEGO, Christopher. Ancient History from Coins. Routledge. 1995 

- JENKINS, G. Kenneth, Ancient Greek Coins London 1974, reissued 1990. 

- KRAAY, Colin M., Archaic and Classical Greek Coins (Berkeley and London, 1976) 

- KLAWANS, Zander. Handbook of Ancient Greek and Roman Coins. Whitman 1994 

- MATTINGLY, Harold et al., Roman Imperial Coinage (10 vols. London, 1923-1994). Cited as RIC 

- SAYLES, Wayne, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. I. Krause. 2003 

-, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. II. Numismatic Art of the Greek World. Krause. 1997 

-, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. III. The Roman World. Krause. 1997 

-, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. IV. Roman Provincial Coins. Krause. 1998 

-, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. V. The Romaion/Byzantine Culture. Krause. 1998 

-, Ancient Coin Collecting, v. VI. Non-Classical Cultures. Krause. 1999 

-, Classical Deception: Counterfeits, Forgeries and Reproductions of Ancient Coins, Krause. 2001 

- SEAR, David R, Greek Coins and their values, Vol. 1 and 2, Seaby, 1978/79 
-, Roman Coins and their values, 4 vols, Seaby, 1978 - 2010 

- SEAR & KING, Roman Silver Coins, Vol. I to V, Seaby, 1979-82 cited as RSC 

- SELTMAN, Charles T., Greek Coins, 2nd ed. London, 1955. 

- VAGI, David, Coinage and History of the Roman Empire. 2 vol. Routledge 2001 
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Geography - Coins traveled widely in antiquity. Silver from Athens will 
turn up in Egypt. Late Roman gold is found in Sweden. But small change 
rarely left home. In most source countries, metal detecting is illegal. Any¬ 
thing ancient found in the ground is subject to confiscation by the govern¬ 
ment (unless you bribe the cop). In some source countries there is no rule 
of law, and anything goes. The UK portable antiquities scheme is a most 
sensible law. As a result, we know more about the circulation of coins in 
ancient Britannia than in any other part of the world including Rome. 

The Future of Ancients - Every year the surviving population of collec¬ 
tors gets a year older, on average. There are very few young collectors. 
Our hope for the future lies in the teaching of Latin in High School. Taking 
Latin in school is the best predictor of who will eventually - maybe decades 
later - collect ancients. Classical Greek is going extinct in US universities, 
unfortunately, little spoken anymore. Encapsulated (slabbed) ancients may 
be the next big thing. Older collectors resist this. But the coins don't care, 
and they give beginners a little extra sense of security. Early Islamic and 
ancient Indian coins are seeing increased interest and may still be "under 
valued" in the market. Contact: genioavgvsti@comcast.net for more info. 


The Future 

• Encapsulated ("Slabbed") Coins 

• Early Islamic & Ancient Indian 

• Latin in High Schools 
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For more information contact the author: 

Ancient Numismatic Society of Washington, DC, 
Mike Markowitz at ibpanda@aol.com 
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THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 


RO. Box 6112 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456*0112 


Chris Maniscalco 
(757) 721-5331 
(757) 831-2795 (Cell) 
E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins - Paper Money - Stamps 
Coins for the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin & Estate Jewelry 

Honesty - Integrity - Value 

Collections Appraised / Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434 979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 
www. centralvirginiacoin. com 



18 
























THE ANNAPOLIS 



Sept 15 and Nov 24, 2013 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 

Admission Hours 

Parking & 9:00 a.m. to 

Appraisals 4:30 p.m. 

Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 

OCEAN CITY COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 

October 25-27, 2013 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, 

Ocean City, MD 21842 

Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Dealer set up only 
Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

There will be 56 Tables of Coin and Currency Dealers from 
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading 
Old US and World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission and Parking. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 



SHOW 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.O. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andv Skrabalak and 
Alynne Cutler Skrabalak 


Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 



ttp png aSs 



Andrew Skrabalak 
LM5926 

Aiymne Skrabalak 
LM5925 
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&UH4, 

Buying and Selling 
Appraisal and Auction Service 



www.Apothcoins.com 


THOMAS G. WOOD Ph.D. 
1026 Main Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 
434-528-0488 


ANA Member 40 Years 
VNA Member 

Tues. thru Fri. 11am-5:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm or 
By Appointment 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg, VA 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. 
Contact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact: Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 


MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on lastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Billy Hoovler, rubberhookl @aol.com, 540 785-7188 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804) 752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294, 804-350-1140, woscottl @verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 Wil- 
liamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083, 540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. See Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Fran Ryan, P.O. Box 5247, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 


VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steakand Pancake House, 
755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Williamsburg, 
Va. 23185-757-345-5559 


WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 




















2013 CALENDAR OF VNA COIN CLUB SHOWS 

Free Admission to All VNA Shows 

Virginia Peninsula Coin Club Show September 7-8, 2013, Point Plaza Suites at 
City Center, 950 J. Clyde Morris Blvd, Newport News, VA. SHOW HOURS: Satur¬ 
day 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Sunday (10:00 AM -4:00 PM Contact: Richard Schornak 
372 Wythe Creek Rd. Ste E, Poquoson, Va„ 23692, 757-659-0235, Email: Integri- 
tyl Coins@yahoo.com 

Virginia Numismatic Association 55th Convention & Coin Show Sept. 27-28- 
29, 2013, Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401, Contact Gregg Coburn: PO Box 824, Bealeton, VA 
22715 (PH: 540-272-1524). Email: coburngregg@gmail.com. More information at 
www.vnaonline.org and www.fredericksburgexpocenter 

Virginia Beach Coin Show October 12-13, 2013, Virginia Beach Convention 
Center, 1000 19th St., Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Saturday 10:00AM - 6:00 PM 
Sunday 10:00AM-4:00PM (PH: 757-222-4343). Web Site: www.tidewatercoinclub. 
org 

Richmond Annual Fall Coin & Currency Show October 18-20th, 2013, Clarion 
Richmond Central, 3207 N. Blvd, Richmond, VA. Take 1-95, Exit 78 (PH: 804-651- 
2536). Friday 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 
AM - 3:00 PM. Email: woscott1@verizon.net 804-350-1140 www.richmondcoin- 
club.com 

Winchester Coin Show November 23, 2013, 9:30 AM -5:30 PM Hampton Inn 
Washington, Room. 1204 Berryville Ave. (181 - Exit 315, Winchester, VA) Contact: 
David Sabo 540-535-7236 or Doug Bowers EMAIL: bottles@shentel.net 

Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show December 6,7,8, 2013 Weyers 
Cave Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA. 1-81, Exit 235, 2 miles E on Hwy 256, 
Bourse Chair: Melissa Smith, 546 Knightly Lane Mt. Sidney, VA 24467, Phone: 
540-363-7777 Email: SVCCSHOW@gmail.com 

OTHER STATE SHOWS 

North Carolina Numismatic Association 55th Annual Show & Convention, Oc¬ 
tober 4-6, 2013, Greensboro Coliseum Complex, 1921 West Lee St. Greensboro, 
NC 27403, Contact: Barry Ciociola at notgeld@aol.com or see the NCNA Website: 
ncnaonline.org 

PROMOTER SHOWS 

Contact the editor to list a promoter show here and online. See rate on Page 1. 

Norfolk Coin Show Sept 14, 2013. 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM, VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bar- 
tee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free admission, 40 Tables, Contact Rusty Williams P 
O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show September 15, 2013, 9:00 AM - 
4:30 PM, Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web 
Email: ceocoins@comcast.net 
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Westminster Fire Hall October 6, 2013, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 
going west, turn left on Engler Road, then left on John Street, Westmin¬ 
ster, MD. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Carl Ostiguy, CEO Coins 410-379-5646, 
ceocoins@comcast.net 

Ocean City Coin and Currency Show Friday, October 25 (Dealer Only Set Up), 
Saturday, October 26, 2013 from 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM, and Sunday, October 27 
from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Ocean City Convention Center, 4001 Coastal High¬ 
way & 40th Street Ocean City, Maryland. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 
ceocoins@comcast.net 

Norfolk Coin Show November 23, 2013, 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM, VFW Post 
4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free Admission. 40 Tables. 
Contact Rusty Williams, PO Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757- 
363-0179 

Annapolis Coin and Currency Show November 24, 2013, 9:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. Knights of Columbus Hall,2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: 
ceocoins@comcast.net 



THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED : FEUCHTWANGER TOKENS. Please call or e-mail. Danny Freeman, P.O. Box 1738, 
Lumberton , N.C. 28359 / 910-740-6751 / southerngoldcoins@yahoo.com 

WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

INTERESTED IN COMMUNION TOKENS? Here is a way to learn about them. Please check 
out my blog: Collect Communion Tokens at communiontokens.blogspot.com. 


VNA MEMBERS: The Money Store is being refreshed with this issue. Please resend 
any current ads or provide a new, free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to Tom 
Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com or call 571-225-5750 to reserve ad space in the 
next edition. 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


vnaonline.org 

2013 CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 

September 27-29,2013 

Friday & Saturday 10-6:00 - Sunday 10-4:00 

Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center - 2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA 

22401 


- FREE ADMISSION & PARKING - 

150+Tables - Educational Speakers & Exhibits - Youth Activities - Scout 
Certification 


$35 Early Bird Admission during dealer setup, starting 3:00 PM, Sept. 25 
Hosted by Culpeper ; Rappahannock Area & Warrenton Coin Clubs 

More information at vnoonfine.org and fredericksborgexooctnter.com 

Contact: Gregg Coburn. PO Box 824. Bealcton, VA 22712. 54(}-272-1524. coburngregg@gmail.com 

10/S/2012 
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Pedigree: Obverse: BRVT 
IMP L PLAET CEST Head 
of Brutus, Reverse: EID 
MAR with “Liberty cap” 
and two daggers, from the 
Rubicon Collection. Ex NAC 
29 (11 May 2005). Ex Peter 
Weller Collection (Antiqua 
Fixed Price List VIII, 
Summer 2000). Ex Nelson 
Bunker Hunt Collection Part 
I (Sotheby's, June 1990), 
acquired by private treaty 
from the Sy Weintraub 
Collection. Ex Hall Park 
McCollough Collection 
(Stack's November 1967). 

Ex Woodward Collection 
(Naville-Ars Classica XV, 
1930). 

Purchased for about $90K in 1990 and Sold for $475K on 7 Sept 2011, 
About 75 specimens exist, this is one of the best, despite being off- 
center. Brutus believed gods may be portrayed on coins, but certainly 
not living and mortal men, such as Julius Caesar, who dangerously 
overreached his station in life, yet, ironically here is the living Brutus, 
likewise elevated to too high a perch in the pantheon of Roman coin¬ 
age. The Liberty Cap still symbolizes freedom. 




__ 

tA ORGANIZED A, 

A-casscP 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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800 E Broad St 
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A. HOARD OF OVER 
TWO HUNDRED 
OLD SILVER COINS 
Were found in 
the Water. 


THE NEWEST WAS 
THIS MINT STATE, 
REEDED EDGE, 
BUST HALF DOL¬ 
LAR, LOST AMID 
THE PANIC OF 


Fall 2013 


Dedicated to the enrichment of the numismatic hobby 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
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Inside: 


Splendid Silver Spill of the Jacksonian Era 

f by Beau Ouimette and Thomas Kays 







VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 


c 


The Ingle Scrip System of the Mid-Atlantic 

Region by Eric Schena (2013) (Paperbound, signed, f 
162 pp.) Cost: $20.00 + $ 1.06 sales tax + $4.44 shipping/ | 
handling: = $25.50 


c 


The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia by 


Charles Affleck (1968) 

Vol. I (Hardbound, 237 pp.) Cost: $50.00 + $2.65 
sales tax + $5.35 shipping/handling: = $58.00 
Vol. II (Hardbound, 265 pp.) Cost: $50.00 + $2.65 
sales tax + $5.35 shipping/handling: = $58.00 
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Virginia Obsolete Paper Money by Richard 
Jones & Keith Littlefield (1992) (Unbound, in 3-ring 
Binder, 470 pp.) Cost: $30.00 + $1.59 sales tax + $5.16 
shipping/handling: = $36.75 


a 


Virginia Tokens by David Schenkman (1st. ed, 1990) 
(Unbound, in 3-ring binder, 238 pp.) Note: A 2nd edi¬ 
tion is in process for publication in 2014, Cost: $30.00 + 
$1.59 sales tax + $5.16 shipping/handling: = $36.75 


Make checks payable to VNA and mail to: William Scott, 
PO Box 31752, Henrico, VA 23294. Phone: (804) 350- 
1140 Email: woscott2@verizon.net. Please provide 
shipping address. Books are mailed media rate. 
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2013 AD VERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlineforall copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue ( e.g ., 
February / May / August / November 
20 th ). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letters to the Editorare invited 
fromVNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 



VOLUME 49, No. 4 
Fall 2013 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot beforwarded, so be sure to 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relatingtothemagazineto 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information for the numismatic com¬ 
munity. Goto: vnaonline.org 
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Splendid Silver Spill ofthe Jacksonian 
era.6 
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VNA Clubs.22 

Coin Show Calendar..23 
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This handsome 1809 Mexican Eight Reales of Ferdinand VI 
was among the hoard coins found by Aquachigger 




VNA Membership/Renewal Application 


Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 


O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years 0 $37.50/Three Year Family 


(Please Print) 


Date. 


Name 


Street or P.O. Box 


City, State, Zip 
E-mail 


Telephone. 


(Yourcontact information is kept confidential) Make check payableto "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

John Kolos, P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 


i 















Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

OFFICERS 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, 

Greenville, VA 24440 

540-849-9108 


Vice-President 

Chris 

Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

Secretary 

Michael Olson 

8829 Arley Dr. Springfield, 

VA22153 

703-644-5375 


Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, 

Richmond, VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Other Fbsittions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

540-476-3418 

imjudern@comcast.net 

New sletter Editor Tom Kays 


571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Ambassdor-at- 

Large 

James lanuzi 

PO Box326 Amherst, VA 

24521 

540-946-2243 


Education 

Director 

John Philips 

P.O. Box 74775, North 
Chesterfield, VA 23236 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 

* 


DIRECTORS 


Name 

Address 

Phone Email 

Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., 

Louisa, VA 23093 

540-967-9740 bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bowers 

681 Coal Mine 
Rd.,Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-3952 bottles@shentel.net 

Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 parrybragg795@hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, 

VA 22712 

540-272-1524 coburngregg@gmail.com 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Peasant Dr., 

Locust Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 heplerj@juno.com 

Bill Scott 

P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294 

804-350-1140 woscott@verizon.net 

Rusty Williams 

Bay Landing Coins, 

Virginia Beach, Va 23456 

757-363-0179 porti a .wi 11 i a ms @cox.net 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 
VA 24505 

434-528-0488 coi n d i n k@h otm a i 1 .com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 bsks4egy@aol.com 
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President's Message 

The VNA's 55th Annual Convention and Coin Show is now history. The show 
featured 90 dealers from 16 states stationed at 142 tables. The show was attended 
by over 1000 enthusiastic collectors including more than 150 from a Home School 
Group and the Boy Scouts - and one numismatist squirrel who scampered through 
the hall. Gregg Coburn did a great job as Bourse Chairman, but we also must thank 
the many dedicated volunteers from local coin clubs who supported the VNA show 
in so many ways. Without a doubt, there could not have been a successful show, or 
any show at all, without their extraordinary efforts. The VNA had a good year in 
2013. Let's build upon that in 2014 by encouraging greater membership, volunteer¬ 
ing with our local clubs as well as VNA, and promoting our great hobby whenever 
we get the chance. 


We also held our annual banquet on Saturday night which featured one of the true 
highlights of the Convention. Miley Tucker-Frost, a renowned sculptor, was the 
banquet speaker. She is the designer of the reverse of the American Eagle gold 
bullion coin. Her presentation was warm and casual, yet very informative and 
inspiring. We took the opportunity to recognize the outstanding efforts of some of 
our volunteers with the award of plaques and certificates of appreciation. We swore 
in newly elected members of the VNA Board as well as our new Secretary, Mike 
Olson. Add to that a very fine meal and I am certain all would attest to a most en¬ 
joyable evening. We hope some of you who did not attend this year's banquet will 
take advantage of the opportunity next year. 


On Sunday morning of the convention, we held a Board meeting. One of the key is¬ 
sues we must deal with is finding a replacement for Gregg Cobum as Bourse Chair¬ 
man. While Gregg will remain in that position through the 2014 VNA Convention 
and Coin Show, it is not too soon to search for his replacement so that we can insure 
a smooth transition. So if you have any interest in this important job, contact Gregg 
to discuss with him the particulars. 2014 VNA Convention dates are September 
26 - 28, 2014 at the same venue, the Fredericksburg Expo and Conference Center, 
Contact Gregg Coburn 540 272-1524. He promises to help the new chairperson for 
the 2015 show. 
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Editor’s Corner 

CORRESPONDENCE: Please deliver any correspondence for the Virginia Numisma¬ 
tist by email, phone, or hand deliver any actual snail mail to any of the club officers 
for special delivery to the Editor. 

DOWNUNDER AGREEMENT: In October 2013, the President of the Australian 
Numismatic Society, John Veltmeyer signed a Letter of Agreement finalizing part¬ 
nership with the Virginia Numismatic Association. The agreement permits the re¬ 
publication of articles written for journals of each organization. Sharing of written 
material will introduce members to a wider range of numismatic information while 
serving to establish a new level of journalistic excellence. The text of the Official 
Letter of Agreement may be seen on the VNA website. 

CONVENTION PHOTOS: Thanks to Susan Cash for providing these conven¬ 
tion photos. Left: Chris Maniscalco presents Web Master Judy Merz with a special 
award for her husband, George Merz, former VNA Secretary. Right: Education 
Director John Philips teaches an enthusiastic and crowded class of home schooled 
children about the joys of collecting coins at the VNA Convention 



An auspicious line-up ensues at the installation of your 2014 VNA Officers from 
L-R: Robert Ayers, Rusty Williams, Michael Olson, William Scott, Gregg Cobum 









SPLENDID SILVER SPILL OF THE JACKSONIAN ERA 

“Aquachigger Hoard” revealed by Beau Ouimette and Tom Kays 


Figure 1. Aquachigger s Hoard in its full glory 


People amass, store and sometimes lose treasures, fueling the lucky few 
who rediscover hidden treasures after great passages of time. Many who 
find treasure remain silent for obvious security reasons. Most recoveries 
do not make headlines. Some may be mentioned in passing, under scant 
newspaper back page stories, or are inconveniently described in dry ar¬ 
cheological field reports. Aside from a guess as to the total value, few coin 
hoards found fifty years or more ago were studied by numismatists, to tease 
out more of the hoard origin story regarding details about coin dates, and 
undated tokens, medals, or other indicators of the hoard’s composition, 
such as silverware hallmarks. Today such data may be shared with ease on 
the Internet, if only someone takes time to compile it. 


HOARD RECOVERY — A relic hunter by the name of “Aquachigger” 
captured in 21st century fashion, the thrill of recovery of handfuls of old 
silver coins from an undisclosed, underwater site. Recovery of a portion 
significant American coin hoard may be viewed on Youtube at: http://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=F-eixkwOwgU 
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His video is legend in cache and relic hunter circles, with brief glimpses 
of many of the coins, dripping, au natural being piled on a rock after run¬ 
ning out of hands to hold them all. A complete numismatic tally and some 
preliminary hoard analysis is needed to tell from whence the treasure hails. 
One hundred and twenty-eight coins surfaced that first happy day that the 
discovery coin among a carpet of “big silver” was plucked from the wa¬ 
terway. Subsequent searches netted two hundred and one coins in total, 
which today have a value in excess of $50,000. Numismatic scarcity more 
so than bullion value (86 Troy ounces of silver weighing about six and a 
half avoirdupois pounds) is responsible for the greater than twenty-five 
times multiplier over bullion value. Probably few remain in that watery 
bank. “Probably” gives rise to the need for code names, the site remain¬ 
ing undisclosed, with scant details to be offered at this time, regarding 
the historical context. Were we living under English treasure trove law, 
the Portable Antiquities Scheme would enable the public to learn via a 
Web search, in which museum these coins were slated for display, or if not 
wanted, that they were returned to the land owner and finder in equal mea¬ 
sure upon inquest. In England they document “old” coin hoards with lot¬ 
tery proceeds so that the public shares in protecting their material heritage. 
“Old” means three hundred years and more (Queen Anne’s time). Modem 
objects, lost in recent times for which adequate newspaper archives exist, 
do not rely on the archeological record alone to know about the lives of 
those people, who lived and scattered Victorian or even Georgian coins, 
not so long ago. In America, numismatic studies of old coin hoards remain 
much more haphazard. This hoard got lucky to have its full accounting in 
your hands to ponder. 

END OF THE HOARD - The Aquachigger Hoard recovered thus far con¬ 
sists of two hundred and one coins, two hundred being silver, and one 
is copper. The newest coin (pictured on the cover) is a mint state, 1837 
capped bust half dollar being the only “reeded edge” bust half in the hoard. 
It was lost when new, and helps trim the time span of the hoard, (terminus 
post quern) to the end of the Jacksonian era, squarely lost during the “Panic 
of 1837” amid the “Hard Times.” The United States Democratic Review, 
of February 1840, ran an article on “Currency Reform” to explain “Panic” 
in times of peace and plenty as an outcome of wildcat banks issuing private 
paper money “fiat currency” to five, ten, or more times the value of “spe¬ 
cie” (money in coins) held in their vaults. Excess money supply in paper 
notes, advances prices by which foreign commodities were attracted, in 
excess and beyond the value of exported products. Unfavorable trade 
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balances inevitably lead to the export of specie, since “foreign” paper 
money will not circulate abroad. The withdrawal of specie causes a rapid 
contraction of banks ability to do business, leading to low limits, or stop¬ 
page (suspension) of specie payments altogether. Banks that only pay out 
in ever more risky “potentially broken” bank notes and not specie on de¬ 
posit, lose public confidence, alarm depositors, cause runs on banks until 
suspension of specie payments, business failures, banker scandals (fleeing 
town in disguise with carpet bags of cash), and in a word “panic” across the 
economy as individuals and businesses are unable to borrow, with mort¬ 
gage loans called due by every bank in town, all at once. For each dollar in 
specie withdrawn, five or ten paper “fiat” dollars needed to be contracted. 
For each dollar in specie deposited, excess specie goes into vaults, not a 
problem. Foreign economies exclusively based on a “currency” of specie 
alone were loath to extend credit to American “foreign” merchants (such as 
England using gold coin, or France using bimetallic currency of gold and 
silver) preferring sound currency that retained bullion value when abroad. 
They would sit out of growing panic faced by the newly inaugurated Mar¬ 
tin Van Buren in the spring of 1837, inheriting years of Jackson’s “hands 
off’ fiscal policy now in “Hard Times.” Jackson aimed at doing away with 
the Bank of the United States; for who better understood to avoid or de¬ 
flect looming and breaking banking scandals that elected officials ought 
not mire themselves with blame for things they cannot control. Jackson did 
not want the United States Treasury obligated to “hold the bag” on such an 
unregulated, risky and freewheeling “commercial” business, as it bounced 
between panics. 

OLDEST HOARD COIN - The earliest dated coin of the hoard is a vener¬ 
able and interesting French, Half Ecu of Louis XV, dated 1730, and minted 
at Caen, France. It endured 107 years of wear before being lost, and looks 
it. Other full and half ecus and their “guillotines” (cut fractions) of simi¬ 
lar date and wear have been unearthed at Yorktown, Virginia having been 
brought to town by French Troops, about two weeks before the surrender 
ceremonies of 1781. French quartermasters dazzled beleaguered Tidewa¬ 
ter farmers with specie not seen since war began. The Frenchmen bought 
up all available food and lodging. Late arriving American troops found 
nothing left to buy, nor did they have money to spend, burdened with de¬ 
valued Continental “shinplasters,” fallen to ruinous low exchange rates, 
oversupply with too many wartime creditors petitioning the Continental 
Congress for specie with none to spare. While Frenchmen dined as well 
as could be had in the American backwater, the victorious Americans in a 
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“World Turned Upside Down” dined on little to naught but pride, due to 
well worn French coins very much like this one. We cannot say for sure 
this particular half ecu was introduced to local Virginia farmers by French 
Quartermasters at Yorktown during the American Revolution, but it would 
be a very good bet. 



Figure 2. The oldest coin with date is this Louis XV, 1730 Half (< Ecu au 
Lauries, ” with Mint Mark “C” (Caen). 


TREASURE VALUE - Having seen the two end cap coins now consider 
the vast middle bunch. The hoard totals Eleven Eagles, One Dollar, Thirty 
Two Cents and Five Mills in Federal money ($111,325) or approximately 
twenty-two English Pounds, both being acceptable “monies of account” 
per 1837 exchange rates and counting house methods. In buying power, 
eighty six troy ounces of silver coin equates to finding a purse of more than 
$1879 (figured at the modem silver price of $21.85 an ounce as this is be¬ 
ing written), a not inconsiderable sum. The buying power of this mass of 
specie would be valued all the more during the six years of depression that 
followed the Panic of 1837. Andrew Jackson signed into law a “Specie 
Circular” on July 11, 1836, requiring all public lands to be bought with 
specie (coins) and not private banknotes. No national banknotes then ex¬ 
isted. Crop failure in 1837 and widespread unemployment added pressure 
to the economic problems, when a wide spread run on banks in May 1837, 
began to topple them in the West and South, domino-fashion. Specie pay¬ 
ments were suspended, companies crashed and fortunes were lost across 
the country. It seems certain Aquachigger found a “savings hoard” capped 
in the summer of 1837, as specie payments were suspended for several 
years thereafter, that could have bought a 160 acre homestead out west in 
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the Indiana or Illinois Territory. Perhaps the hoard’s owner was headed 
west to start over when some disaster struck while crossing the particular 
body of water where the coins lay scattered. Perhaps it was flood water 
or falling through ice that caused the owner to drop five and 3 A pounds of 
coins and to abandon an effective underwater search, for if the owner did 
not drown, they must have tried to feel for, and grab the submerged coin 
saddlebag, purse, or chest. There may have been more than one saddlebag 
of specie recovered from the water back in the day, this being one that got 
away. 

HOARD TYPE - Savings hoards are characterized by a run of “savers,” 
rather than spenders,” meaning hand-picked, high denomination coins, 
scrutinized, gathered, stacked, of good bullion, selected from the best in 
circulation, over a period of time when savings were amassed. Savings 
hoards tend to gather common coins of high face value, and often in high 
grade, over a run of successive years as they were socked away. “Spend¬ 
ers” are low denomination, worn old coins, perhaps slick, holed, clipped, 
or of dubious authenticity; the coins to be spent first, so long as they still 
bring face value. Merchant hoards typically amass “spenders,” or what was 
in circulation on a particular day, when some extraordinary event caused 
them to be set aside, and lost. If the beginning of the savings period coin¬ 
cides with early date, near mint state coins, then Aquachigger’s hoard was 
socked away over a period of about seven years from 1831 to early 1837. 

HOARD DIVERSITY — Aquachigger’s coins come from perhaps twen¬ 
ty different sources including Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1807 - 1837), 
Mexico City, New Spain (1756-1818), Durango, Mexico (1828), Guate¬ 
mala (1773, just before the earthquake of 1776 which destroyed the mint), 
Potosi, Bolivia (1775 - 1805), Lima, Peru (1779 - 1830), Santiago, Chile 
(1793), Madrid, Spain (1776), French mints at Caen (1730), La Rochelle 
(1814), Perpignan (1814), Dieppe (1815), Paris (1820), Lyon (1823), and 
Toulouse (1828). One of the Spanish colonial pieces of eight circulated to 
Brazil where it was over struck at either Rio de Janeiro or Bahia in 1815. 
One of the Philadelphia half dollars of 1832 is counterstamped “Houcks - 
Panacea — Baltimore’ circa 1836. One of the pieces of eight, ostensibly 
from Lima, Peru, dated 1798, may be a contemporary counterfeit. With 
obvious edge issues we note that Peruvian, Portrait, Milled Dollars may not 
hold to the same high production standards as the Mexico City Mint, with 
regard to the anti-clipping, edge design of circles and rectangles, but this 
one seems bad. Many Spanish Colonial counterfeits were made in 


10 



Birmingham, England of Sheffield Plate over a composite core, during the 
Napoleonic Wars as a means to slow and destabilize enemy military pur¬ 
chases worldwide. Sheffield plate coins have beautiful silver obverses and 
reverses, but the edge seams hide a rotten core, often indifferently applied. 
One of the U.S. Half Dollars dated 1836 is an obvious counterfeit of badly 
pitted “silver” from an unknown, perhaps local counterfeiter’s den. 


Figure 3. Left: 1832 Capped Bust Half 



Dollar host with “Houck s - Panacea - 
Baltimore ” Found most often on bust 
half dollars, Russell Rulau rated this 


Hard Times Token (HT-141) as Rarity-4, 
\ | y with more than 76 examples known, in¬ 
cluding the 1832-dated Capped Bust 
I Half Dollar as a known host. Dr. Jacob 
/ Houck originally from Frederick, Mary- 
J land sold dry goods at 121 West Balti¬ 


more Street when he offered a Patent 
medicine “Botanic Panacea ” prepared 
solely from vegetable matter (It may be 
taken with perfect safety by all ages and 


in all diseases) at $1.50 a bottle starting about 1834. Houcks counterstamps are 
believed to have been done in 1836. Jacob Houck came to Baltimore in 1828 and 
was listed as a dry goods merchant until 1833-1834. He received his Patent for 
Houck's Panacea on May 9, 1833 which contained the following “vegetable mat¬ 
ter” in each batch: Rye whiskey 25 gallons, Gum quac[k] 25 lbs, Sugar 150 lbs, 
Oil of Juniper lib, and Oil of Lemon 5 oz. 



Figure 4: Obverse and Reverse of the counterfeit 1836 Half Dollar. "A Mono¬ 
graph of the Silver Dollar: Good and Bad" by John. L. Riddell, an employee of the 
new branch mint at New Orleans, was published in 1845, showing bad Capped 
Bust Half Dollars, both struck and cast counterfeits, datedfrom 1814 to 1839, giv¬ 
ing a brief description to alert banks, commerce, and all readers to the problem. 
This specific Capped Bust Half Dollar counterfeit may well be one of the varieties 
Riddell warned the public about. 
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The Latin American coins range in denomination from One Real through 
eight Reales, equal to 960 Reis in the Portuguese colonies of South America. 
When Brazil struck over eight reales with their own 960 reis denomination, 
they would leave enough of the under coin type visible to indicate some as¬ 
surance of purity. The large French coins are of five Francs (dollar-sized). 
One hundred and forty-five U.S. half dollars make up the bulk of the hoard. 
Two thin and enigmatic coins, one of silver and one copper, were fished up 
with the hoard seeming at first not to fit. The thin silver is slightly bent, 
crudely holed by a hand-wrought (not round) nail, and nearly featureless, 
with only a few letters in the legend showing. Upon close inspection they 
do match in placement, the upper and lower, reverse of a small planchet, 
medium letter, Pine Tree Shilling, (AN : DO : NEW ENGLAND) which 
would be one of Sydney P. Noe’s varieties #16 thru #18), now in poor con¬ 
dition after a century and a half of circulation. Back-dated to “1652” dur¬ 
ing the English Commonwealth, they were actually struck between 1675 
and 1682 under King Charles II, who frowned on such free license with 
the royal prerogative of minting “Coyne” in his colonies. Therefore, we 
include John Hull’s Mint at Boston in the Massachusetts Bay Colony as a 
coin source. The thin copper is of some antiquity too, roughly half penny 
size, and marked by repeated, oddly-toothed, punch marks, reminiscent 
of a watch maker’s disk, rather than a coin. Also found was a small “cuf¬ 
flink” with glass jewel, perhaps a leather purse closing device, or strap end 
for which the leather long since rotted away. With the fairly positive ID 
of a poor Pine Tree Shilling, Aquachigger’s Hoard now spans close to one 
hundred and sixty years of American history (1675 - 1837). 

HOARD PATINA - Being lost under water, much of the silver shows bright 
fields with black patina in elongated random patches, where leaves and 
grasses lay against the silver and decomposed. I call it “swamp tone.” 
Some coins caught deep underwater stuck in bare rock shelves or under 
sand, still maintain original mint luster with very little dark patina from or¬ 
ganics. Others perhaps at shallower depth, subject to dry and wet periods, 
more rotting vegetation, and more exposure to air, have a heavy dark and 
crusty coating, yet all are consistent in black color (despite variations in 
extent) from a sulfur corrosion of silver (toning), as hoards should exhibit 
consistency of environmental damage. Using an old digger’s trick, some 
of the worst coins were unfortunately “improved” by sitting at length in 
aluminum foil-lined dishes, with a “Top Job” type detergent to soak away 
dirt deposits. Some coins are therefore somewhat brighter than when they 
first came to light from the muck. Others do not appear to have been 
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cleaned, the practice being suspected risky by the digger who knows not to 
do any more “improvement.” 



Figure 5. Comparison of Bust Half Dollars recovered show variation in Patina 
from Full Dark to Blazing White 


HOARD COMPARSIONS - The composition of Aquachigger’s hoard, es¬ 
pecially the 145 capped bust half dollars, may be compared with the little 
documented “Maine Half Dollar Hoard” of two thousand half dollars de¬ 
posited in the 1830s and found in 1963. They were disposed of by John J. 
Ford, working at New Netherlands Coin Company, as revealed in Q. David 
Bowers, American Coin Treasures and Hoards. No inventory is known to 
exist. They were dispersed before the Overton attribution system originat¬ 
ed. Seven to ten per cent of the coins were “gems” as with Aquachigger’s 
Hoard. Ford speculated they were hidden by someone fearful of banks, cir¬ 
ca 1837- 1838 during the financial panic. The Maine Hoard included a few 
capped bust quarters and some small eagle types indicting it was started 
earlier and saved over a longer period of time than the Aquachigger hoard. 
Another well-documented hoard from the Mohawk Valley, deposited circa 
1842 and unearthed near the site of an abandoned fort, near Albany, New 
York in 2001 may have comparable coins among its 337+ half dollars. The 
latest half dollar was, not surprisingly, dated 1837. The Mohawk Valley 
hoard’s half dollars all have Overton attribution by variety, per John Klee- 
berg’s, Numismatic Finds of the America’s. 

HOARD ANALYSIS - Hoards are shaped not just for what they contain, 
but also for what they lack. While we know they were available in 1837, 
the Aquachigger Hoard contains none of the following fiscal items. 
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• Gold coins of any kind - With California gold as yet undiscovered in 
1837, Carolina gold coins could have been available if the saver had been 
from the Carolina area. 

• U.S. dollars - Plentiful Spanish milled dollars served in lieu of US dollar 
coins having not been minted in large numbers since Thomas Jefferson’s 
presidency and of those many were exported and melted overseas as bul¬ 
lion. 

• U.S. silver quarter dollars / dimes / half dimes - Plentiful Spanish Co¬ 
lonial fractions (two bits, bits, half bits) circulated since payments were 
received after the Revolution. Especially used in lieu of dimes and half 
dimes these American coins were largely unknown to commerce as re¬ 
ported by John Quincy Adams in his treatise about the indifferent use of the 
Metric System in America. 

• U.S. copper large cents or half cents, and copper hard times tokens - 
Missing due to the nature of savings hoards. Small stuff is often weeded 
out of savings hoards to cut down on bulk and make the mass of metal man 
portable. 

• Half Reales “picayunes” — Missing due to the same reason as above. 

• Cut (sharp) silver - Dropped from circulation decades before the saver 
began amassing coins 

• Paper currency - Whether shinplasters (private fractional notes) or large 
denomination bank notes none would have survived underwater for long. 

Gold coin would have made sense to save, but was somewhat unfamiliar 
to the average citizen, due to little popular experience in high finance. As 
with U.S. silver dollars, gold coins were exported and melted in large num¬ 
bers being scarce in everyday business by average citizens. Being wrong 
about the authenticity of a golden eagle, eight escudos, or Portuguese Joe 
(6400 reis) would be a very costly mistake to our saver; as it would have 
been a comparable to risking acceptance a five-hundred or thousand dollar 
bill, never having seen one before, during the Great Depression. Spanish 
colonial milled dollars “pieces of eight” (lacking the uncommon four re¬ 
ales denomination) and their two bit, and one bit fractions clinked together, 
dovetailing with workhorse U.S. half dollars, to make complete the Jack¬ 
sonian panoply of specie, familiar to average Americans, until weight re¬ 
ductions and production by branch Mints at New Orleans, Dahlonega, and 
Charlotte, in tandem with Philadelphia caught up with the growing demand 
for U.S. coin just prior to the Civil War. 
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Figure 6. Close-up of some Pieces of Eight from the Aquachigger Hoard 
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AQUACHIGGER HOARD INVENTORY AQUACHIGGER HOARD INVENTORY 
SILVER COINS 


EIGHT REALES DENOMINATION 


One coin from Colonial America 

Massachusetts Bay Colony Pine Tree Shil¬ 
ling (Small Planchet) 

QTY DATE MINT COMMENTS 

1 (1652) Hull (Boston) 

Forty-Six Coins from Latin America 

ONE REAL DENOMINATION 


QTY 

DATE 

MINT COMMENTS 

1 

1771 

Mexico Pillar Style 

TWO REALES DENOMINATION 

QTY 

DATE 

MINT COMMENTS 

1 

1756 

Mexico Pillar Style 

1 

1772 or 3 Mexico Portrait with 

Inverted Initials 

1 

1773 

Guatemala 

2 

1775 

Potosi 

1 

1779 

Lima 

1 

1782 

Mexico 

1 

1784 

Mexico 

1 

1787 

Mexico 

1 

1789 

Mexico 

1 

1792 

Mexico 

1 

1793 

Santiago 

1 

1793 

Lima 

1 

1795 

Lima 

1 

1804 

Lima 

1 

1807 

Mexico 

1 

1819 

Mexico 

1 

1827 

Lima 

FOUR REALES DENOMINATION 

QTY 

DATE 

MINT COMMENTS 

1 

1776 

Madrid 


QTY 

DATE 

MINT COMMEN 

1 

1786 

Mexico 

1 

1789 

Potosi 

1 

1792 

Potosi 

1 

1793 

Mexico 

1 

1795 

Mexico 

1 

1796 

Mexico 

2 

1797 

Mexico 

1 

1798 

Lima 

1 

1799 

Lima 

1 

1799 

Mexico 

1 

1802 

Mexico 

2 

1803 

Mexico 

3 

1804 

Mexico 

1 

1805 

Mexico 

1 

1805 

Potosi 

1 

1806 

Mexico 

1 

1809 

Mexico 

1 

1817 

Mexico 

1 

1818 

Mexico 

1 

1828 

Durango Cap & Ray 

1 

1830 

Lima 


960 REIS (Overstruck on Eight Reales) 

1 1815 Brazil No Mint Mark 

Eight coins from France 

HALF ECU (King Louis XV) 

QTY DATE MINT COMMENTS 

1 1730 Caen Yorktown? 

FIVE FRANCS DENOMINATION 


QTY 

DATE 

MINT CC 

1 

1814 

La Rochelle 

1 

1814 

Perpignan 

1 

1815 

Dieppe 

1 

1820 

Paris 

2 

1823 

Lyon 

1 

1828 

Toulouse 
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AQUACHIGGER HOARD INVENTORY 

145 coins from the United States, 
Philadelphia Mint 

HALF DOLLAR DENOMINATION 


QTY 

DATE 

GRADE 

COMMENTS 

2 

1807 

Fine 

Draped Bust 
One w/hole 

2 

1808 

Fine 

Capped Bust 

4 

1809 

VF 

One w/hole 

1 

1810 

VF 


1 

1811 

VF 

Overdate 

1811/10 

3 

1812 

VF 

One with hole 

2 

1813 

VF 


1 

1814 

EF 


6 

1817 

VF 


4 

1818 

VF 


3 

1819 

VF 

One is 1819/8 

2 

1820 

VF 


2 

1821 

VF 


1 

1822 

Fine 


3 

1824 

VF 


3 

1825 

VF 


1 

1826 

EF 


7 

1828 

VF-AU 


6 

1829 

VF 

Two are 

1829/7 

5 

1830 

VF+ 


6 

1831 

EF 


21 

1832 

EF - MS One with 

Houcks Panacea C/S 

20 

1833 

EF-MS 


30 

1834 

AU 


5 

1835 

AU 


2 

1836 

MS 

Lettered Edge 

1 

1836 


Counterfeit 

1 

1837 

MS 

Reeded Edge 


COPPER COINS 
1 Unknown 



Pictured Above: 1815 960 Reis - the finders 
favorite coin / Below: One of the 1832 Half 
Dollars of typical grade from the hoard 
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THE SENTRY BOX 


World Coins 


P.O. Box 6112 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0112 


Chris Maniscalco 
(757) 721-5331 
(757) 831-2795 (Cell) 
E-mail: sentiybox@hotmail,com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins - Paper Money - Stamps 
Coins for the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin & Estate Jewelry 

Honesty - Integrity - Value 

Collections Appraised / Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434 979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 
www. centralvirginiacoin. com 
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THE AN NAPOL1S / EDGEWATER 

COIN & CURRENCY 



Sunday March 9, June 22, September 14 ^ MOW 
and November 30, 2014 

The Knights of Columbus Hail 
2590 Solomons Island Road 


Admission 
Parking & 
Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 


402230 


Oct. 25-26, 2014 

Ocean City Coin & Currency Show 
Ocean City Convention Center ** 

4001 Coastal Hwy. & 40th St. ♦ Ocean City, Maryland 

Set'Ufn Oct. 24th 

Free Acbnission ♦ Fri. 9-5 (dealer set-up ordy) ♦ Sat. 10-6, Sun. 1Q*4 
Contact: Carl Earl Ostiguy ♦ Ph: 443-623-7025 
email: ceocoins@comcast.net ♦ www.coinshows.com * 



NUMISMATIC 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 


Buying and Selling 
Appraisal and Auction Service 
www.Apothcoins.com 



THOMAS G. WOOD Ph.D. 
1026 Main Street 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 
434-528-0488 


ANA Member 40 Years 
VNA Member 

Tues. thru Fri. 11am-5:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm or 
By Appointment 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles* 


RO. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
Alvnne Cutler Skrabalak 


Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 


VQE6 


if? P N G 



Andrew Skrabalak 

Alyime Skrabalak 
L VI592 5 







WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian Wars. 
Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, Maitland, 
FL 32751 (407) 644-0085 


WANTED : FEUCFITWANGERTOKENS. Please call ore-mail. Danny Freeman, PO. Box 1738, 
Lumberton , N.C. 28359 / 910-740-6751 / southerngoldcoins@yahoo.com 


WANTED: Buying all types of coins, paper money, old toys, and military items- Stop in our store 
to see us when in the area. Vince Bulman, 309 Aragona Blvd, Suite 103 Virginia Beach, Va. 
23462 (757)623-1944. 


FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, PO. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 


INTERESTED IN COMMUNION TOKENS? Here is a way to learn about them. Please check 
out my blog: Collect Communion Tokens at communiontokens.blogspot.com. 


VNA MEMBERS: The Money $tore is being refreshed with this issue. Please resend any 
current ads or provide a new, free MONEY $TORE ad (up to 30 words) to Tom Kays, thoma- 
sakays@gmail.com or call 571-225-5750 to reserve ad space in the next edition. 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314, 703-435-0367, Website: 
alexandriacoinclub.com 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at Dante's Pizzaria, 
2900 Cedar Lane, Colonial Heights (Phone 804 520-8292).. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Peters¬ 
burg, VA 23804,804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. 
Contact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact: Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on lastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm for 
meeting/auction at the Elk's Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 424- 
996-8942, Email: coincash@embarqmail.com 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 


RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Billy Hoovler, rubberhookl @aol.com, 540 785-7188 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 stTuesday of each month at Debbie's Kitchen, 13155 
Mountain Rd Glen Allen, VA 23059 (804) 752-2432 Contact: William Scott, P.O. Box 31752, Henrico, 
VA 23294,804-350-1140, woscottl @verizon.net, Website: richmondcoinclub.com 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 Wil- 
liamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083, 540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. See Website: sheandoahvalleycoinclub.org 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Fran Ryan, P.O. Box 5247, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 


VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondaysat 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steakand Pancake House, 
755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Williamsburg, 
Va. 23185-757-345-5559 


WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070, Website: wns.anaclubs.org 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, 1001 E. Cork St. Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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2014 CALENDAR OF VNA COIN CLUB SHOWS 

Free Admission to All VNA Shows 

December 6,7,8 2013 - Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show. 

Weyers Cave Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA, at 1-81, Exit 235, 2 miles E on 
Hwy. 256. Bourse Chair: Melissa Smith, 546 Knightly Lane, Mt. Sidney, VA, 24467 
Phone: 540-363-7777 Email: SVCCSHOW@gmail.com 

February 8, 2014 - Alexandria Coin Show 

9:00-5:00. American Legion Post #176, 6520 Amherst Ave, (just south of Beltway), 
Springfield, VA, 22150. Contact Boots Barnes at 202-231-4643. Email: Steven. 
barnes8@verizon.net or www.alexandriacoinclub.com. 

February 15-16, 2014 - Virginia Beach Coin Show. 

Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 19th St., Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Satur¬ 
day 10:00AM -6:00PM, Sunday 10:00AM-4:00PM (PH: 757-222-4343). Web Site: 
www.tidewatercoinclub.org 

February 22-23, 2014 - Salem Coin Club Show. 

American Legion Hall, 710 Apperson DR., Salem, VA Sat 9:30-5:30, Sun 9:30- 
3:30 Free Admission, Free parking, Good Food. Contact Will Camp P.O. Box 283 
Fishersville, VA 22939 

March 15, 2014 - Winchester Coin Show. 

9:30-5:30 Hampton Inn Washington Room. 1204 Berryville Ave. (1-81 - Exit 315, 
Winchester, VA) Contact: David Barrette P.O. Box 615, Strasburg, VA, dabarre@ 
hotmail.com 540-335-6172 

April 4, 5, 6, 2014 - Shenandoah Valley Club Coin & Stamp Show. 

Weyers Cave Community Center, Weyers Cave, VA. 1-81, Exit 235, 2 miles E on 
Hwy. 256. Bourse Chair: Melissa Smith, 546 Knightly Lane, Mt. Sidney, VA 24467 
Phone: 540-363-7777 Email: SVCCSHOW@gmail.com 

April 12-13, - 2014 Central Virginia Coin Club Show. 

John Tyler Community College, 13101 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Chester, VA 23831 
(1-95 Exit 61B to US-1 South, 0.5 mi. on left. Free admission and parking. Saturday 
10-5, Sunday 10-3. Contact Jim Ransom, 804-691-6286. centralvirginiacoinclub. 
org. 

April 19, 2014 - Charlottesville Coin Show. 

9:30 AM - 4:00 PM. Elks Lodge, 389 Elk Drive, Charlottesville, VA. Free admission 
Free parking. Contact Bob Tharpe Email: rwtharpe@comcast.net 

May 2-4, 2014 - Richmond Annual Spring Coin & Currency Show. 

Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Blvd, Richmond, VA. Take 1-95, Exit 78. (PH: 
804-651-2536). Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-3. Email:woscott1@veri- 
zon.net 804-350-1140 www.richmondcoinclub.com 
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PROMOTER SHOWS 

Contact the editor to list a promoter show here and online. See rate on Page 1. 

January 25, 2014 - Norfolk Coin Show. 

9:30-5:00. VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free Admis¬ 
sion. 40 Tables. Contact Rusty Williams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 
Phone: 757-363-0179 

February 2, 2014 - Westminster Coin Show. 

Westminster Fire Hall, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 going west, turn left on Engler 
Road, then left on John Street, Westminster, MD. 9:00 AM -4:00PM. Carl Ostiguy 
CEO Coins 410-379-5646 ceocoins@comcast.net 

February 23, 2013 - Frederick Coin and Currency Show. 

9:00AM - 4:00PM. Frederick Elks Lodge #684, 289 Willow Dale Drive, Frederick, 
MD. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: ceocoins@comcast.net 

March 9, 2014 - Annapolis Coin and Currency Show. 

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. Knights of Columbus Hall, 2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: ceocoins@ 
comcast.net 

April 13, 2014 - Westminster Coin Show. 

Westminster Fire Hall, 28 John Street (From Rt.140 going west, turn left on Engler 
Road, then left on John Street, Westminster, MD. 9:00 AM -4:00PM. Carl Ostiguy 
CEO Coins 410-379-5646 ceocoins@comcast.net 

April 26, 2014 - Norfolk Coin Show. 

9:30-5:00. VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 23502. Free Admis¬ 
sion. 40 Tables. Contact Rusty Williams P O Box 12403, Norfolk, VA., 23541 
Phone: 757-363-0179 

May 18, 2014 - Frederick Coin and Currency Show. 

9:00AM - 4:00PM. Frederick Elks Lodge #684, 289 Willow Dale Drive, Frederick, 
MD. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Email: ceocoins@comcast.net 

June 14, 2014 - Norfolk Coin Show. 

April 27th, 2013. 9:30-5:00. VFW Post 4809, 5728 Bartee Street, Norfolk, VA, 
23502. Free Admission. 40 Tables. Contact Rusty Williams P O Box 12403, Nor¬ 
folk, VA., 23541 Phone: 757-363-0179 

June 22, 2014 - Annapolis Coin and Currency Show. 

9:00 AM-4:30 PM. Knights of Columbus Hall,2590 Solomon’s Island Road (Route 
2), Savage MD, 20763. Carl Ostiguy CEO Coins 410-379-5646 Web Email: 
ceocoins@comcast.net 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
2014 Convention & Coin Show 


Sept. 26-28, 2014 

Friday & Saturday 10:00 - 6:00, Sunday 10:00-4:00 

Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center 
2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, 

Contact Gregg Coburn: PO Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22715 (PH: 540- 
272-1524). Email: coburngregg@gmail.com. More information at 
www.vnaonline.org and www.fredericksburgexpocenter 

Dear Jack Hepler: 

I am forwarding you a letter I sent to the editor of The Ration 
Board, the bulletin published by the Society of Ration Token Col¬ 
lectors, of which I am a member. They are always interested when 
a member exhibits ration material So I told him about my ex¬ 
perience [at the VNA Convention and hope it] will encourage a 
few new exhibitors at next year's show. "My wife and I planned 
to visit our daughter who lives in Fredericksburg, VA in Septem¬ 
ber, 2013. When I found out the Virginia Numismatic Association 
was hosting their 3-day coin show in Fredericksburg, September 
27-29, 2013,1 of course made our visit coincide with the show. I 
contacted the exhibit chairman for the show and he invited me 
not only to come but to exhibit. I displayed competitively five 
cases of ration material titled "U.S. Rationing During WWII". I also 
put out two additional cases of ration material non-competitively. 
I won First Place in Miscellaneous, the Best in Show, and the Peo¬ 
ple's Choice Award. The show was great with 150 tables and 87 
dealers from 15 states. It was great to see dealers that I never see 
in the midwest. I would encourage anyone in the area to exhibit 
and attend next year's VNA show to be held on September 26-28, 
2014 at the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center in Freder¬ 
icksburg, VA. Their website isvnaonline.org." 

Regards, 

Tom Casper 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Library of Virginia 
800 E Broad St 
Richmond VA 23219-1905 
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